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Editorial 

An Urgent Call to Prayer! 
Prayer for our nation and leaders is important at all 

times. The Apostle Paul writes to Timothy in 1Ti 2:1-

2  as an example to all of us “I exhort therefore, that, 

first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giv-

ing of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all 

that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” 

However, never has our nation needed God to intercede 

for His people more than it is needed today. Evil men, 

who naturally gravitate toward positions of power in or-

der to hide or escape prosecution for their crimes, have 

infested both the federal government and our state gov-

ernments. This is not to say that all of our public servants 

are evil but to say that a sufficient number of them are 

evil as is evidenced by the state of our nation.  

For instance, it has long been known, since the days of 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, that the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) has been used as a tool of oppression 

against those who are considered enemies of the current 

regime. It is well known that under President Obama the 

IRS was used to prevent approval of applications for tax-

exempt status for those groups that considered it their 

patriotic duty to oppose the socialistic tendencies of 

Obama. Joe Biden and the Democrats are doing the 

same, with nearly 80,000 extra agents to be sent out to 

“eat out our substance.” Anyone with a business who has 

ever had to endure IRS audits knows what a huge ex-

penditure in time, energy and finances those audits are. 

The American people are now faced with the prospect of 

more of these bureaucrats sent out to extort, or at least 

extract, more funds to finance programs that are not 

within the authority of the federal government.  

The Founding Fathers included within the Constitution 

for the united States of America (1787), in Art. 1, Sec. 9, 

prohibition of any direct taxation of the Citizens except 

in direct proportion to a census. What evil men did was 

to redefine the money we received in exchange for some-

thing else valuable, our time and energy, into something 

called income, and then taxed it. It took three tries to 

make that evil taxing system stick, but once the 16th 

Amendment passed that tax stuck.  

However, there’s no way that the tax is directly propor-

tional as determined by the census. Instead, to get the 

vote of the People to authorize this tax, it was touted as a 

way to get the wealthy to pay for the exercise of the pow-

er of our federal government.  

According to articles by CNBC, in 2020 only 61% of 

households paid any taxes at all, and in 2021, only 57% 

of households paid any tax. Evil people in authority in the 

federal government have created an “end run” around the 

intent of our Founding Fathers in order to create a power-

ful central government through the generation of taxes 

not envisioned by the Constitution and its creators—and 

to pay for legislation that is far beyond the Constitutional 

authority granted by the People.  

But, lest the reader think that this is an attack on taxes 

only, let us consider the other evil things done by those in 

power in our governments. Our evil servants created the 

Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) with au-

thority to seek secret warrants. This was supposed to be 

directed toward enemies of our country. Instead, the 

FISA courts have been used as yet another tool of oppres-

sion against the people of our country. The Department of 

Justice persecutes people like Donald Trump and other 

conservatives attempting to slow the progressive agenda 

of driving our country to ruin. Meanwhile, progressive 

democrats like Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden, whose 

crimes are obvious, go unprosecuted by a corrupt Depart-

ment of Justice. These evils are designed to discourage 

the People and drive them away from the throttles of 

power, leaving them to the evil ones—and that is exactly 

where our nation is today. 

That isn’t the end of the evil being done. These evil men 

created the Federal Reserve (Fed) and turned over the 

authority to coin/print money to that entity. This has re-

sulted in debauching of our money such that it is worth 

about 4% of what it was worth in 1800—and only 13% of 

what it was in 1970 before Richard Nixon took us off the 

gold standard, aided and abetted by evil men and women 

in Congress. This is exactly what was done to destroy the 

Roman Empire which can be read about in the book The 

Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward Gib-
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bon.  Evil men whose heart is set on destroying the sanc-

tuary created for the people of God are close to accom-

plishing their goal. They want the People to abandon 

hope and the protection of our Constitution in favor of all

-powerful federal oligarchy. Satan would love nothing 

more than to destroy the protections afforded to those 

who obey God by keeping His Sabbaths, and evil men 

have been steadily working toward that end, virtually 

since before the ink was even dry on our Constitution.  

We now see, exposed to the world, how the Democrats, 

law enforcement at the federal level, progressively owned 

news outlets and the Biden campaign, all conspired to-

gether to keep the criminal acts of the Bidens from being 

exposed. Our federal government is completely corrupted 

and that corruption is being used to influence social me-

dia to keep the People from the truth. We are seeing that 

abundantly exposed with Elon Musk’s purchase of Twit-

ter, and release of internal memos and emails showing 

the criminal, Constitution-violating, actions of our cor-

rupt Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Depart-

ment of Justice, and even the federal courts—all done in 

concert with the Biden campaign and its willing accom-

plices, the main-stream news media. 

There is no doubt that we need to have God intervene in 

the affairs of our nation. But, we need to make it known 

to God through our prayers how we feel about this great 

evil that is being done. Solomon was inspired to preserve 

this bit of wisdom for us: Proverbs 29:2 When the right-

eous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the 

people groan. We are just beginning to see the burden of 

a corrupt, out of control federal government. We elect 

servants in this country, but they have perverted their 

positions into ones of power and rulership rather than 

acting as servants dedicated to the concepts of the Bible 

and the Constitution.  

Solomon further warned us in Ecclesiastes 8:11, Because 

the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedi-

ly, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in 

them to do evil. How are these evil people in the federal 

government able to get away with this? Because those 

charged with prosecuting federal crimes refuse to prose-

cute their partners in crime. They have contempt for the 

law, including the Law of the Land, our Constitution. 

Contempt for the law breeds contempt for the law in 

those who observe the original contempt. Is it any won-

der we see rioting, looting, burning, theft and other 

crimes escalating radically? The example they see is that 

our servants in public office have contempt for the law; 

why should they feel any differently? 

We should not think that this is anything that was not to 

be expected. In prophecies concerning the end times, 

such as in Jeremiah, God warns us of what would become 

of the nation which abandons the keeping of the precepts 

that God established, which the Founding Fathers accept-

ed and upon which they ratified the Constitution.  

We read in Jer. 2:13,  For my people have committed two 

evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 

and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 

hold no water. There is no doubt that we are forsaking 

God nationally because if we were not we would not suf-

fer these evil people to remain in office election after 

election. Without the blessing of God’s Living Waters, 

and certainly with only broken vessels to contain what 

little of those Living Waters is available, we are a 

doomed nation. What remains, without a national revival 

and repentance, is the conclusion of that prophecy found 

in Jer 2:37,  Y ea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine 

hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy 

confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them. When 

you go out with your hands on your head it is as a prison-

er. 

We are warned to NOT trust in lying words, yet we do 

that every election cycle, allowing the corrupted political 

parties to put forth one criminal after another whose heart 

is set upon filling their bellies at the expense of the 

American people. Read about this in Jeremiah, Chapter 7. 

We are given the path out of this madness beginning in 

Jer 7:5:  For if ye throughly amend your ways and your 

doings; if ye throughly execute judgment between a man 

and his neighbour; If ye oppress not the stranger, the fa-

therless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in 

this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 

Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land 

that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.  

Verse 8 seems to mock us by saying that we won’t listen, 

nationally. Instead we are told in Jer 7:9  Will ye steal, 

murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and 

burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom 

ye know not. And worse, that we would drag that filth 

before God saying that He liberated us so that we could 

continue in these paths. Indeed, ministers regularly tell 

their congregations that God’s Laws were nailed to the 

Cross and we don’t have to worry about them any more.  

But, God will not put up with this evil forever. He gives 

us the example beginning in Jer 7:14 where He says that 
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You can aid the BSA effort to pro-

mote the Sabbath and a Spirit of 

brother-hood among all who keep 

God’s Sabbath by becoming a 

BRIDGE BUILDER or a PILLAR 

with the BSA? Besides the month-

ly or annual membership dues 

which you can find inside the 

front cover, you can also help with 

various functions designed to help 

bring a fellowship of brethren 

across denominational lines. Some 

of the opportunities are: Advise 

and/or consult with the BSA Board 

of Directors; visiting and interact-

ing with other Sabbatarian fellow-

ships; speaking on behalf of the 

BSA; Promotion and/or distribu-

tion of BSA materials and services; 

and assisting with this magazine, 

the BSA  

Facebook page, Twitter and other 

social media on projects defined 

by the Board of Directors.   
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He will do to us as He did to Shiloh.  

We all know that the prophet Eli had not taught his chil-

dren well and had not kept an eye on what they were do-

ing, which was perverting the Way of God by stealing 

from God and engaging in illicit sexual practices with 

women who came to the temple. As a result, God wiped 

out Shiloh after the Ark was taken, killing as a result 

Hophni and Phinehas, and causing Eli to fall and break 

his neck, then die. For the purpose of this discussion, it is 

important to take note that the evil ones were killed and 

the area destroyed.  

But, it is not too late to petition God to grant us repent-

ance. We read in 2Chonicles 7:14  If my people, which 

are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 

pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 

then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 

and will heal their land. This means that if we will repent 

and seek God’s will in our lives nationally then God will 

hear us, forgive us, and heal our nation.  

James, the brother of Jesus, tells us in Jas 5:16  Confess 

your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that 

ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a right-

eous man availeth much. Our prayers for our nation 

could be the only thing that prevents God from allowing 

the curses of destruction and national captivity to take 

place. Those are curses this nation richly deserves with 

its corruption and promotion of the murder of our babies. 

But, we can still repent as a nation, and come to a revival 

of our love and obedience to the precepts established by 

God in His Word.  

But, if not, we are told in 1Corinthians 7:14  For the un-

believing husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbe-

lieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your 

children unclean; but now are they holy.  We and our 

mates and children will be set aside for God’s holy pur-

pose. 

It is time to cry aloud and spare not, to tell God’s people 

their sins, because the destruction warned by God is not 

far in the future if this nation does not repent. We need to 

be praying that God will grant us national repentance be-

cause nobody wants to see what God warned would hap-

pen actually come to pass.  
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The President’s Corner 

The Quartodeciman Controversy  

(Part 1) 
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Your BSA Work of Love, 

proclaiming the Love of God 

and of His Son, continues to 

seek the Godly goal of recon-

ciliation! Please help us with 

a donation! 
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Are you enjoying the encouragement that 

the Bible Sabbath Association is bringing 

through its efforts? You can support the ef-

fort at no cost to you! 

You can help support the cause, and help 

us continue to provide our magazine and 

services without charge. Simply sign up 

your Amazon Smile account with the BI-

BLE SABBATH ASSOCIATION named as 

your charity of choice. 

Prices for products remain exactly the 

same, but Amazon will contribute 0.5% of 

the sale to your named charity: BIBLE 

SABBATH ASSOCIATION. 

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, log into 

your account and choose us as your chari-

ty. Then, whenever you shop at Amazon, 

enter the site by going to 

smile.amazon.com, being sure that we are 

listed as the charity. Again, there is NO 

ADDITIONAL COST TO YOU! If you are 

going to purchase products on Ama-

zon.com anyway, why not support this 

great work! 
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The Bible and Nuclear War in the End Times  
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THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE 

& THE TREE OF LIFE  
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Do You Want to Learn More About the 

Sabbath? 

Are You or is Someone You Know New To 

the Sabbath? 

 

The BSA now offers some free resources to 

help you learn about the Sabbath.  

We have short, 1 or 2 minute audio clips on 

topics such as: 

“What is the Sabbath?” and  

“When is the Sabbath and How Can 

We Know?” 

Free booklet download  “A Beginner’s 

Guide to the Sabbath.” 

1. Go to our website: 

www.biblesabbath.org 

2. Click on the Products Menu 

3. Click on the “Free Resources” Link 
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Do you like this magazine?  

Would you like to help the BSA continue its work of  proclaiming Je-

sus and all that He taught? 

The BSA needs more partners like you to help continue and expand 

this ministry. Recently we had a group of  50 pastors in Africa request 

to be added to our TSS mailing list. To do this, we need more part-

ners to help with the expense! 

Please donate today so that we can expand and expose more breth-

ren, and future brethren, to the teachings of  the Bible and the idea 

that brotherhood is better than dogma! 
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The Bible Sabbath Associ-

ation’s “Remember the 

Sabbath…” course will 

help you grow in 

knowledge to gain spiritu-

al wisdom to enhance 

your walk with God. Even 

if you have kept the Sab-

bath for many years, 

you’ll find something 

unique from the dozen-

plus featured authors. If 

you are new to the Sab-

“Remember the Sabbath…” 

A FREE course for the novice 

and the long-time Christian! 

bath this resource will be a 

blessing to you.  

To sign up go to http://

www.CommonFaithAcade

my.org and click on ‘Log 

in’ at the top right corner. 

Click on the "CREATE 

NEW ACCOUNT" button 

and fill out the registration 

form. When finished click 

on the "CREATE MY 

NEW ACCOUNT" button  

screen.  
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“THEIR GODS” 
DJ Wellington 

This phrase, “THEIR GODS,” has struck me on nu-

merous occasions when reading the Scriptures. It 

seems to indicate many “mighty ones,” doesn’t it—I 

mean just by the wording? We know it says in 1 Co-

rinthians 8:4-6: Therefore concerning the eating of 

things offered to idols, we know that an idol is noth-

ing in the world, and that there is no other God [sic]  

but one. For even if there are so-called gods, wheth-

er in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods 

and many lords), yet for us there is one God [sic] , 

the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; 

and one Master Yahushua Messiah, through whom 

are all things, and through whom we live.  

Without going into a lot of detail that would take 

away from the subject matter, this above verse con-

firms there is “only one true ‘Elohim’” just like it 

says in Deuteronomy 4:35, confirmed by the Messi-

ah in John 17:3. If you understand that there could 

be NO other mighty ones unless the Father created 

them and/or gave authority to them, all these verses 

harmonize. To believe otherwise, the Scriptures 

quoted seem confusing and/or contradictory.  

So, when I did a search on this phrase, what an eye-

opener it was! The phrase appears 32- 34 times 

(depending upon which version you are using) and 

is always negative! Now if you are using a “Sacred 

Name’ version which puts the Hebrew word 

“elohim” instead of the translation, it will appear in 

roughly 102 verses and will include references to 

our Heavenly Father as well, so there will be posi-

tive and negative uses. I want to focus on the 32-34 

times it is used in a negative sense.  

The word used in most of the verses is Strong’s 

#430, “elohim,” and refers to rulers, judges, divine 

ones and, perhaps, refers to anything we “make” as a 

divine one. For instance, Yahushua said in Luke 

16:13 that, Y ou cannot serve Y ahuweh and mam-

mon [money]. If Messiah recognized folks were 

“serving” money/riches, would that not make it an 

“idol?” What or who else could mankind be 

“serving?” Think about this one. How about sons 

and daughters; putting their wants and desires above 

what the Scriptures say? If we put anything above 

our Heavenly Father, wouldn’t that be an idol?  

One of my personal difficulties with modern day 

social media is that so many become obsessed with 

it; checking it many times a day. What if they read 

their Bibles as often as they checked their social me-

dia accounts? Wow, what a difference it could make 

in their lives.  

So, now, let’s look at some of these verses pertain-

ing to “their gods” as they appear in the New Ameri-

can Standard. Keep in mind more modern examples 

of “idols” as opposed to the carved images of wood 

or metal deities set up. For space considerations, 

many will just be cited for you to look up in your 

own Scriptures and they are in the order of appear-

ance for simplicity.  

Exodus 23:24. Exodus 23:32-33: Y ou shall make no 

covenant with them, nor with their gods. They shall 

not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin 

against Me. For if you serve their gods, it will surely 

be a snare to you." NOTE: Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-

15 about being unequally yoked? Exodus 34:15-16: 

lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 

land, and they play the harlot with their gods and 

make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them invites 

you and you eat of his sacrifice, and you take of his 

daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the 

harlot with their gods and make your sons play the 

harlot with their gods. Numbers 25:2; 33:4. Deuter-

onomy 7:16; 7:25; 12:2-3. Deuteronomy 12:30-31: 

take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to 
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follow them, after they are destroyed from before 

you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, 

saying, 'How did these nations serve their gods? I 

also will do likewise.' You shall not worship YA-

HUWEH your Elohim in that way; for every abomi-

nation to YAHUWEH which He hates they have done 

to their gods; for they burn even their sons and 

daughters in the fire to their gods.  

NOTE: Consider here the “holidays” that the world 

observes today which started in paganism, such as 

Ishtar and Saturnalia…. Deuteronomy 20:18; 32:37. 

Joshua 23:7: and lest you go among these nations, 

these who remain among you. You shall not make 

mention of the name of their gods, nor cause anyone 

to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow 

down to them, NOTE: Although we can avoid the 

mention of pagan deities in our worship, it is very 

difficult never to “make mention” of them consider-

ing even most of the days of the week are NAMED 

after pagan dieties! Judges 2:3; 3:6; 2 Samuel 7:23. 1 

Kings 11:2: from the nations of whom YAHUWEH 

had said to the children of Israel, "Y ou shall not in-

termarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they 

will turn away your hearts after their gods." Solo-

mon clung to these in love. NOTE: Have you no-

ticed how this happens where one spouse ends up 

turning the other from truth? 1 Kings 11:8, 20:23. 2 

Kings 19:18: and have cast their gods into the fire; 

for they were not gods, but the work of men's 

hands—wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed 

them. NOTE: Much are the idols of today, 

right...”work of men’s hands?” 1 Chronicles 10:10; 

14:12. Isaiah 37:19: and have cast their gods into the 

fire; for they were not gods, but the work of men's 

hands—wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed 

them. NOTE: It is worth repeating here…. Jeremiah 

46:25. Daniel 11:8. Although the phrase “their gods” 

does not appear in the so-called new testament, there 

are three verses which do address the issue and they 

are: Acts 19:26: "Y ou see and hear that not only in 

Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has per-

suaded and turned away a considerable number of 

people, saying that gods made with hands are no 

gods. NOTE: Imagine that! 1 Corinthians 8:5: For 

even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or 

on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many 

lords, Galatians 4:8: However at that time, when 

you did not know YAHUWEH, you were slaves to 

those which by nature are no gods. NOTE: You may 

recall this verse as being one NOT read to supposed-

ly “prove” verse 10 which is referring to the set-

apart days (Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of 

Weeks, Feast of Tabernacles) when, in fact, it refers 

to the pagan days of worship which becomes clear 

when verse 8 is included.  

What I’ve concluded from this “phrase study” is that 

there are, in fact, “gods many and lords many,” but 

they are not “the only true G-d/Elohim” just as Mes-

siah said.  

He gave authority to those who were referenced even 

as pagan deities—they could not be so without Ya-

huweh giving authority! In other words, they would 

never exist had He not made them. You may won-

der, as I, “why would our Father create ‘pagan’ dei-

ties” but that would be another topic and one I don’t 

think we’ll truly know the answer to until Yahushua 

returns! And, perhaps, not even then. Perhaps not 

until Yahuweh’s kingdom comes to our earth with 

the “New Jerusalem” (Revelation 3:12, 21:2)!  
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Contrasting Kingdoms: 

Love Not the World 
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Do You Want to Learn More About 

the Sabbath? 

 

Are You or is Someone You Know 

New To the Sabbath? 

 

The BSA now offers some free re-

sources to help you learn about the 

Sabbath.  

We have short, 1 or 2 minute audio 

clips on topics such as: 

“What is the Sabbath?” and  

“When is the Sabbath and 

How Can We Know?” 

Free booklet download  “A Begin-

ner’s Guide to the Sabbath.” 

1. Go to our website: 

www.biblesabbath.org 

2. Click on the Products Menu 

3. Click on the “Free Resources” 

Link 
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I have enjoyed the article in the July/August issue of 

‘TSS’ by Tommy Willis on ‘war and peace’ as this article 

was a good reminder for everyone.  I believe that is what 

the Apostle Paul was telling us in 1 Corinthians 13 that 

the lack of love gives way to human nature. 

When you think of all the splinter groups that were 

formed after ‘Worldwide’ was taken down the faithful 

are all still our brethren, friends and/or family with the 

same goal for the kingdom, even if  they may see things a 

little differently to some degree. 

Most of these groups that I know still have love, mercy 

and compassion for one another as we serve the same 

God the same way with few exceptions.  People continue 

to visit one another’s services from time to time and come 

together during feast times. 

The identifying sign for me is baptized Sabbatarian’s ob-

serving Passover and God’s sanctioned Holy Days as that 

person is my brother or sister in Christ.  Being perfect, no 

one is but Jesus the Christ, however we have the same 

goal in mind, Philippians  3:14 NKJ - 14 I press toward 

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus.  It is written in Matthew 7:18 NKJ – (Jesus said) 18 

A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit.  

Thus far God has not raised up an evangelist who can 

reunite us under one roof so to speak and may not, so we 

have Christ the Good Shepherd to lead us with the writ-

ten word to give all of us guidance.  Suffice it is to say that 

is a very good leadership. 

Quite a number of believers have learned justice, mercy 

and faith and have shown acceptance to other Christian 

groups; this is brotherly love. 

Darl Arbogast 

Thank you for your insightful letter, Darl. It is indeed an 

encouraging sign that brethren are reaching across corpo-

rate boundaries, no longer being intimidated by a leader-

ship that tries to carve up the Body but instead enjoying the 

fellowship that those of our similar mindsets brings. As 

you know, this is one of the goals of the BSA, to bring a 

kind of unity in the Spirit, but not necessarily unity of doc-

trine or dogma. We all understand the scriptures a little 

differently but the good thing is that we pick up our bibles 

for individual understanding of what God is saying to us .  

As to an evangelist to unite us, I don’t see that happening 

and don’t necessarily think that such would be a good 

idea. Such an evangelist would be a man like we are, sub-

ject to the same temptations and limitations. Perhaps we 

could come together to support the Two Witnesses once 

the time comes? 

Ed. 

 

I agree with your concerns about the deterioration of 

our rights and the rough road before us.  I believe that 

even if the government should make all of us criminals, 

we will still worship the one true God.  I would suspect 

that we will find ourselves in home churches, meeting in 

groups of five and ten and still keeping the Sabbath. 

 Thanks for your time and effort.  God Bless you and all 

your staff that makes the Sabbath Sentinel possible. 

 Art Sporleder 

Thank you for your kind words, Art! You probably know 

this already but there are a great many brethren already 

meeting in “house churches.” As you state, this will proba-

bly become more the rule than the exception as we go 

along because Satan is not going to quit coming after the 

only lights in a dark world. We can look to the brethren in 

China to see our future if God does not intervene and 

grant this nation a repentant heart. I take great hope from 

God’s example of the protection of Israel from the Phar-

oah and fully expect that He will intervene to protect us 

similarly when the time comes. Sadly, for some of us, that 

protection will come in the form of courage in the face of 

martyrdom and rest in the sleep that awaits His calling. 

Ed. 
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