


EDITORIAL
Church Growth

Early in June, amidst all the activities surrounding
my son's graduation from high school, | took time out
fo attend a church growth seminar. It was a day full of,
ideas, information, and insights—much (but not all)
of which is directly applicable to seventh-day
churches. One basic theme emerged from the seminar:
the importance of love displayed through personal
contacl.

For example, one study revealed that if a church
visitoris contacted within 36 hours of his visit, there is amore than 80% chance
that he will return the following week. If the contact is made 48 hours alter the
tnitial visit, the chances drop to around 40%. if the follow-up contact is made by
the pastor, it has no influence on whether or not the visitor will come back;
after all, that's his job. But if someone else shows interest in them, they see the
congregation demonstrating real love and concern.

Research in church growth indicates that people must be touched in a
meaninglul way 7 or 8 times before they will commit themselves to a given
congregation. These touches may be personal visits, phone calls, or letters —
all of which demonstrate that the congregation (not just the pastor) has a real
concern for the individual, All these statistics can be summed up in one word:
love.

A Study done by Religion in American Life reveals that 94% of respondents
believe in God and almost 70% claim church membership; yet only 40% attend
church. Most denominations, including the largest Sabbathkeeping denomi-
nation, say that only hall of their members attend church in a given week, Of
course there are many reasons people aren’t involved in local fellowship, but
one major factor is that they have not found a fellowship that provides the
spiritual, emotional, and mental nourishment they need. To be sure, no con-
gregation will effectively minister to all needs of all paople at all times. But
there is undoubtedly much more that we can and should be doing to minister
to those whom the Spirit of the Eternal is drawing.

Unfortunately, while there is a large body of published information about
church growth among first-day churches, there is none that | am aware of
among Sabbathkeeping churches. | hope to remedy this situation over the
next several years, collecting information on the means and methods that
seventh-day churches are using eflectively to reach out to both the saved and
unsaved. If your church is experiencing significant growth or if you know of
churches that are, please let us know—so that we can help one another
effectively use the resources God has given us to share the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and the truth of the Sabbath.

—Richard A, Wiedenhell
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Sabbatarian_
Anabaptists?

by Richard Muller, Th.D.

The major Reformers intended that all their beliefs be based on

Scripture, and the Anabaptisis extended their work. But how did
they relate to the biblical Sabbath?

8 Seventh-day Adven-
tists we are especially
interested in the day of
rest. While the biblical
ewdence 18 of primary importance to
us, wealso wantto know how, through-
out history, others have viewed the
Sabbath. What did the Reformers,
and particularly the Anabaptists,
believe?

In this article we will very briefly
sketch the biblical background,
present a few highlights from the
history of the Sabbath/ Sunday con-
troversy, and look at a little of the
evidence from the Anabaptists.

The biblical background

The biblical evidence as to which
day is the Sabbath, the day for rest
and worship, begins with the Crea-
tion account. God rested on the sev-
enth day (Gen. 2:2, 3)—not because
He was tired, but because He intended
the Sabbath to meet man’s needs.
The Sabbath of Creation was a gift
to man.

The fourth of the Ten Command-
ments {(Ex. 20:8-11)even more clearly
singles out the seventh day as the
Sabbath, the day of worship and
phvsical rest. (According to Luthe-
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ran calculation, it is the third com-
mandment that enjoins the day of
rest. Here they have followed the
Roman Catholic numbering of the
Ten Commandments).

The prophets too speak highly
about the Sabbath. For instance,
Ezekiel says that the Sabbath is a
sign of God’s people, specifically
identifying God as the one who sanc-
tifies His people (Eze. 20:12). And
according to Isaiah 66:23, the Sab-
bath is a sign of the hnpe that God
will create a new heaven and a new
earth (where worship will still take
place on the Sabbath).

Butall this belongs to the Old Test-
ament, Didn’t Chnst abolish the
law? In the whole of the New Test.
ament we do not find that Chnstdid
so. Nor do we find that Christ put
away the Sabbath. He did work
miracles on the Sabbath (see, for
example, Luke 4:16, 21, 31-37; Matt.
12:9:21; Luke 13:10-17; John 5:1-18;
9:1-41). But nowhere does Scripture
say that we cannot do good on the
Sabbath. By His Sabbath miracles,
Jesus was indicating that the Sab-
bath was to be freed from all the
traditional laws that surrounded it.

T Saupari Senings




The hundreds of rabbinical Sabbath
laws had made it 2 burden rather
than a jov. Jesus did not abolish the
Sabbath, but returned to it its origi-
nal meaning.

Nor do Paul’s writings support a
change in the day of worship. Some
have concluded that Paul’'s Epistles
indicate that the law has been abol-
ished, but a careful reading reveals
that he simply wrote against tryving
to usze the law asa means of winning
one's own salvation, According to
Paul, salvation cannot be earned,
butis a free gift of God. In fact, Paul
wrote that the law is not abolished
by faith {Hom. 3:31), and that if is
holy, just, and good {(Rom. 7:12).

MNo scriptoral text—Old or New
Testament—abolishes the seventh-
day Sabbath.

Changing from Sabbath to
Sunday

When we leave the boundaries of
theinspired Bible and mowve into the
time of the early church and on, we
aenter the realm of tradition, of the
opinions of people. What we learn
from this time helps us understand
current practices, but ultimately
these ideas are not binding for
Christians.

We find that the first reference
suggesting that the Sabbath was
abolished was made around A.D.
135, This earliest statement and
thoge that immediately followed
reveal a strong anti-Jewish feehng,
Anti-Judaism, pagan sun worship,
allegorical interpretation of Scrip-
ture, Gnostic heregies, and (reek
philosophies all had their share in
bringing about the abandonment of
the fourth commandment. Slowly
the day of the sun, the first day of
the week, replaced the Sabbath.

Constantine the Great undertook
the most decisive and lasting stepin
the chanpe when he, for religious
and political reasons, declared the
dav of the sun as the national feast
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day. 5oon most Chnstians had trans-
ferred all religious duties and privi-
leges from Saturday, the biblical
Sabbath to Sunday.

During the Middle Ages Sunday
was increasingly regarded as the
Christian Sabbath. With the help of
the state, the church formulated a
great number of laws to proteet Sun-
day sacredness. This was the situa-
tion at the time of the Heformation.
Unfortunately, the great Beformers
such as Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli
did not feel it necessary to reestab-
ligh the hiblieal day of rest. As they
had in a number of other areas, here
also they continued to follow the
traditions of the church.

The RBoman Catholics were ever
ready tocharge the Protestants with
not being consistent with their great
Reformation principle sofa scrip-
tura—Scripture alone. Johann Hek,
one of Martin Luther's fiercest
opponents, pointed out that in the
whole of Seripture, one cannot find
any change of the day of rest. The
Rible speaks only about Sabbath-
keeping. In effect he said, If you Pro-
testants are not honoring Saturday
a1 the Sabbath, then you are follow-
ing our tradition and you are unirue
to your own principles.

The Reformers could not say much
in answer to this criticism. Their
appeal to Seripture did not comport
well with their setting aside the
creation Sabbath, embedded asitis
in the midst of the hely Ten Com-
mandments.

What about the Anabaptisis? Dhd
they not want to reform the church
on the grounds of the Bible alone?
How then did they relate to this
change in the biblical Sabbath?

In many matters the Anabaptists
were not afraid to swim against the
gtream. With their concept of the
church and baptism, they returned
to the seriptural practice rather than
following the traditional approach
regardless of what the majonty
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around them was doing.

Unfortunately, like the Reformers,
the Anabaptists were not alwavys
consistent in their reasoning. Some
concluded that one shounld keep Sun-
day strictly, accepting Sunday as
the Sabbath. Others accepted Luth-
er's position that there were no
longer any holy days, that all days
were equal. They maintained that
Sunday should be observed only
because of tradition and for the sake
of church order. But there were some
Anabaptist groups who were not
willing to compromise in this reapect,
and who reinstituted God’s venera-
ble Sabbath as the day of rest and
worship.

Reforming the day of rest

Unfortunately, notenough research
has been done to reveal to what
extent the Anabaptists kept the hib-
lical Sabbath. We know that some
groups in Moravia and Silesia did
go. But the primary sources, the
books and tracts that the 8abbath-
keeping Anabaptists themaelves
wrote, have been lost. This is not
gurprising, since thosge in authority
systematically destroyved the writ-
ten works of the groups they regarded
as heretical. Consequently, we have
to rely on information that the
opponents of the biblical Sabbath
have left for us.

We have a few sources that were
written in an attempt to refute the
Anabaptists’ position on the Sab.
bath. Because these writings clearly
reveal a polemical spirit, it is diffi-
cult to know whether they painted
an accurate picture of the Anabap-
tists, and yet until someone finds
the original works of the Sabbath-
keeping Anabaptists, we can learn
about them only from these sources.

The best known Sabbatarian Ana-
baptist leaders were Oswald Glait
and Andreas Fischer, two scholare
and theologians who had been pri-
ests before they joined the Anabap-
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tist movement. Their positions reveal
a comprehensive knowledge of Serip-
ture—their only guide—and alao of
the Sabbath. The following is a
summary of Fischer's understand-
ing of the Sabbath as his opponent
Valentine Crautwald presented it.

“l. The Ten Commandments of
(God are ten covenant words in which
the external Sabbath is instifuted
and included. Where the Sabbath 1s
not kept, one trespasses the com-
mandments of God and there remain
only eight (sic) covenant words,

“2. Moges, the prophets, includ-
ing the apostles, who are teachersin
the New Testament, all teach the
Ten Commandments to which also
the Sabbath belongs: therefore, one
should keep it.

“3. In the New Testament it 18
commanded thatthe Ten Command-
ments are to be kept; therefore also
the Sabbath.

“4, Christ works the command-
mentg of God, which is the will of
His Father, into believing hearts.
He makes known His work, law, and
commandment, to which belongsalso
the Sabbath of Moses, which one
should keep.

“A, The Sabbath [commandment]
ig one of the big commandments;
therefore, one should keep it.

B, Through faith we establish
the law, Romans 3: therefore alao
the Sabbath.

“7. The first and oldest fathers
[patriarchs]have kept the command-
ments of God, before Moses. There-
fore. they had also to keep the exter-
nal Sabbath, otherwise they would
not have kept the Ten Command-
ments of God. .. .For this reason one
should keep the Sabbath visibly
[eusserlich] in Christendom accord-
ing to the law.

*A, James declares, ‘If someone
says he keeps the whole law but fails
in one peint he has become guilty of
breaking all of it: he has become a
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transgressor of the law." Pray tell,
can or may the Sabbath be an excep-
tion?

9. Paul repeats the law, but the
law includes the Sabbath, which is
generally understood; and when the
other apostles refer to one or two of
the commandments they refer to the
tables, the covenant of God.

“10. Paul and the apostles held
meetings on the Sabbath.

“11l, The Scriptures speak so often
about the Sabbath; if I would have
as many tests and passages about
Sunday as there are about Sabbath,
I would keep Sunday instead of
Sabbath.

“12. We believe with the Jews that
there is but one God | Deut. 6:45], and
salvation has come tous from them,
and vet we are not Jewa, why should
we not keep the Sabbath with them?

“13. Christ, the apostles, and all
early fathers [of the church] have
kept holy the Sabbath day.

“14, Pope Victor and Emperor Con-
stantine are the first ones who orderd
that Sunday should be kept; itisalso
issued in the Decretal; but God insti-
tuted and ordered the |[keeping of
the] Sabbath.

“158. All assemblies of Christians
were held on Sabbath for many vears
about Christ's time,

*16. The commandments of God
gtand and remain forever, KEcclesi-
astes 12: Baruch 4. Even if all letters
would burn up, as the Jews lost the
tables long ago, the Ten Command-
ments remain until the end of the
world, because they are the everlasi-
ing commandments.”

(We do not consider all of Fiacher's
arguments valid. Number 14, for
example, i not a true historical
gtatement, and number 16 appeals
to Baruch, a book that does not
belong to the Protestant canon of
Seriptures, but in those days was
included in the Bible.)

Az Seventh-day Adventists, we
appreciate these spiritual forebears.
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They are a part of the people from all
the ages who have wanted to be true
to God's Word and who have honored
His holy Sabbath.

But although we are interested in
establishing our links with the past,
our primary reason for keeping the
seventh day asthe Sabbathisthatit
iz scriptural. The Bible speaks only
of that day as the day of rest and
worship. We feel bound to the Word,
including the Ten Commandments.
Wa feel bound to honor theday that,
sinee the creation of the world, God
has set aside.

“Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus” (Rev. 14:12),

Richard Muller, Th.I.

—Reprinted from Jen. 87 issue of
Ministry, used by permission. The
author is a pastor in the West Lhan-
ish Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists.

It is admireble for & man to taoke
his son fishing, but there is a special
place in heaven for the father who
takes his doevghter shopping.

—John Sinor in San Diego Tribune
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Church Planting:

Our Next-city Mission

by Rodney Henry

Editor's note; the following article, condensed from The Sabbath
Recorder, is written with Seventh Day Baptists in mind; howeuver,
the ﬂi"”iﬂi‘.ﬁff‘ﬁ presented will be valuable to all ‘mhbﬂthkeepws
interested in church growth end evangeliam. The authoris Director
of Extension for the SDB General Conference. Formerly, he and his
wife, Camille, served for 5 years as missionaries to the Philippines.

Church growth principles show us
that church planting is the most
effective means for denominational
growth. This can be demonstrated
by the fact that we have had more
Seventh Dav Baptistchurches planted
in the past 10 years than in the pre-
vigus 75 yvears. The focal point of
this new church planting has been
in the city.

There 18 one glowing fact that
must be stated at the bepinning.
There 15 no formula for starting a
new church. Therefore, be aware
that this materiel is not written asa

B

step by step guide on how to plant a
church.,

Perhaps more than any otherarea
of ministry, church planting requires
a vision from God. Dr. Curtis Hut-
gon said, “You can't achieve what
vou can't conceive,” (od is still in
the business of directing his peoaple.
Discerning God's direction and will
is certainly the most difficult, yet
important, aspect of church plant-
ing. Seeking a vision from (od about
church planting can be done by
spending time with Jesus, the one
who said, T will build my church.”
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The vigion may not begin with a
focus on a location. It can begin by
God answering the guestion, “Who
ig (iod calling us to reach?"” We are
becoming more and more aware of
the fact that we live in a pluralistic
gociety. There are language differ-
ences, cultural differences, economic
differences, educational differences,
ete. The chureh of Jesus Christ
believes that it is called to reach all
types of people, wherever they live.
Thiz is good theology, but it makes
for poor strategy because it is too
broad,

The firet consideration on discov-
ering who God has called you fo
reach, is to discern whether God is
calling you to reach the saved or the
unsaved. There is a valid minisiry
in providing a church for those who
have come out of ¢ Sundaykeeping
church or another Sabbathheeping
church. These peaple need a church
family and Seventh Day Baptists
can provide sich a ministry to them.
Howeuver, this is not evangelism.

Developing a strategy to reach
people is very difficult and should
alwavs be done in the context of
prayer and divine guidance, There
is no one strategy which can work
best in all contexts. The strategy
must fit the group God has called
vou to reach. Church planters seem
to agree that the majority of the
things that they try do not work.
The church planter does not worry
about what did not work, but glories
in the one that did, The point iz that
we must choose a strategy and be
prepared to modify it or abandon it
if it is not working. Therefore, he
flexible and be prepared to change
and adapt methods as needed.

There seems to be two basie types
of methods used in getting a group
started. For lack of better terminol-
ogy we will call one “church based”
and the other “needs based.”
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Church based methods

Many believe that God has set the
agenda for the church and that the
agenda involves a clear understand-
ing of the Word of God, especially
his message about salvation in
Christ. They see that the word of
(God,itself, should be the factor entic-
ing the unchurched to come tochurch
and understand the truth of God
which will lead them to salvation,

There have heen many churches
planted successfully using these
types of methods. The following are
methods based on this type of
approach to church planting.

Door-todoor evangelism

Since yvou have to start some-
where vou begin by going to the
homes of the people where God has
called vou to start & church. You
may say something like, “Hello, I
am Rod Henry and we are starting a
newchurchin the community. I was
wondering if you might have time
now for me to explain to you & mea-
sage of good news from the Bible.”
And so it goes until you have an
opportunity to share the gospel
message and lead someone to a sav-
ing knowledge of Christ.

Evangelistic Bible Study

This method reguirea a place for
you to meet with a small groupin the
vicinity of the people you will be
reaching out to. With this method
wou aimply invite the people vou are
geeking to reach to come to the
designated home for a free Bible
study about the person of Jesus
Christ. These Bible studies always
focus on the person of Jesue and the
plan of salvation. You can eitherask
for people to respond to the gospel
during the studies or get their home
addresses sothat you can vigit them
in their homes. At that time, you
would review the message, angwer
their questions and give them oppor-
tunity to receive Christ as their per-
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sonal Sawvor.
Warship service or Sabbath School

If vou are beginning with a nucleus
of believersin a given area, youmay
choose to begin a small worship ser-
vice or Sabbath School. To this
embryonic group vou invite, either
by door-to-doorinvitation or through
advertising, those God has called
you to reach. This has been our
primary means of church planting
for the past few decades,

Advertising

When advertising the presence of
a new Seventh Day Baptist church
in the community, expect that vour
response will come primarily from
Sabbathkeeping Christians. If this
method is used the church planter
must be prepared to handle a great
deal of theological diversity.

Meeds-based methods

The latest methods which are being
emploved by church planters who
have been strongly influenced by
the church growth movement are
what [ call "needs based.” The basic
philosophy of this approcah is to
identify the group of people God is
calling vou to reach. Then find out
from them their greatest felt needs
and meet them in the name of Jesus
Christ and in the context of vour
new church, Discovering the needs
of vour people groupis noteasy. The
bhasic assumption is that the best
way tofind ontistoask them by way
of an opinion poll.

Some of the following are exam-
ples of needs-based methods which
have heen successful in some
churches. Remember, these weare
successiul because they fit the par-
ticular place and people the church
was trying to reach.

Parents without partners

In 200 mmunity where the divorce
rate 18 especially high the church
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can be actively involved in helping
single parent families cope with their
peculiar needs.

Mothers of pre-school children

In new communities there are
often a great many families with
small children. These communities
often contain new mothers and
mothers coping with the unigue
problems of pre-school children. One
church put on lectures regarding
“potty training” which were an
incredible catalyst in the growth of
the new church. This could also
invalve cooperation in babysitting
or even working out a cooperative
day care center,

Weight control

Cur society is inecreasingly con-
cerned with fitness and weight con-
trol. One church has what thev call
Y30 diet, discipline and disciple-
ship. They found a need and are
meeting 1t in the context of the
church.

Seasonal evenits

If a home 18 available in the out-
reach community it may meet a
social need among the women to
have a Christmas Coffee ora Thanks-
giving. You can invite them to par-
ticipate in socializing, recipe swap-
ping, prayerand a short evangelistic
Bible study.

Bilock parties

One of the greatest felt needs in
many communities 1= the need for
them to get to know their neighbors.
A block party organized by the new
church is a possibility. This method
is somewhat risky in that if there is
drunkennesa the church can be
associated with what goes on at the
block party.

Parents Night Out {or Kids Night
Cut)

This 18 an opportunity for a new
group which has the facilities to
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provide graded activities and Bible
teaching to the children of anyone
in the community who wants to
have a few hours to spend with
his/her spouse. If an exciting pro-
gram is presented to the children
they may want to come back on
Sabbath for more of the same, This
could eventually lead to contact with
with the parents,

Meeting specific physical or emo-
tional needs

One of our Seventh Day Baptist
churches 15 putting on seminars
dealing with handling stress. The
poeeibilities here are great.

Thislist could po on and on because
1t 18 based on the needs of the people
the new church is tryving to reach.
These needs are varied and it often
requires a great deal of creativity
and flexibility. The focus and thrust
of church planting todayis on needs-
based methodology as opposed to
church-based methodology. This is
what Donald MeGavran calls “build-
ing bridges”™ to unchurched people
EToups.

With a knowledpe of where God is
calling you to plant a church, the
people God is calling vou to reach,
the type of chureh he is calling you
to plant {philosophy of ministry)
and the preliminary methods you
will use, vou are ready to do the
preparations.

Preparation

Begin by writing out yvour vision,
the preliminary area of outreach,
the people group vou are being called
to reach, yvour philosophy of minis-
trv, and vour sirategy. With all of
thia written out and agreed upon,
everyvone involved will understand
the direction for the new church, As
new people receive Christ, and become
involved in the ministry, vou will
have an effective tool for sharing
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the direction of the ministry and

how they can participate.

When vou have written out every-
thing from wvision to strategy, vou
are ready to make some organiza-
tional decisions.

1. Who will make the decisions in
the ongoing work of the church-
planting project?

2. What are the various tasks which
must be accomplished?

3. In whatorder must these tasks be
accomplished?

4. Who will be responsible to accom-

plish each task?

How will resgurces be provided

for each tagk?

6. When will each task be accomp-

lished?

Where will each task be accomp-

lished?

8. How will we evaluate the ongoing
project?

When the church planting project
gets underway with all of the tagks,
organization, people and money, it
16 easy io allow these things to
gqueeze out time for prayver. It is
important to take ttme as individu-
als and in groups to pray for the gui-
dance of the Father in all that you
do. Jesus was very careful to model
this important principle for us
today.

Not all churches, pastors and
church leaders will be able to handle
the challenge of church planting.
But Seventh Day Baptist history
gshows that many of our forefathers
and foremothers were just such pio-
Nesrs. iﬂday, God is still looking for
more pioneers who are called by him
and willing to work and sacrifice for
the sake of the Kingdom. There are
atill frontiergin the Kingdom of God
and he is still calling out pioneers,
Pray for God’s gumidance as yvou seek
to understand wvour role in God's
strategy of puahmg back the king-
dom of darkness through church
planting.
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Pennsylvania Churches Day

The third annual Pennsylvania
Churches Day waspsponsored in May
by the two Seventh Day Baptist
churches at Salemville. Morning ser-
vices, held at the German SDB
Church (known locally as the “Brick
Church™), featured music by the
Salemville Choir under the direction
of Linda Graffiue and a sermon by
Elder Victor Burford of the Church
of God {Seventh Day). At midday
the congregation was dismissed to
travel to the other SDB church {the
“Bell Church”)for a fellowship meal
and the afternoon meeting, which
began with a special program of
mugzic by the Salemville Junior Youth
Fellowship. Then Kent Martin, pas-
tor of the “Bell Church™ led congre-
gational singing and introduced
representatives of the various groups,
who apoke on the theme “The Faith
We Have in Common."” Richard
Wiedenheft epoke on behalf of the
United Church of God and The Bible
Sabbath Association; Mark Hoffer
spoke for Church of the Eternal God,

Harrisburg, Penna.; Curt Blank of

the Remnant of God's People in the
Philadelphia area, shared hisdream
of an overseas mission program for
Sabbathkeeping youths; Bishop

Samuel Kramer, of The Church of

Bishop Samuel Kramer {}ﬁli'ti,

Curt Blank, Remnant of God's People,
Philadelphia, shares hie vislon of over-
weas mission projects for Babbathkeep-
ing youtha patterned after Teen Missions,
International.

God, Jerusalem Acres, spoke for his
denomination, which has a number
of congregations in the state; and
Charles Graffius, pastor of the “Brick
Church,” closed the program. After
the meeting, several people visited
the nearby residence of Pastor Graf-
fiuas to learn more about the Media
Froject, Inc,, a Christian wideo
casgette lending library which
operates from hig home. The entire
day provided an opportunity for
people of various persuasions and
backgrounds to get to know and
understand one another better—
something BSA enthusiastically
applauds,

overgeer for Penna, for The Church of God, Jerusslem

Acres, gets nequainted with Victor Burford, northesstern district aupervisor for the

Church of God (Seventh Day).
12
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LAW

OM THE LEGAL FROMT

The following are condensed from
the Winter ‘88 Court Report, pub-
lished by the SDA church.

McNair v. The Worldwide Church
of God (WCG) sternmed from the
first divorce granted to a high-
ranking minister of the church. To
justify the divorce Roderick Mere-
dith, [Dhrector of Pastoral Admin.,
charged at a ministerial conference
and in a WCG publication, that Mrs.
MeNair “tourned [her husband’s]
children against him, refused fobea
wife to him for over two yvears—to
gleep with him, to cook for him, or
even civilly communicate with him
in adecent manner: she had deserted
him.” Mre. McNair sued for libel
and congpiracy and won $1.26 mil-
lion in an Aug. 1984 jury trial. The
California 2nd Distriet Court of
Appeals, in Dec. 1987, overturned
the verdict, ruling th a& a public fig-
ure (which Mrs. McMair was due to
her husband’s prominence) cannot
colleet damages against church
leaders unless she can show “actusal
malice,” i.e. that the offending state-
ments were made with the knowl-
adge that they were false or with
reckless disregard for their truth or
falsehood. Thus the court said that
the Free Exercise (of religion) Clause
of the First Amendment protects
church officials the same as the Free
Speech and Free Press Clauses pro-
tect the media.

International Assn, Of

Machinists v. Boeing, involved
Thomasina Nicheols, who had reli-
gious objections to paying union

Auvucusr 1988

dues and wanted to make *“chari-
table substitution,” i.e. to pay an
equivalent amount to a neutral
charity. Since shedid not helung toa
chureh which teaches againat labor
unions, the union sued her employer
to block it from granting the accom-

modation. In Nov. 1987 the US
Supreme Courtruled that Ms, Nichola
could pay her union dues to charity.
Although Section 19 of the National
Labor Relations Act allows exemp-
tions from dues only to those who
belong to religions which have *his-
torically held conscientious objec-
tions" to unions, the older and more
general Title V1I of the Civil RHights
Act recognizes individual seruples
against union membership. The later
law did not invalidate the earlier
ane.

McDonald Pontiac v. County of
Eﬂglnaw established that Michi-
gan's Sunday closing law does not
violate the US Constitution, accord-
ing to a Nov. 1987 denial ﬂf review
by the Michigan Court of Appeals.

Krushinskiv. Roadway Express
denied compensation to a WCG
member after he was fired for refus-
ing Sabbath work. A US district
court in Pennsylvania ruled, in a
cage published in Nov. 1987, that
Krusghinski failed {0 do his part to
explore informal shift swaps with
fellow employees, etc.

Thanks to those who have recently

gent clips. They all help, even if not
published,

13
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Price to Go Up January 1

At the end of 1988, the subscrip-
tion price of The Sabbath Sentinel
goes up to 512 per year (514 outside
11.5.}. You can still extend your sub-
seription at the current price: $10{or
one year; $138 for two years (§12 and
£22 respectively, outside 11.5.). BBA
membership dues will remain $20
PET YEeAar.

BSA Meeting in Pennas.

Sabbath, August 27, isthe date for
the second annual BSA-sponsored
meeting in Harrisburg, Penna. Meet-
ings will be held at 10 a.m. and 2:3(
p.m. at 1280 Clover Lane. Speakers
and special music from a variety of
different groups will participate.
Local contact: Bruce Chesney at
{T17) 957-3657 or Bob Stine at {717)
Bi166.

New Sabbath Booklet

MNow available from BSAis a book-
let authored by executive director
Richard Wiedenheft and published
by him and Daniel Porter. Entitled
(fod’s Sabbath for Mankind, this 43-
page booklet covers all the basic
Biblical and historical proofs of the
Sabhbath, deals with several argu-
ments used against the Sabbath,
and conclaodes with a chapter on
how to keep the Sabbath. Some of
the chapters appeared as articles in
The Sabbath Sentinel during 1983
and "84, Available from BSA for 50¢
per copy (add $1 to order for ship-
ping and handling).
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Booklet & Brochure Reprinted
Dhuring the early summer of 1987,
we printed 10,000 copies each of the
BSA brochure and the booklet, Why
the Seventh-day Sobbath ? Requests
for these plus distribution through
bulk mailings have exhausted our
supplies. We are now in the process
of reprinting them. Praise God for
the wide distribution of the Sabbath
truth and information about BSA.,

Take TSS to Fall Festivals

If vou'd like to take a supply of
back issues of the Sentinel, the BSA
brochure, and other materials to fall
meetings for sharing with others,
please write and let us know.

D¢ You Read Seventh-day
Periodicals?

If 80, perhaps you can help, Read-
ing many different publications is
one of the major responsibilities of
the editor. You can help by search-
ing the pericdicals you read for
material that would be of interest to
Sentinel readers. For more informa-
tion about how vou can help in this
regard, write the editor at RD 1 Box
475, Falls, PA 1B6135.

Ministry Magazine Mentions
BSA

Amidst & page of notices about
Seventh-day Adventist happenings,
the June issue of Minisfry magazine
included a short item about BSA. A
magazine for ministers, Ministry is
published by the SDA church—and
we thank them for the mention.




Now available from BSA!

Sabbath Truths on Tape

LI

Dr. Samuele Bacchioechi, Prof, of Theology, Andrews Univ.
My Search for the Lord's Day at Vattcan University (84)
Nuine Rest for Human Restlessness (84)

The Sabhath as a Dayv of Service (H4)
Sabbath, Holvday or Holidav? {'84)
(raod News af the Sebbath ("84}

Dr. Pesmond Ford, Founder, Good News Unlimited
The Sabbath ["85)

Hichard A. Wiedenheft, BSA Executive Director
How the Sabbath Was Changed to Sunday, Part I {80
Heowe the Sabbath Was Chanped to Sunday, Port 2 ('81)
My Sabhath Shall Be . . .
The Sabbath Wes Made For Man ('75)
Putting the Sabbath in Perspective
Sabbath, Day of Freedom (83}
The Sabbath in the New Covenant (74}
Why the Sabbath is Vital For Christians (83}
The Sabbath & Col. 2:18 ("84)

Media Outreach, Church of God (Seventh Day)
A Profile On the Sabbath
How Jesus Changed the Law

Daniel Porter, Pastor, Baltimore Church of Gad
How the Sabbath Was Changed

Tapes are available for a donation of 83 pertape, 82 30 cach for three
ar more; please add &1 to yourorder tocover postage and hondling, Order
by speaker and title from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
BRI} 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737

The views expeessed on these casseties are those of the speakers, nol necessaniy of The
Bibtsle Sabhath Assecation. We ame interested in adding to our library Sahbathe-eclated
megsages by other apeakers—io provide greater vanety and balaece, 1T vou Enow of such,
please send us copies for eonsideration. Thank vou.
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FROM THE SEVENTH DAY COMMURNITY

Brazilian Church in U.5.A.

The Adventist Church of the Pro-
mige {Brazil) now has an organiza-
tion in the United Statea, It was
egtablished on May 28-30 when Leo
L. Flovd and his wife Zelia (& Brazi-
lian} met with a group of Brazilians
at Mount Zion Chapel in Elizabeth,
.. The meetings were presided over
by Pastor Diomar P. dos Santos, a
vice-president of the parent body in
Brazil. Leo L. Floyd was selected
president, Daniel A. Mendes secre-
tary, and Aparecida Domzeth Da
Souza treasurer. Upholding the Sab-
bath, salvation through faith, and
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the
church plans toevangelize and estab-
blish churches in North America.
Literature is available in English,
Spanish, and Portuguese, Interested
individuals should write Adventist
Church of the Promise, F. O. Box
2426, Crystal River, FL.3262% orcall
(904) 795-1758.

New Publication

Subtitled “Exploring the Great
Religious Questions from a Biblical
Perapective,” Genesis 2000 is the
aname of a new journal published by
Dr. James Tabor, Professor of New
Testament at the College of William
and Mary in Williamsburg, Va. The
lead article of the first issue poses
three gquestions that the editor
believes are the most fundamental:
Dioes God exist? If God exists, howis
He involved in our world? Is there
any ultimate meaning or purpose Lo
our lives? Dr. Tabor writes that most
of the hundreds of religious publica-
tions available today are intended
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to defend a particular approach to
religion. In contrast, the stated pur-
pose of Genesis 2000 is to probe and
address the great questions of reli-
gious faith and values from &n objec-
tive, intellectually informed, Bibli-
cal leW}mlﬂf Eﬁmdedl}*ncutﬂ ﬁpﬁ{;ml
ized, scholarlyjournal, thlsp-erlﬂ-i:lmal
iz intended for the average, curious,
non-apecialist, who wanta todo some
hard thinking about religion—from
a Biblical perspective. Dr. Tabor has
B.A. degrees from Abilene Christian
Univ, {in Greek and Bible) and from
Ambassador College: an M.A. from
Pepperdine Univ. {in religion); and
another M.A. and a FPh.D. from the
University of Chicage (in Christian
origing and ancient Judaism}. Raiaed
in the Churches of Christ, he was
until 1970 a member of Worldwide
Church of God and an instructor in
Greek and Hebrew at Ambassador
College from 1968 to 1970. Now he
congiders himself a “disciple atlarge”
but is strongly supportive of the
general Churches of God, 7th Day,
movement. Persons interested in
more information about his journal
can write Genesis 2000, P. O. Box
754, Williamaburg, VA 23187,

Adventists Celebrate 126 Years

On May 21, 1863, 125 churches
and 3500 members met at Battle
Creek, Michigan to organize the
SDA general conference. Thirteen
veara prior, Adventist had begun
printing Reviewand Herald;1n 1861
the Michigan Conference was organ-
ized—and two vears later, the gen-
eral conference. Since then the
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NEWS

denomination has grown to pont
that it has a presence in more than
180 eountries, 52 publishing houses
which print literature in 173 lan-
puages, 387 health-care facilities, 27
food factories, 5300 schools, and
over 3 million members,

Soviet SDA Leader Honored

Mikhail P. Kulakov, president of
the Association of Seventh-day
Adventists in the Russian Republic
of the UU.S.5.RK. was awarded an
honorary doctorate last May by
Southwestern Adventist College in
Keene, Texas.

Bacealaureate speaker for the 125
graduating seniors, Kulakov
emphasized divine and human trust,
and described as the hardest days of
his live those shared with a Com-
munist prisoner who suffered so
much because he did not know or
trust God. Kulakov was imprisoned
at a ime when he was associated
with an unregistered group. Appar-
ently as a result of his imprison-
ment, he decided that working with
the registered church was more fruit-
ful.

The Hussian church leader revealed
that there are no SDA prisoners of
conscience today in the Soviet Union.
Apparently, he was not including
Adventists who are not members of
the registered church (see following
item).

Criticiem of Soviet-Adventist
Connection

In a recent editorial in Specirum,
editor Rov Branson criticized the
Adwventist church for planning a
joint publishing venture with the
Soviet povernment while there are
in the U.8.5.R. eleven known Adven-
tist prisoners of conscience. These
sleven are members of the unregis-
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tered True and Free Adventist
Church, which may have as many
members as the recognized branch
{an estimated 32 000). Noting that
last fall SDA President Neal Wilson
called for the release of all prisoners
of conscience before the 1000th yvear
anniversary of Christianity in RHus-
gia (Mav 1, 1988), Branson wrote,
“For the Adventist church to com-
mititself to a cooperative enterprise
with a Soviet state that continues to
hold Sabbath-keeping Adventistsin
prison would be regarded by Adven.
tists and nonAdventists alike as
morally grotesque.,” The editonal
also guestioned the wisdom of enter-
ing into a venture which will be 51%
Communist-owned, chaired by a
Soviet government official, and
required to print other religious pub-
lications and some secular materials,
On theotherhand, Review and Herald
Puhblishing Association views the
venture as an exciting opportunity
toincrease the distribution of Adven-
tist literature.

Gospel Meeting in Missouri

A weekend of meetings sponsored
by Pass It On Ministries brought
over 300 people from five states to
Springfield, Missour, on May 2022,
BSA wasrepresented by board mem-
her Dir. Allen Babeock and his wife,
who tended the literature table and
talked to attendees about our minis-
try. With the theme “Love and Unity
Through the Gospel” the meetings
featured a multimedia presentation
by Pass It On Ministries president
Gary Amick, devotionals by a var-
iety of speakers, and keynote
addresses by Dr. Desmond Ford. D,
Babeock wrote, “The meeting wasin
my opinion expressive of the Spint
of GGod being heard by a segment of
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God's people to put aside those things
of the past which have keptus apart
and to begin coming together to
bring about the purpose of the prayer
of Jesusin John 17: ‘That we become
one that the world may belisve...” ™

Owosso Church of God
Outreach

This central Michigan congrega-
tion recently sponsored a “"Good
Meighbor Dinner” for friends and
contacts of church members. Of the
seventy-eightin attendance, 22 were
guests in other outreach efforts, the
congregation participates in distn-
buting feod stufis in the local com-
munity and in fighting pornography
in their county. They also provide a
great deal of support to Spring Vale
Academy, the denomination’'s high
gchool located in Owosso.

Houston Pastor Writes for
FPaper

Pastor Steve Kurtright of the
Houston Church of God (Seventh
Day) was among the first ministers
to place an ad in a new paper in
Houwston. So, when the paper added
a Sunday addition, the editor asked
him to write a weekly sermon column.
Kurtright was also asked by a local
TV gtation to tape seven, 90-second
devotions to be aired three times
daily in early morning hours. His
devotionals aired March 13-19.

Adventist Health System
Clarifies Mission

In an effort to focus more effec-
tively on ite mission and to prepare
for difficult fimes ahead, Advenfist
Health System (AHS) has begun a
process of mission clarification.
AHS. which operates 73 hospitals,
94 nursing homes, 16 retivement cen-
ters and more than 35 related busi-
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nesses, is taking a serious look at
itgelf—not just at business opera-
tions, but at its basic business and
leaderahip philosophies. A four-day
conference called by AHS President
Don Weleh last February, provoked
serious discussions about such ques-
Hons as providing care for indipgents,
serving pork where required by law,
providing medical services Tdaye a
week, emphagsis on medical research,
operating businesses which haveno
direct bearing on the mission of the
gystem or church, and emploving
nonAdventisis. During the confer-
ence a mission statement was drafted;
but discussion of business philo-
sophy documents will be discussed
at a future conference.

Ower the last several wvears, in
response to shifting trendsin health
care and in government policies,
AHS has instituted basic changes.
Some unprefitable hospitals and
businesses have been sold, staffs
hawve been reduced, debt reduced,
and divisions consolidated.

Adventists Publications
Receive 17 Awards

SDA publications and authors
received about half of the awards of
merit and honorable mentions given
out at the Associated Church Press
convention during May in Indiana-
polis. Signs of the Times received
peven awards, mostly in layvout and
design; Liberty, for the seventh con-
gecutive wear, was recognized for
peneral excellence: Insight won three
citations: Vibrant Live, one. For the
second consecutive vear, William
Johnsson, edifor of Adventist Keview,
was cited for best editorial.

A mamn is never a failure until he
blames someane elge,

| HE RARBATH SENTINEG



Resources Available From BSA

Books
History of the Sabbath & Sunday by John Kieaz (64 pp.) .. P <.
The Sabbath in the New Tegtament by Samuele Baechiocchi Ij..,.a ]:-;H AR -
From Sabbath to Sundaey by Samuele Bacchiocehi (372 pp.) .. PR .
[Hvine Hest for Human Resatlesgness by Samuele Baee ]ma-:rht {‘:;'El.'} ;rp ] .
The Law, the Grospel and the Sabbath by Frank M. Walker (91 pp.) .. . 3
Hight Face: A Hendbook for MB&#I#&WFEM by Eugene Lincaln lid(} ]:-p] roaers @ f0 31
Directory of Sabbath-observing Groups I:Ei-}lzlﬁ Edition) . . 36
Beck iggues of THESABBATHSENTINEL ., ]f? :I'-r:-r 53‘ HI Ec‘a- b
BHooklets
Why the Seventh-day sabbath (12 pp.) . R T T ) i L4
Roman Cathelic and Protestent ﬂ'ﬂn.l’ea‘smnﬁ About .'.'s-undny I*.li: pp ] . 20¢ ga.; 8177100
The Bible Baebbath: Seventh Day or Frrst Dav? (6 pp.) . R ]»-:I'r‘r“ each: $12/100
Hible Truth About “Selvation by Grace Through Faith” i:::.r F. Walker [?E pp] B0% ea,: $6/20
Guestions for Seventh Davists Answered by T. Littrell (13 pp. :I . 20¢ pa.; 55730
Hax Sabbath Time Been Lost? by Joseph M. MeGuire (10 pp.) cocse e e 13§ 2255 S3760)
Tracts
The Weekly Hest Day by George A Man (4 p-p .. | < (7 T 1.2 o1
Sundey—The Lord’s Day? [4 p]:- :| e RRlReEERAERSERAERanRE SR bnnernetnasnssrnsnparnssee I8 B BHS200
ThE‘ RE"!"E I:J]Ir }’l;:.;'rlr lrﬁ;j-de I.] p‘.l TEA VNG IFEAECEATEdAEdLEENEEN EdA T A DEAFEdNEEFEEANEaDESALAN FES M ED Hvtéli:‘gﬁ:fl#[\.ﬂj
Hll'ln r'['hjd IItr‘:- H{:ré}']!un!'ﬁ. I:1' ]J'J rEAaTFALFET AN TEASAET PEANEI N FANENTEAFEEDIEIN IR EA PEASEAFFEN NEA KRR DE Et ﬂzlli $E.-J"/4IHI
Sample copies of tracta are available free if you enclose with your
rigpuegt i aell-addressed M10 envelope with 458 postnge,
Promotional Aids
Sabbath Calendars for 1388 . oiseses srammssemannnensvnsen e 31,75 en,; 51,50 ea, for 10 ar mare
Ball point pens with imprint: “"The SBeventh Day ia the Sabbath™ 85/
Bumper stickers with o Sabbath messige s S S . 51 e, .;'Ei? dozen
Sabbath aeals ... R -} ¥ s 7.1 1

Foet cardes with Eubﬁmth mI:'J:lElﬁj{E’ -:m -:ml: ELI:]E
apace for personal messsge and address on thit othEr 508 weereeserrersrcnssenressenssnes S1700TED

Cassette THPEH seasessssvassss 100K for announcements in upcoming iasues about
cassettes with Sabbath-related messages—to be made available at low cost

Please add $1 to all orders
for shipping and handling.

Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RI}1 Box 222 = Fairview, OK 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200

Members of BEA may tohe a 209 discount off the single guantity prices of all items.
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Local Mewspaper Ads

The ad pictured below was printed in May 1988 issue of The Southern
View, Wichita, Kansas. Your church might consider publishing a similar
ad: if you do, please let us know your experiences. B5SA has an information
sheet on advertising in local papers—we invite vou to request a copy.

THE SE¥YENTII DAY IS5 THE SABUATH OF THE LORD
THY GOD. - REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY
TOKEEPIT HOLY.

Gm F A, Exodus 20:7-11, 31:53-18, = .ﬁ PERFPETUAL COVEMRANT

CSUN.  MON, TLIE. WED. THL. FRL. sAT.
1 ¥ k! 3 3 & T

RACK TO THE BIBLE SABBATH -
RESTORE THE SADRBATH OF GO, CHRIST
AND APOSTLIC CHURCH.
Luke - $:16 - Acts 5:29 - | Juhn 5:2, 3.
Come Worship with us Church of God, 7th Pay
115!5 M. 5t Francls, WEEhI!&; I{.mu:m

The Sabbath—Part

of God’s Holiness
by Steve Kurtright

The seven verses of Revelation 4:5-11 offer us a glimpse into the throne
room of heaven. Here we sec God being worshiped by a heavenly host, who
proclaim Him to be Heody, Hofy, Holy (verse 8b). The use of the repetition
goes beyond mere emphasis of God’s holiness to refer to His tnfinite,
immeasurable holiness. Tied dierctly to God’s holiness is His self-existence
(verse 8b}and His creative power. “Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God,
ta recelve glory and honor and poewer; for Thou didat create all things, and
because of Th:,r will they existed, and were created" {verse 11). God’s holi-
ness is due in large part to HEE creative power—a power hallowed and
honored in the existence of the Sabbath and its observance (see (zenesis
2:1-3; Exodus 20:8,11).

The issue of Sebbathkeeping cannot be separated from creation. If we lose
sight of the significance and holiness of the Sabbath, we may also lose sight
of the verv holiness and power of the Creator. Sacred time reminds us of the
Sacred One. The one 18 a reflection of the other.

It should be clear, even from the New Testament's perspective, that the
Sabbath goes back to the time of creation itself. Further, the very creative
power of God is tied to His holiness. All of which clearly illustrates that the
Sabbath neither finds its origin with Moses norits holiness from the decrees
of the Law. Its holiness comes from the Creator himsel{ who blessed it and
sanctified it at the beginning of time.

The author is Southuwestern District Coordinator for the
Church of God {Seventh Day) end pastors a congregation in Houston;
Reprinted from Bible Advocate.
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MAILBOX

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Confessions Booklet
I am writing to order 20 copies of
the latest Roman Catholic and Pro-
testant Confessions booklet as adver-
tised in the May Sentine!, This is
dynamite, in fact Holy Spirit gui-
dancewith each onedistributed should
result in many conversions to the

Sabbath of YHWH.

Warren Ziegler
Lansdowne, Penneylvanma

What a Big Family

Ag [ read the May Sentinel, I was
=0 thrilled to see the editorial you so
gkillfully wrote (What a Big Family
We Have). L have enjoyed living this
way for some vears as my work is to
meet and work with all health-minded
Chrstians wherever | find them.
The Sabbathkeeping church [ belong
to does not accept me very well for
this. I pray they will someday.

Oregon

Against Abortion
Why don't we see articles in TSS
about abortion. It is murder. No
Sabbathkeeper that supports abor-
tion will be in God's kingdom. [ can

prove if.

Howard V. Bruce
Salem, Oregon

Favors Old Logo
Where did [ see that yvou plan to
discontinue the seven-pointed star
logo? I protest very much. Please
reconsider. | feel that it is a very

special feature.

Philip Kipp
Avon Park, Florida
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Love Subscription Continued

We surely want to thank you for
continuing tosend us TSS even though
our subscription had run out. We
have had some gerious financial pro-
blems and had decided we could not
afford the BSA membership any-
more, We thought we would just let
our subscription expire. Well, thank
yvou for conlinuing to send us TSS
anyway. Enclosed 1g a check to renew
our subscription.

Ohig

Fditor's note: Should you be unable
to renew, don't count on continuing
to receipe To8, If vou can't afford to
renety, let us know; the generosity of
others enables us to make avatiehle
a limited numberof "love™ subserip-
tinmns.

New Member

I just discovered vour magazine
through some friends of mine. I find
the study of the Sabbath controv-
ersy one of the most interesting top-
ics in ecclesiastical history, I'm sur-
prised at the number of seventh-day
Christian organizations. Thank yvou
for vour service to this important
Biblical truth and your nondenomi-
national stance. [ would like to join
in your membership.

Wizsronsin
W sewefecpnre voder fedfves, preferaddy slierd asd
rerrldsdae, Wer reseriue (e rignfnd o cospde s aed
cveerend., Manees can S sordliledd of eeieested.
Adareas 8o HE Satiarsl BEXNTINEL, 10 ] Hay

arr Eairreeoe, TR TR7HT
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ADS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Jeaus turned the religious world
of Hig day on its head; if He came
today would He do the same? For
free article write Focus On Truth,
Box 45A, Lake Winola, PA 18625.
(8.9.10)

Free aubscription to The Prophetic
Word Magazine! Learn the prophe-
ciea now being fulfilled! Learn the
prophecies for our future! Write Box
2442, Abilene, TX 79604. {1-12})

Feastof Tahernacles 18988, Attend
the feast this year at a neutral sitein
the beautiful foothills of the Rocky
Mountainsin Denver, Colorado! Special
guest speakers from ‘around the coun-
tryin a perfect setting proves tobea
glorious but economical feast. Send
for free brochure and details to: Fes-
tival "88, ¢/o Reach Minmistries, P. O.
Box 21736, Denver, CO B0221, (1-9)

Holy Day Observers - “New Moons
va. Sacred Jewish Calendar” Free!
The Christian Church of God, P. O,
Box 3827 Lantana, FI1.33465. (Sab-
bath services greater West Palm
Beach area). (9-8}

Have you congidered a Tth-day
Christian boarding school for your
teenager? Spring Vale Academy, prades-
a.12 41580 5. M-52, Owoaso, M1 48867,
MNow accepting students for fall
1988, Call (517) 725-2301. (5-8)

Feast of Tebernaclesin Amarillo,
and Santa Fe, New Mexico. For
information contact Jeff Booth,
Christian Church of God, Box 7254,
Amarilio, TX; (806) 353-4400. (&)
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For Sale: solid, well-built, old, 2-
bedroom house on 4 lots in quiet,
gleapy village in NE Kansas. Full
concrete basement and unfinighed
attic that can be made into 2 amall
rooms or 1 large room. Large porch
in front and small, enclosed porchin
back. Total taxes for 1987 were $125.
House needs painting. $10,000. For
details contact Assemblies of Yah-
shua, Box 824, Bastrop, TX ?EE(}E,E

(5]

viood News Unlimited Meetings
featuring Dr, Desmond Ford: Rapid
City, 8D, Aug. 12-13, local contact:
Don M. (605) 343 ’?'?-'-1-!3 Itaaca State
Park, MN, Sept. 17-18, local contact:
Jean C. (218} ?El-ﬁﬂlﬂl; Toppenish,
WA, Church of God (Tth Day), Sept.
24, local contact: Henry Schelert,
{509} 6976234, For full schedule,
write GNU, 11710 Education St.,
Auburn, CA 95603, (B)

Sabbathkeepers: Do youneed help?
Want a job? For informafion con-
tact: TAG's Sabbath Introductions,
P. (). Box 10, Susank, Kansas 67580;
(316) T93-B511. (8)

Feant of Tabernacles in Indiana-
polis, Indiana. Public is welcome.
Afterncon meetings on holy days
and Sabbath. Night meestings dur-
ing feast. Much to do, much to see in
Indianapolis. The Evangelistic
Church of Jesus Christ invites all
Christians to join us in the feast of
1088, Contact C. A. Foland, 223 N.
Lynn 5t., Indianapolis, IN 462232
FPhone (317) 633-6254 or BO6-2032.
{7,8,9)
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1988 Feast of Tabernacles—
Rejoice at Yahweh's feast in scenic
western Kentucky. Excellent family-
oriented feast site on beautiful Ken-
tucky Lake. Write or phone for more
detailed information, Voice of Truth,
P. O. Box 2103, Herrin, 1L 62948;
phone (618) 942-2753, | (8,9

Voice of Truth Magazine—
dedicated to revealing the complete
truth of Yahweh. Write for your free
subscription, P. O, Box 2103, Herrin,

IL. 62948. (8,9,10)
Circumstances
Complainers are usually looking at circumstances as the basis for their

complaining. But we need to continually remember that our greatest prob-
lem is not our circumstances, but rather our reaction to our circumstances.
We can view our circumstances as an opposition, or as an opportunity.
Learn to “make a pulpit” of every situation in which you find yourself, for
“in all these things we are more than conquerors. . .”

Allen Bond, The Vision

Deceptions Concerning
Yahweh's Calendar of Events

When they study Yahweh's Holy Scriptures, °
many individuals come to recognize the muiti-
‘tude of pagan doctrines that have crept into the
teachings of churches and assemblies. However,
it seems that few ever come to realize the full
extent to which pagan religious ideas control all
governing entities—whether religious or poli-
This recently published book is said by some to be the most enlighten-
ing one on the market today. It exposes the many pagan conspiracies
intended to keep us from knowing the will of our Creator.
Write for free information or send $15 for your copy, postage paid in
the U.S. {Canadian add $2; foreign surface mail add $4). Send your

——re—

request to:
Deceptions
P. O. Box 2442
o Abilene, TX 79604
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IS YOUR
NUMBER
UP?
Your renewal notice comes with every issue!

The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month that
your subscription expires, For example, if 8812 appears below your address,
December, 1988 is the month of expiration.

Please renew automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

Annual SubSCHAPLON ......vveeeeeeeennsnennsssnsesneenreene- 910 ($12 outside U.S))
Membership in BSA (including subscription) .......cccoviimiiiiiniinniine. $20

If you really want to receive THE SABBATH SENTINEL but cannotafford
a subscription, let us know your need. The generosity of others enables us to
send out a limited number of “love” subscniptions.

IF YOURE NOT A MEMBER, CHECK OUT THESE
BENEFITS OF BSA MEMBERSIIP

Twelve monthly issues of THE SABBATH SENTINEL

20% discount on all publications made available through BSA.
20% discount on advertising in the SENTINEL

Privilege of voting via mail or in person on Association business,
including the election of BSA officers.

Eligibility to be a candidate to serve on the BSA Board of
Directors.

6. The satisfaction of knowing you are part of the only organization
of its kind among Sabbathkeepers.

U S W -

Check the label on your magazine: An "M" means you're already a
member, An “L" means you're a life member. Anything else means you have
the opportunity today to join with others in sharing the good news of the
Sabbath with a world that so desperately needs God's rest.

BSA Membership: $20 donation
(Includes subscription to the SeEnTiNEL)

SenminEL Subscription Only: $10 (312 outside U.S.)

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1, Box 222 @ Fairview, OK 73737
Phone: (405) 227-3200




