


Television and Death
of the Sabbath Idea

In an article in Commaonwealth fast [all, John Garvey wrole an article
aboul the difficulty of trying to evaluate ones own culture—even in our age
of self-consciousness and sell-evaluation. However, Garvey noles two
examples of cultural shifts—shifts that have come so subtly that they are
hardly noticed, shilts that indicate something is desperately wrong.

The first example is the pervasiveness of television—1o the point that
what happens on TV has become one of the few common experiences
shared by American families. As Garvey put il, “There is something sad.
and a little absurd, about the fact that so many peopie watch stories about
other people’s lives on lelevision, and spend so much time doing it that
their own lives are passed that way.” Add to this the fact that television
- creates the illusion that the immediate is all important—that pleasure and
satisfaction must be achieved now-—and you have a culture in trouble,

Garvey's second example of cultural shilt is of special interest to us: it
is the death of the idea of the sabbath. “What a sociely says when it
observes a sabbath—even with some reluctance and irritation, and even
when its members may celebrate on different days and for different
reasons—is that it recognizes something which matters more than profit
or convenience. What a sociely savs when it decidos that the observance
ol the sabbath is less important than profil, or convenience, or
competition, is that prolit and convenience matter more than
something . . . which the sabbath honored.” Garvey goes on to say that
although that "something” was very vague even in the minds of those who
observed a day of rest, sabbathkeeping still said something about our
values as a cullure.

Ofcourse, as seventh-day Christians we are happy to see the repeal of
blue laws that discriminate against us; but Garvey has a point. As a
culture, we seem to have abandoned even the facade of worshipping
anything but profil, gain, convenience, and immediate pleasure.

Garvey ends his article on a note of hopelessness: “"There is
something desperately wrong with this; there is also no clear way out of
our dilemma.”

Those of us who embrace the idea of sabbath do have way out of this
dilemma. It involves proclaiming the Gospel of the Messiah and the liberty
ol His Sabbath—and praying daily that God will open the hearts of our
fellow humans to accept it, That would bring about another shift in our
culture—a shift in a very positive direction.

..

Richard A. Wiedenheft
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Interview With
Dr. William Johnsson

Several months back THE SABBATH SENTINEL editor had the oppor-
tunity to meet and interview Dr. William Johnsson, editor of Adventist
Review, the general paper of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It is
circulated weekly to about 45,000 subscribers; a special monthly edition
goes toevery Adventist household in North America. The following is based
on the editor’s interview with Dr. Johnsson.

TSS: What do you perceive to be
some of the biggest challenges
facing the Seventh-day Adventist
Church?

Dr. Johnsson: Well, let me answer
at two levels, one in terms of North
America and then worldwide. I'll
starlt with the second area first.
There 15 extremely rapid growth of
the Adventist church overseas and
in the third world. We will have
probably five million Adventists on
the continent of Africa alone by the
end of the century—only twelve or
thirteen years away, And there's
very fast growth in inter-America
and South America. So, demo-
graphically it's changing. The
challenges that come with those
changes are in terms of unity and
holding together the church,
retaining the sense of oneness
which 18 one of the great features of
Adventism—has been all along;
there 1s diversity, but there is also a
sense of a shared hope in the second
coming of Jesus, ashared mission,a
shared faith, a shared life style. So,
a major challenge will be resisting
the pressures that will be there to
form a national church in this part
of the world and another one there
so that the central core of
Adventism becomes weakened. I'm
not speaking in terms of
hierarchical structures or power just
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for power's sake butin terms of what
this worldwide unity says about the
Gospel—one body in Christ, which
i1s a very precious thing. So that is
the international scene.

In North America I'd say
there's a parallel challenge
proceeding from quite a different set
of circumstances. Here you have
increasing diversity among
Adventists. You have many more
educated, often highly educated,
professionals who are upwardly
mobile; and so vou tend to have, |
think, a widening of the pgaps
between the different groups right
here in North America. Part of this
1s ethnic diversity; but there is
especially professional and
educational diversity. Here we are
at the offices of the Adventist
Review, a paper for the entire
church. But the church is so diverse
it's incredible. The challenge is
trying to hold together the church.
It's a parallel situation to what we
have overseas but for quiet different
reasons. There are tremendous
pressures that will tend to weaken
our sense of oneness.

TSS: | sense a tension in the
Adventist church at a number of
different levels. For example, |
received the first issue of Affirm, a
paper published by a number of
theologians at Andrews University
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affirming Sevenih-day  Adwentust
doctrines. {dn the other hand, there
are thnse whe feel that there need Lo
ha chanpes in many areas,

e, Johnsson: Well, Affrem really
grow nutof one particular issue—the
ardination of woemen—and 14
represents the opinton of a few
thiocdoeians ald Andrews. There have
boeen sorveys taken of the religion
teachers in North Ameriea, and
they show overwhoelming support on
that i5sue,

Ta&: In which direction™

Iir, Johnssoen: In favor of women
LBl Fradnsisbry.

TSS: With {ull ordination?

e, Johnsson: Yes, that's nght.
Hut [ sugpect that if vou took a poll
of the by people yuu'd find probably
w different position. Again, that's
part of the diversity | was just
describing between the eduacsied or
intellectual wing and the peonle in
the pew or some of the people in the
pew, There are many publications
that have sprung up privately on sl
sortgs of issues—some waniing Lo

say  “Woe affirm the roots of
Adventism  holding fast to the
foundations.” {Others say the

church is not moving fast enough.
There certainly s change in the
Adventist chuarch, but there's bhooen

ts reslly o be expected. Very, very
early we setthed that we wonld aot
tey tor freeze ourselves in time like
thhe Amish, Vervy early we
estiblished o healtheare center and
sechoal, Oot of these bwo bas arisen
gur network of healtheare conters
At sehoels  and  colleges and
antversities. A medieal  conter
st that afler forty or Tifly vears
we siarted o pwedical codlege, Well
that mennt acereditation. nee you
do that vou're going down g read
that will toke wou tn g cerlian
ditecticn~a divection that, i vou
wanl G pul bt that way, ks brtogling
s more into the muinesteesm. Ao
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think zome of these things arne
inevitable and 1 think theyre the
Lord's will. § alse have to say that
P'm somewhat sympathetic to those
peaple that say, “Hew, let’s not lose
distinetive features that Five gs o
sense of identity so that wecan have
a prophetic voice in the world,” Fam
sympathetic o what they're saving,
but | think whai they are calhing
for—io try 1o o back o where we
woere o undred vears ago--nfien 18
il the salution. We can never pao
ek, But (s pood alwiays te he
conseious ol where we've cogne Trom
and which way we're Foing.

THS: The Seventh Pny Adventist
Roformed Moverment seems o reby
migel mere steictiy on the writings
oof Eep G, Whide than the Adventist
vhureh  in genersl. And  within
Adventism. [ sense 4 coantingnm
from those whe rely o great deal on
her writings and those wha do not.
e, dohnssoen: There's o nange,
theets  right.  And  the  Helorm
Muovernenl seneld, of vourse, ertiicige
e mainstream chureh Tor having
s pelomedl ey writings—which |
don't wEree with, of engrse,
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T&s: How big an issue are Ellen
White's writings within the church?
Lir. Joehnsson: | don’t think it's o
major issue today, Here in North
America there wias a lot of
diseussion and debate five or six
vesrs aga duning the investigations
of Waller Eea, an Adventist
evinister who is now defrocked, He
came out with a book, "“The White
Lie,” which 1z sort of an expose
sbout Ellen White, in particular her
pse of sources. His ook caused a 1ot
of guestioning on the part of some
falk. Some had a very rigid view of
her writings and they were shaken.
By and large I think the dust has
settled on this tzsoe. To be honest |
suppose some folk have less
confidence in ker work now, My own
field is New Testament studies—I
taught New TPestament for some

vears in seminary.  The MNew
Testament alse shows evidence of
sources 10 the rospels, 5o the whole
iszue didn’t toueh a number of us.
Ta5: Tl vou gense that in the rest
twenty or thirty wears there will he
less relinnee on her wrilingsor o less
ripid relianee on them?

Dy, Joehnssen: It's haed to know
which way it’s peing. An interesting
thing that I'm beginning Lo see—it's
top early tosayifit's a brend or nofe
is thail in the younger generakion
there's o rediscovery of Ellen White,
because for a while it had been
almnost the “in thing' to debunk
Fllen White. And now among the
ew peperation coming up, MADy
are heginning to say, “You know,
there's a treasure here, a devotional
tregsure we had not realized.” 1
applaud that, I don't think it's an

i T

The editorial stafl of Adventist Review with Editor Johnsson:
their offices are located at the Seventh-day Adventist General
Conference headquarters in Washington, D.C, Howewver, the
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published by Heview and Herald Publishing

Asgociation in Hagerstown, Maryland, where BSA president
Fugene Linceln works as a copy editor.
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unthinking, uneritical acceplance,
[t's an informed understanding.

TSS: A source, but not he source?
Dr. Johnsson: Yes. And I would

say that one big result of this

controversy is that over the last

seven oreight vears there has been a
sense of coming back to Scripture.
Makmg sure that Scripture is
primary and testing ewverything,
including her work, by Scripture—
which, of course, is what we have to
do as Protestants. She advocated
that as well,

TSS: But wouldn't vou say that for
many she was the interpreter of
Scripture  rather than Sceripture
being the interpreter of her?

Dr. Johnsson: That's right. And
evenn though many people stated
that Seripture was the bottom line,
in practice they would go to her
(though they would have denied it):
and practice is always the test. Now,
I think there is much more a sense of
making Scripture primary. You

have to realize that the discussion
we've been having 1s essentially a
North American one. Because her
writings have simply not been
available to a great extent outside
North America.

TSS: But what about her as the
apirit of Prophecy, the importance
of her as an Adventist distinctive?
3. Johnsson: Well, it vares; but
untless people can ﬂctu_al_lj.r rEﬂd_ the
writings and check for themselves,
it really doesn’t mean much, it's
gimply something that vou might
learn about in a class, Until vou
have access to the Ellen White
corpus and bepin to test it for
vourself against Scripture based on
cxperience then it deesn't mean all
that much. But now the situation
overseas is changing as her
writings are becoming more
available, though 1 don't know of
any glane where the full corpus is
translated.

Tor M Cuntiveard Next Month

The Friday Store

 There is a place in Arvada,
Colorado, called “The Friday
Store,” It was so named because it
was only opened one dav a week and
sold evervthing at about half retail
price right out of the shipping
cartons. [t was a great place to shop
for bargains.

The name of the store reminded
me of another “Friday Store™ in
Exodus chapter 16 where the
children of [srael also “purchased"”
their daily food. On Fridavs thev
could et twice the guantity for the
same expenditure.

Jesug taught us to pray “(Five us
this dav our daily bread.” He also
told us that we should not take
thought for the morrow for

ManrcH 1HHS

“gufficient unto the day is the ewvl
thereof™ (Matthew G54 We can
gafely conclude that the Lord
expects us to pray only for what we
need for that daym&xcﬁpt 374
Fridays. That day is the day of
preparation for the Sabbath. On
Fridavs we can come to the Throne
of Grace not only for Friday's needs,
but alse for the needs of the
Sabhath—a double blessing?!

Let us enter the blessed hours of
the Sabbath more spiritually
prepared by making use of the day
of preparation. Let us shop at God's
Fridav Store!

—dpdrer Ao Coneeond, BSA ded vlee presidient
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The Positive Approach to
the Ten Commandments
By David Gjesdal

It is often stated that the Ten
Commandments are so negative,
“Thou shalt not . . .." It seems
such an infringement on the
pasitive thinkers, who are turned off
by such negativism, However, even
positive thinkers have to realize
that “thou shalt not" and “ne" and
“never” have an important part in
the English language.

Children, for instance, need the
conecise instructions of a “no” or “do
not.” When a parent wants to get
across to a toddler not to put his
hand on a stove it would do no good
to tell him all the places where he
could put his hand. When a parent
wants to tell him not to go into the
street, it does little pood to tell him
all the places he can go without
mentioniug not to go into the street,

God made the Ten Command-
ments very concise, and the best
way of getting across the point of
eight out of ten of them is to state
them in the negative, to forbid
undesirable behaviar, Odd, 1sn't it,
that the two positive command-
ments are the two most often
ignored. “Hemember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy"” and “Honor thy
father and thy mother.”

Another advantage of the
negative approach is that it is a
more effective way of getiing across
tn the inexperienced or immature
what is expected of them. Children
need the “no's.” The children of
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Israel, who were very immature
gpiritually, needed the “Thou shalt
not's.”" Young Christians need to
realize that murder, adultery,
stealing, etc. are not a part of
Christian conduect. Alfred
Edersheim has suggested that
“Thou shalt not'" also implies that
transgression, not obedience, is the
natural norm for mankind.

But here is an important point:
pnee the negative commands are
learned, the positive aspects can
develop—along with maturity. The
rhild, as he grows older, can learn
that the stove is a useful appliance
for cooking and heating, thathe can
put his hand on it under certain
circumstances, As he matures a
child ean understand the elaborate
instructions necessary for knowing
when it is okay to go into the street,

The Ten Commandments have
their positive counterpart, which is
more an elaborate setof instructions
which are for a mature Christian,
How well he handles the simple,
negative instructions determines
his maturity level and how well he
can go on to deeper things, Within
40 days of God speaking to them
from Mount Sinai, the children of
Israel winlated the first two
commandments in making the
golden calf, Their maturity level in
the things of God was very low. How
could God deal with them regarding
deep things when they violated

THE SalBaTH SENTINEL
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glementary things?

Here are some of the positive
eounterpares to the Ten Command-
ments for those who want to go
beyond the negative “letter of the
faw’™

1, *“Phoushalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind"”
{Matthew 22:37),

9 "The heavens declare the
lory of God; and the Hirmament
ghew&th hisz handiwork” {Psalm
151}, . Yo should tum from
these vamtmu unto the Hving God,
which made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and all things thm; are
therein’™ { Acts 14:15), “Give unto the
Lovd the glory due unto his name;
worship the Lovd 1n the beaoty of
holiness" (Psalm 29:2),

4. “But let your communica
tion be, Yea, vea, MNay, nay: for
whm*sﬁww is more than this
cometh of evil™ (Matt, 537

. . Bat let vour yea be yvea; and
wour nay, nay; lest ye fall into con-
demnation' (James H12h

4. “And he gaid unto them, The
Sabbath was made for marn, and not
man for the Sakbath: Therefore the
Snpn of man iz Lord also of the
Bahbath”™ (Mark 2-27 28

5, “{Ihildren, ohey your parents
in the Lord: for this iz right'" (Eph.
B:lh

G, “But 1T say anio you, Love
vour enemies, hless them that curse
vou, do good Lo them that hate you,
and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute
vor; That ye may be the children of
vour Father which is in
heaven . . 00 {Matt., D:44,45),
“Trearly beloved, avenpge not
yourseives, but rather give place
unte  wrath: for it @5  written,
Vengeanee is mine; [ will repay,
saith the Lond” {Hom. 12:19)

7. “Therefore as the church is
subjact untn Christ, so let the wives
he to their own hushands in every

A AR FOSHE,

thing. Hushands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved thechurch,
and gave himself for it . . . For
this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and shall be
joined unto hie mfﬂj and they two
shall be one flesh” (Eph. 5:24,25,31].

#. “Let him that sinle steal no
more. but rather let him labour,
working with hiz hands the thing
which is good, that he may have to
give to him that needeth” (Eph.
4128),

3. “Wherefore putfing away
lying, speak every man truth with
his neighbor: for we are members
one of another” {Eph. 4:28). “Let
vour speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may
know how ve nught to answer gvery
man” {Col. 4:6).

16, “Let vour character be free
from the love of money, being
content with what yvou have; for He
Himself has said, ‘I wilinever desert
you, nor will [ forsake you' ™
{Hebrews 135, NASDE).

You can see that these positive
commands can get a lot wordier,
and each one of them can he
expanded further. None of these
eliminates ornegates the wording or
character of the orginal Ten
Commandments, but we need to get
heyond the idea that if we don’t do
certain things we are righteous.
Thers are alao many things we must
do to be considered righteous, eg.
lowing oar neighbor as ourselves,
forgiving ong another, removing
bitterness, edilying one another,
praying, watching, thinking about
rood things, having a proper family
structure and relationship, being at

peace with ourselves and others,

being patient, Deing suhiject to
higher powers, meeting together for
worship==the list can go on and on,
By doing these we will have a
positive approach fo the Ten
Enmmandm&nl&
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3,000

Observers In

By Llishop John D. Garr

The Church of God, head-
quartersd al Jerosalem Acres in
Cleveland, Tennessee, has
experieneed @ dramatic inceease in
the seope of ity mindstry in Mexico,
A loealy sutonomows nrganization
of 58 churches, with over 3 000
members, has beon sdded to The
Chuech of {(Fod.

The organization, headed by
Elder Job Hernandez of Mexico
ity was drawn to The Chureh of
tmd by its emphasis on  the
historical Judaic heritage of the
Linspel of Jesus Chost, which iz
promoeded  in s concept called
Judaen-Christianity. An  integral
part of this concept of restoration of
the Judaie heritage of the church is
the vhservance of the seventh-day
Babbath as the weekly day of rest
and worship,

The 52 ministers of the newly-
added organization became
covenant members af The Churech of
fCrod in April of 1987, They have
readily embraced the ochservanes of
the Sabbath and have conveved the
message to the people in their care.

A delegation of administrators
and educators from the general
headguarters of The Church of (God
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conducted an intensive ministerial
training schon] 1o Tehuaramn,
Mexicn, in Aupust of 1957 Chief
Bishaop Jﬂéfm A, Looper, Publishing
{verseor John 1) Gare, General
Field Hepresentative Samuel
Foramer, and Bishop of Texas
Juniuvg Dillard headed this
delegation, A total of 64 ministerial
stuelents were involved in thiz
PO TR,

Sinece  that Ume other dele-
yatiens have made visits to Mexico
to facilitats the completion of the
process of bringing the entive 3,000
peaple into covenant membership in
The Church of God.

“lE1s a jov to see people in any
niation who have such a love for the
lruth that when they recopnize it,
they immediately pursue it with all
vigor, observed Bishop Garr, “We
are conlident that a sovereipn work
of Liod is in progress in Mexico that
will resull in thouzande more
throughout Latin Ameriea being
broaght inle the knﬁwisﬂiga of
sabbath  and  other  truths” he

Ao,

— Mushap G viieesers The el of g
pabdisfiies wonel, el k haodbes e Doy,
peeszbreng. aed enenéfingy oof THE BSansaTin
BEMTENEL.
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The Church of God, School of Ministries Graduates August, 1987,

Tehuacan, Mexico.

Do It Now

Yesterday, | took part in an
especially tragic funeral. The young
mother of five children was killed in
a head-on car erash about midnight
on a rain-soaked highway, She had
had too much to drink. With tears
running down his face, her husband
fold me they had made two New
Year's resolutions: to stop drinking;
to get right with God and start going

Marce 1HES

te church. I'm sure they believed

they would have plenty of time to get
around to doing the right things.

[ am once again struck by the
ahsolute importance of not putling
off to tomorrow the good that [ can
do today. Christ tells us to seek first
(which means right now, today) His
kingdom and His righteousness.
“o not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itsell™
(Matt, 6:33,54).

— Nenreth Westh v, Jusraaery, TH58
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Making th
al

By Jo

How do we really feel about the
Sabbath? You? Me? Qur children?

Is it the day of spiritual and
physical refreshing that God
intended or something wvery
different, imposed on us by the law
or the judgment of our churches,
friends, or relatives? Is it a day
when we reluctantly turn down our
time and wages, playving on the
football team or little league,
watching the world series, being
homecoming queen . . . orisitthe
delight that we probably all would
wish it to be?

“If thou turn away thy foot from
the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day; and eall
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honourable; and shalt
honour him, not doing thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: Then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord; and [ will cause
thee to ride upon the high places of
the earth . ., . .” (Isaiah 58:13,14.)

How do we grow to feel that the
Sabbath is a delight in our lives?
Mot just a day where we put in our
time, but a treasured holy day, set
apart by God Himself?

Probably most of us start by an
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act of simple obedience: God
commands, we obey. But it needn't
end there, character building as that
may be, God created the Sabbath for
man's blessing. We must grasp the
blessing. It's one we desperately
need—most especially in  these
times.

On reading the BSA Directory
of Sabbath-observing Groups it
struck me how, aside from a few
notably larger denominations, we
are mostly very small, Twao or three
families make up many of the
groups. You don’t have to live, as we
do, on a remote island in Southeast
Alaska to be short on Sabbath
fellowship. This in itself makes
Sabbathkeeping more difficult.
There are less things we can do, and
being the gregarious creatures that
most of us are we crave the
stimulation of thoughts from others.
S0 if you have a church nearby—
larpe or small—get toit. We need one
another. If you're all alone, spend
the day in communion with others
of like faith through the Word of God
and religious publications. I often
gave the religious material that
comes in for a Sabbath afterncon
treat,

THESABBATH SENTINEL




e Sabbath
light

ww Cheih

It's best not to try to spend the
Sabbath with non-observers unless
you're there in a missionary role. It's
almngt impossihle not to  find
yourself embroiled in discussions of
work or bugsiness problems, ete. that
have nothing to da with the things
of (God.

Our children need sactivities
that are done only and especially on
the Babhath. Something they can
look forward to. It might be a nature
collection of some sort, requiring
Sabbath walks: an ongoing crafl
project with Christian theme: a very
special Chnstian book to read:
someone okd or il to visit,

Teenagers probably have the
most difficalt time of all. They need
the help and support of every one of
w4, Those who must attend public
high schools are rarely able to
participate in sports, band trips,
dances, and many other things.
They may find themselves in ehurch
groups where they're luck v if theee's
even one other teenager {one they
may have no great affinity for). The
call to Lve is very strong during
those years, They have no urge to
get home for a nap.

What can we do? First | think

Marep (s

we should make every effort to see
that they have as much companion-
ship as possible with other Sabhath-

keeping young people. They need to

feel that they're not alone in the
waorld, Even if there may be other
doctrinal differences, we as adults
can lay that aside for the time being
and thank God that there's unity on
vne 1gsue ai least.

Also theoupgh the study of God's
Word we can impress upon oy
vouth how their faithfulness to God
in one isspe will give them added
strength to be faithfyl in all others.

Encourage them to be pen-pals
with other Sabbathkeepers, Involve
them in worthwhile missionary
work for a Sabbath alternoon: get
out with them into God's preat world
where a low-cruising golden hawk
may ook you over or a slesk =eaql
raige its dripping head to observe
your progress along the shore,

The majesty ol nature brings
home the power of God's creation,
helping us o “Eemember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy.”

s TR @asthiaoe fves ad Sergivf Maland,
Abasle; reprinted from Good Tidings,
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HNEWS FROM THE BS5A

Meetings in Maryland and
Missouri

A BSA-zponsored meeting 18
scheduled for 2 p.m. Sabbath after-
noon, April 23, at the Norrsville,
Maryland, SDA church (between
Baltimore and Yeork, Penna.).
Speakers will include Ken
Chroniger, pastor of the Upper
Marlboro, Md., SDB church,
Richard Wiedenheft, BSA executive
director, and Rick Wilkin, pastor of
the host church, and Eugene
Lincoln, BSA president. Local
contact person is Burton Rexrode at
(7171 456-7219. More details in April
TaS,

BSA will also participate in a
series of meetings in Springfield,
Missouri, sponsored by Pass It On
Ministries. Dates are May 20, 21, &
22 at the Drary Inn. Local contact is
Pass It On Ministries of Jefferson
City at (314) 496-3917. More details
in April TSS.

Postage & Handling Charge
We've put it off for years, butthe
time has come that we have to begin
adding a 81 posiage and handling
charge to all literature orders from
BSA. Without it, the postage for
small orders can consume most of
the price of the material ordered.

Catholic and Protestant Con-
fessions To Be Heprinted

In January we discovered our
supply of Roman Catholic Con-
fessions about! Sunday and
Protestant Confessions about
Sunday was depleted. In a rush, we
are in the process of revising these
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two tracts and improving source
documentation. They will be
reprinted as one booklet in our new
format. Don't request these tracts
now, but watch for a notice about
the new booklet in the April or May
igsue of TSS.

Cassette Tape Library

For some time we have
considered establishing a BSA tape
lending library; other duties have
delaved this project and now it
seems  more feasible to make
Sahbath-related tapes available for
gale at wvery low prices, We are
currently getting permission from
various speakers to do this. Watch
for announcements in UpCcoOmMIng
izsues of TES,

Do You Read Seventh-day
Periodicals?

If so, perhaps you can help.
Reading many different seventh-
day publications is one of the major
responsibilities of the editor. You
can help by scarching the
periodicals you read for material
that would be of interest to the
SENTINEL readers. For more
information about how vou can help
in this regard, write the editor at KD
1 Box 475, Falls, PA 18615,
Newspaper Ads

A number of BSA members
have run Sabhath ads in local news-
papers—with mixed response. One
subseriber from Ohio has used a less
direct approach with fairly good
results. Her ad simply reads “PFree
Bible literature, Eternal life?
Write . . . .” To those who respond
she sends a packet of material,
including a Sabbath article.

THE SapRATH SEMTINEL




Résﬂurﬂés Avﬂilable Frﬂm BSA

Books
Higtory of the Sabbath & Sunday by John Kiesg (64 OO+
The Sabbath in the New Testament by Samuele RBacchiscehi (275 ;] 4 1 [ %8
From Sabbath to Sunday by Samuele Bacchiooehi B R
IRvine Rest for Human Restlessness by Bamuele Bacehioechi (320 PP omrnrice oo resen,
The Low, the Gospel and the Sabbath by Frank M., Walker (41 1111 S & |
wight Face: A Handbook for Sa bbathkecpers by Eugone Lineoln G PP 2 Tor &1
IMrectory of Sahha th-observing Groups (19868 Edition) S 1
Back issues of THE SaspaTH SENTINEL LT LT TP || e . 1

e

-

Booklets

Why the Seventhaay Sebbath (12 PP i sssrnssconse s S08 eich: $17/ 1000
feble Truth About “Salvation by Grace Throweh Faith " by I, Walker (32 P )0 ea,; S8/720
Wuestions for Seventh Dovists Answered by T, Littredl (L8 pp) o e e £5500
Sabbath Truth and Sunday Fallacies by George A, Main (12 ppo . 12 e, 85460
Has Sabbath Time Beon Loge? by Jogeph M, MeGuire (10 PR Mo 19 pa. 35560

Tracts

Roman Catholic Confessions Abowt Sunday (B ppde o) temparnnly out of atock
Protegtant Confesaions About SERAAY (6 PD.) s temporanly out of stock
The Weekly Reat Day by Greorge A, Main /4 - B T T
Sunday— The Lord's Iav? (4 P Fe e e s T it B57910H)
The Hear of Your Life (1 U 22 ea. 857400
Search the Seriptures (1 p.) L st rsnes D8 BEL T S50

sample copies of tracts are available free if you enclose with YOUT
request a self-addressed 710 envelops with 99¢ poslige.

Promotional Aids

Sabbath Colendars for B e LTS ea; 3150 ea. for 10 or more
Ball psint pens with imprint: “Tha Seventh Day is the Sabhaik"” S -1 £, 14T 1 )
Bumper stickees with a Sabhath B LTSI OTSRORE. 1 [T . 1% f
sabbath seals, ... TSR 3 I, i

Poat cards with Sabbath mr:uaaj_.:-e: on one Aide,
apace for personal message and address on the other side..coo oo 51/ dozen

Cassette Tapes......... look for announcements in upcoming iseues about
cassettes with Sabbath-related megsages—at be made available at low cost

Because of high mailing costs, please add $1 to all
orders for shipping and handling.

Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RID 1 Box 222 o Fairview, OK 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200

Members of BSA may take a 207 diseount off the list price of all 1items,

MaroH 14985
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FROM THE SEVENTH DAY COMMUNITY

513A Hipghlights of 1987

In an end-of-the-year editorial,
Dr. William Johnsson, editor of
Adventist Reviem, listed what he
considered to be the highlights of
the year for the SDA church. At the
top of his list was the opening of
gpportunities for the Adventist
church in Hussia. Other notable
advances included the growth of the
Inter-American [ivision (0 more
than one million people and growth
of worldwide membership to over
five million: the establishment on
Guam of a radie station, which
broadeasts 220 hours per weelk in 14
lanpuages and covers half the globe,
the Adventist Dewelopment and
Helief Agency Intermationsl
egtahlished an office in Beipng,
{China; the 3DA church bhoing
officially recopnized by the [talian
government; the reopening of the
charch work in Burunds; and Loma
Linda University Medical Center’s
designaBon as the location of a
proton beam acceleralor,

CGI Reports New Hecords

In a [December letier to
supparters, Garner Ted Armstrong
reported new records in the response
to The Chureh of God International
outreach programs. Morve than 2400
letters were reocived on December 21
and the previous two weckends
averagped more than a thousand
phone ealls in response to telecasts,
Armstrong also reported that he
had rendocted 27 personal-
appearance campaigns durnng 1987
and expecis to conduct at least as
many in 1488 Income for the year
increazed about 12 or 13 percent
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gver the previous vear. Growth 1o
membership  included six  new
congregations in the Philippines,
thowgh no figures were given.

SNA Church Moves Against
Homosexual Support Geoup

The Adventist church has
asked a 115, Thstrict Court Lo 1s5ue
injunctions te prevent SDA
Kinship, International, Inc., which
describes itself as a “support group
fur Seventh-day Adventist {former
or current) gay men and lesbians
and their friends,” from using the
church's name. The move CDmMes
after the Loz Anpgeles-based group
refused 1o voluntarily cease using
the Church's name. While 5DA
Kinship insists the Bible does not
condemn homoesexual onentation or
hehavior, last October the Adventist
church adopted an official
statement that took a Arm stand
aprainst homosexuality, To quote 1y
part. ' . . homosexual practices
(gay and lesbian), and bestiality are
among the obvious perversiong of
God’s original plan,”

Federal Grant for Loma Linda
University

Of the 5557 billion in the legisla-
tion approved by the U.5. House of
Hepresentatives on December 3, 55.0
million was a2 grant to help fund
development of @ proton-heam
accelerator at Lema Linda
University Medical Center
(LLUMC). Scheduled to begin by
1990 the $39 million project will be
the first hospital-based aceelera-
tor—it is expected to revolutionize
cancer treatment.

THE Samsa) s SENTINEL




NEWS Frrom THE SEVENTH-DAY COMMUNITY

LLUMC was recently at the
center of a nationwide debate over
the ethics of keeping a baby alive in
order to salvage certain organs for
transplant. The controversy
involved the fetus carried by Brenda
Winner, an ultrasound scan in the
fifth month revealed that it was
missing a major part or all of its
brain. Winner decided to carry the
baby to term and urged LLMUC to
make its organs awvailable for
transplant. The medical center
agreed to keep the infant alive
artificially for up to a week while
suitable recipients were found. As it
turned out, the baby was stillborn
on  December 22 and only the
corneas and heart valves weore
usable for transplant.

Will Herbert Armstrong Rise?
Martin Filippello, a former
minister of the Worldwide Chureh of
God (WCG) proclaimed that Arm-
strong would rise from the dead as a
precursor to the Great Tribulation,
which will begin on April 1, 1988, In
a large open letter published last
July in the Pasadena Star-News,
Filippello, who had resigned from
WCG in March, accused church
leaders of wvarious sins and pro-
claimed that beginning next month
there will be no rain in the U.S.,
England, Canada, Australia, South
Africa, or New Zealand for three
and a half years. He has begun the
Church of God Philadelphia Era,
styling himself as Elijah the
prophet and one of the fwo
witnesses—Herbert Armstrong is to
be the other. He labels Joseph
Tkach, current WCG leader, as the
“son of perdition™ for relaxing the
church’s divoerce doeirine, for
exempting ministers from two of the
three tithes required by the chureh,
thus ereating a deuble standard:;

ManroH 98

Tkach also relaxed the church's
doctrine against medical science.
Both Filippello and Tkach were
deacons in the Chicago WOG
congregation in the parly 1960's:
both were ordained as eldersin 1963,

In spite of periodic attacks such
as those by Filippello, WCG
continues to grow in membership
and income. “The World Tomorrow"
telecast is currently aired weekly on
441 TV stations and five cable
networks. However, only three radio
stations in North America carry its
program—at one time the number
was over 400, Circulation of The
Plain Truth has dropped hy a
million subscribers to seven million.

True and Free Adventists
Attacked in Soviet Press
According to Keston News
Service, a series of articles in the
Soviet journal, Oktyvabre, has
labelled unregistered churches as
subversives and agents of the CIA.
The primary targets of the attack
were  the Eastern-rite  Catholic
Church and the True and Free
Seventh Day Adventists (TFSDA),
in particular, Rostislav Galetsky, a
leader of the underground
Adventists, He had served a five-
year prison sentence which ended
two years ago; he had alse
established links with dissidents
such as Alexander Ginzburg and
the Helsinki Group, and sent papers
about religious rights to the West.
Oktyabre accused the entire TF3DA
leadership of involvement in
criminal activity because of letters
they sent to Western leaders. M.L
Murkin, another TFSDA leader,
was impugned for identifving the
beast of Revelation with the
Communist revolution and for
linking the Papacy with the Soviet
government. Oktvabre condemned
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TFSDA for its teaching against
military service, which is one of the
primary areas of dispute with the
official Adventist Church in the
185K (which accepts military
service).

Thesze articles confirm that the
TFSDA has secret printing presses
which produce a great deal of
samizdat (underground literature)
and that it records foreign
Adventist radio programs to
distribute to its members.

Latvian Adventist Disfellow-
shipped |
Keston MNews Service also

reported the expulsion of Arijs
Tomsong from his church because
he is involved in the human rights
group “Helsinki "86.” Along with
some other Adventists he had
participated in a demonstration in
memory of Stalin's victims; he was
also involved in other human rights
activities as a member of the
Helsinki group, activities he
considered neither unchristian nor
anti-government.  However, the
church leaders who expelled him
said he was opposing the
government and bringing shame on
the conpgregation, that laying
wreaths in honor of Stalin's victims
was “‘a cult of the dead.”

Gypsies Heached by Adventists
What is thought to be the first

(God 18 molding and forming us. If
(God is not, life’s spinning wheel can
only confuse us, and make us sick to
our stomachs with dizziness, But
God is bent over the wheel, shaping
us, slowly, into a beautiful vessel
that will bring joy and satisfaction
to Him—and to us.
e Bt L, Crond News Ulnlimited,
WE e ry, MHNN

la

gvpsy SDA church is being built for
55 vounyg people in Santiago, Chile,
though there may be an older
congregation in Romania. Work
among gypsies is difficult because a
person does not gain individuality
until ke is 60, however, former palm
readers and others involved in their
stealing, cheating, and lying culture
(as they described it), now point to
the power of the Holy Spiritin a new
life. The Chilean outreach in
Homana, the gypsy language
understosd by 10 million people
around the world, brings to 644 the
number of languages in which
Adventists do oral work; publishing
ig done in 172 languages.

Youth Director Heads for
Philippines

Seventh Day Baptist director of
yvouth ministry, Matthew Olson,
will be going to the Philippines for
five maonths early in 1988 to work
with the SDB Convention in Cebu
City, Cebu. He will work with
Eleazar Pawpa, president of the
Philippine Convention, and with
that country’s national youth
director, coordinating Sabbath
school and youth work programs,
helping church leaders implement
Christian edueation and youth
programs. Mrs, Olson, a registered
osecupational  therapist, will be
working as a medical missionary in

and around Cebu City.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS$1117

By all means notify us in
advance when you move. If we
send a SENTINEL to vour old
address, the post office charges
us 306G to return it—and you risk

missing that issue,

THE SasEsaTH SENTINE




COMMENT

MEWS AND COMMENTARY

Dirty Tricks: Two years ago this
seribe deeried some Sabbath-
keepers’ removal of free magazines
from racks set up in stores by
members of a different Sabbath
group. Now he laments even dirtier
tricks.

{1y One Holyvday-keeping
church with a large TV ministry has
reportedly threatened to pull its
programs from stations which air a
rival program too close to its own.
Because of the church’s economic
muscle, it has apparently succeeded
to some degree in suppressing the
other broadeast.

(2) A sacred name assembly
recently sued a break-awav group,
claiming trade name infringement
because the new group’s title was
similar. Though the case appeared
to be without merit, the defendants
apparently settled by further
differentiating  their name and
paying damages,

The first case involves possible
illegal and, certainly, unethical
restraint of trade, while the second
breaks the Biblical command noet to
take a brother to court. Both cases
involve an established Sahbatarian
church trving to punish a rroup that
had recently split off. Both show a
mean spirit far removed from the
Haolv Spirit,

“By this shall all men know vou
are my disciples, thal vou love one
another.” Those who act otherwise
make all 7th-davers look bad.

Cult influence is exagperated,
says Prof. Stuart Wright of Lamar
Univ., Beaumont, TX. “At no time
has the Unification Church
[Moonies] in the United States had
more than G000 or 2000 mem-

Marcy 1985

bers . . . . What we're finding is
that they're going out the back door
as quickly as they were poing in the
front door. The turnover rate is high,
the average stay being ahout two
vears.'

Satan cults, however, can he
extremely dangerous. A seemingly
normal Marvland teenager recently
killed his mother and himself when
hiz cult activity was discovered,
Police departments across America
are taking courses on Satanism's
danger, often using the text, “The
Ultimate Evil,” which connects the
Son of Sam, Charles Manson,
hennedy assassin Sirhan Sirhan,
and drug guru Timothy Leary with
the occult. Charles E. Venable, a
retired Delaware State Police Major,
now a crominology teacher, has
found many evidences of Satan
worship in  the quiet farming
communities of the Delmarva
Peninsula, At an abhandoned barn
from which teenagers have been
chased away he discovers mutilated
Barbie dolls and a sign warning
people to leave or die. Just kids
expernimenting, he says; but in his
classes for police and civilians, he
does not minimize the danger.

The Worldwide Church of God
may sue the Alexandria, IN, public
school system because it refuses to
grant children excused absences for
religious convocations, although it
allows absences for sports, music,
and some political activities. The
community seems to support the
church against the school board,

send clippings to Howard M. Mesick, BRI 1 Box
2080, Harily, DN 19955
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TO REPEAT

SIGHNIFICANT STATEMENTS BY
OR ABOUT SABBATHKEEPERS

LIf we realize life’s purpose is to become more like God], we cannot be:
averwhelmed, even if those around us are ., . . If brother So-and-5o falls
away, we are not destroyed. If the ... church becomes filled with
“eotivinced but not converted sinners,”’ we will not quit in frustration. If
materialism and Me-ism overtake a segment of the fellowship, we will not
lose sight of our divine calling. For we have been called, we have answered,
and we move forward toward the full, final redemption and renewal of all
things. We belong to the community of God and we collectively will lead the
church to triumph. It is a triumph of eternal consequence.

— Fditarial by Fred Wailter, The Harvest Field Messenger,
Churek of God (Reventh Dayi

Mare people reject the Sabbath because of the unsatisfactory Sabbath
ohservance of Sabbatarians than for any other reason.

— Aiddreas by 8IS president Herbert Saunders,
(478 Hikie Babbark Assac. concenfiog

Whenever you have high standards without the gospel, grace, arnd
forgiveness, you cut the heart out of people.

—Kermean o the Importance of the gospel,
by Lesmrond Ford, Sept. [987

Home churches are more personal; and they create a favorable
atmosphere in which Christians can learn and minister to each other. The
churches can easily grow and multiply, thus extending the good news and
life of Christ to new communities without the work and expense of erecting
special buildings. Home churches can meet jointly for special large
meetings in rented halls.

—Framm a tract, New Testoment Churches, by Al Van Dvk

1f [the ban on women's ordination] is regarded as limited to the culture
of Paul's time, the same could be said of Biblical teachings regarding
creation, Sabhathkeeping, clean and unclean meats, footwashing, tithing,
pte. The authority of seripture as a whole would thus be undermined and
discredited.

—“Answers o GQuestions about Wanen's Ordination,” premicr issue of
Affirm, Spring (987, independent puliication et Andrews Pnie.

While more than 80 percent of the world's population knows nothing of
Christianity, at least 90 percent of Seventh-day Adventists come from
Christian backgrounds. In other words, traditional Adventism has scarcely
tauched the world of non-Christians.

—Cilohal Strategy: Steetehing for Jeses” By Kt Watts,
Advential Review, fhec. 17, T957, Seventhi-day Adventists
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MAILBOX

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Interview Format Good-—-But
Toog Much SDA News

The interview format vou have
introduced 1in TSS is very good. We
iuok forward to reading more.

I have felt for some time that the
content of Tab was toeo heavy with
S0A malenizl. It may be beeause |
spent five vears with them and left,
and it may be because they are
without a doubd the largest of the
Babbathheeping churches, and
maybe they have more to say, But to
me, and maybe others, [ see tou
much SDA material.

John Shirn

Bloomingtoen, Indiana

Editor's Note: We confess there iz n
preponderance of SDA news in
Tas—but probobly not as murch as
there wouldd be if space were allofted
i proporiton to merstbersiip fuhich
i isr't). However, we invite oll
readers o send us significant news
items about ofher gropps; we'll be
hiapry Lo consider them.

Hesponse to Ford Interview
While I understand olearly the
intent of The Hible Sabbath Associ-
ation to be open to all profesgedd
Sabhathkeepers, I also sensed that
thig interview was used by Dr. Ford
to gxpress his heresies which are
anathema to thase who hold to the
historic and Biblically-basged pillars
of the trust commitied lo the SDA
charch. Apparently not awareof the
issues within the Adwventist
community, yoa intend ko
compound the tragedy by

MahtH 14988

interviswing Dr. Johnsson. It would
seem that you are not conversant
with the John Ankerberg Show on
which Dr. Johnsson appeared in a
gupposed defense of Adventizm.

..... Elder Wm. H. Grotheer
Lamasr, Arkansgasg

When IJe. Ford snswered the
guestion as to whether or not
Sablathkeeping is necessary for
salvation, hisexplanation to show it
1sn1't necessarily geerms to have
banmeranged, He stands in
opposition  to Christ, whe said,
.. Hthou wialtenterinta life, keep
the commandments” (Matthew
1 1 T=—which, of course, includes
the Sahbath. In many wayvs Christ
sald salvation requires more thap
believing,

Wilbur Foor
Edmore, Michipan

Looking for Kristian

Do wou know if Krostian
Enstiansen, Hox 705 DEK-523,
Cxdense M. Denmark is still living. I
always enjoved his book reviews
and have missed seeing that very
intergsting column in THE SABBATH
SENTINEL.

| Ruth F. Fink
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Editor’s Note: If any of our readers
know of Kristtansen, please lot ug
Ernow, Awd if anyone is inferested in
dotng book reviews frogulerly or
nepistonallyl, we'd fove to consider
Lhem for pubilicaiton in TSRS,
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ADS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Opportunity for ¥oung
Christian man to become pariner
in mew company. Must have
drafting or art skills, an interest in
alectronice and agriculture. Bast be
willing to work on Bunday. Write: K.
L. Jantz, Bt. 11, Box 528, Oklahoma
City, OK T3170. (3}

Baltimore-York, PA: April
2% BSA-sponsored meeling, at
Mormiaville, MD., SDA church, 2
pan; various speakers and special
musgic; for infermation contact
Burton Bexrode at (¥17) 458-
7219, {3.4)

Help Wanted: Top climbers
and formen, with experience in all
phases of tree work, to work for
prowing top-quality tree service.
Pavy $10 to $15/hour (F20,000 to
$20.000+/ yr.}, benefits and bonuses.

Excellent opportunity for the nght

individuai{s). Groundmen also
needed, Call Curt Blank, president,
Expert Tree Service, {Evenings 8-10
p.a.} at (215} H48-3676. {3,4)

Baltimore—York, PA, April
% BSA-sponsored meeling, at
MNorrisville, MD., SDA church, 2
p.m.; wariovwus speakers and
special  musie; for  information
contact Burton Hexvode at {717}
4067210, [3,4)

Word of Yahweh Bibles;
%5 to %30 paperback Hotherham
with center reference, Write Keller,
1838 West Hayes, Davenport, IA
5280, (3,4

22

Springfield, MO: May 21-23
meetings open to all—sponsored by
Pasa It On Minisiries and New Life
Christian Church in cooperation
with BSA. Four different speakers,
ineluding Dr. Desmond Ford, a
panel discussion, programs for
children, and tahles for litarature.
Laeation: Drury Inn in Spnnghield.
For more info contact Paze It On
Ministriea, Et. 4, Box 2404,
Jefferson City, MO 6510 (314) 496-
2917, {33}

Enoch and Elijah: Translated
where? Ask Family of God, Campus
View 797, Bloomington, 1N 47401-
3175, {263

The Christian Church of
God holde weekly Sabbath services.
Serving southeast Flonda, For
information write P.0O. Box 3827,
Lantana, FL 33465, {8-8)

Free subseription to The
Prophetic Word Magazine! Learn
the prophecies now being fulfilled!
Learn the prophecies for ocur future!
Write Box 244% Abilene, TX
TOB, {1-12}

Fearpt of Tabernacles 1988.
Attend the fenst this vear at a
neutral site 1n the beautiful foothills
of the Rocky Mounlains in Denwver,
Colorade! Special guest apeakers
from around the country in a perfect
aetting proves to be a glorious but
econorical feast. Send for free
brochure and details to: Featival 88,
e/0 Reach Ministries, F.O. Box
21746, Denwver, CO 80221, {1-9)
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An Entirely New Translation of The Holy Scriptures

This  wversion  of  the Holy
Seriptyres goes several steps further
than any other version using the
Lloly Mame, Many persun and place
names i Bhe  Sceriptores  were
originally ecompounded with  the
name of Yahweh, huot wore never
corrected in other versions using the
sacred names,

| Many migirarsioiions are
§ corrected: Scriptures deleted in the
- Kinp James Version have been
replaced, while added words and
phraszes have been deleted.,

® Editions of the very {iest printing
¢ Complete lext, Genesis throuph Bevelalion

* [Ek pages, T 10 inches

* Written in modern English: no archate words nor unintelligible torms
L

i

Yahweh's name and tidle restored to the entire text

- Thnumnﬂa of twurs {af rezearch have pone into this translation, and i

Prark ]I}EI.H;% hardmw&r or sofltcover simulated leather bindings, with
simulated gold letlering

4

This 18 a truly great version of the Holy Seriptores o add o your
study library; The Book of Yahweh can be yours for a donetion of
$45.00 for the simulated leather binding or $30.08) for the hoardeaver |
edition. (Postage is paid in the USA. Foreign sorface mail, please add |
 F4000) Creder Froen:

The House of Yahweh

P.O. Box 2442
Ahilene, fﬁhd% THA04

w T —— e ———————— iy

A child who knows how to pray, en do not always possess the

work, and think is already half money which they call theies; very
Ldll{?ﬂiiﬁ"i-i. often they are possessed by it,

% f —ferse Hoerieree, Bedormulion Haeradd,

— Hiverdd Piosleleassr fhet s Py DOUHT
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IS YOUR
NUMBER
UP?

Your renewal notice comes with every issue!

The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month that
your subscription expires. For example, if 881 2appears below your address,
December, 1988 is the month of expiration.

Please renew automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

Annual Subscription ..., $10 ($12 outside 1.S.)
Membership in BSA (including subscription) ..o, $20

If you really want to receive THE SABBATH SENTINEL but cannotafford
a subscription, let us know your need. The generosity of others enables us to
send out a limited number of “love” subscriptions.

We’re Looking for Sabbathkeepers!

Probably less than 1 out of 1,000 seventh-day Christians
know about The Bible Sabbath Association!

If you think more should know about us, that more should be reading
THE SABBATH SENTINEL and using BSA material toshare the Sabbath, you

can help by sending us names and addresses of Sabbathkeepers. Think
of . ..

¢ members of the church or assembly where you fellowship

¢ people who attend other seventh-day churches

e scattered individuals with whom you correspond

e brethren you've met at camp meetings and festivals

¢ ministers you've known through the years

e people who could use BSA material to share the Sabbath truth

If you send us their names and addresses, we'll let them know aboutour
associntion, about THE SABpATH SENTINEL, the Sabbath calendar,
Directory of Sabbath-observing Groups, and other Sabbath books and
tracts—material that will help them share the Sabbath with others. Thank
you for helping us!

You may use the reply card enclosed to send names to:

The Bible Sabbath Association

RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737



