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Of Politics and Thanksgiving

Novembar is the month of elections and thanks-
- giving—and for me the two are connected.

- Every four years we endure months of hearing
each candidate denegraling the others and pro-
claiming that he will solve all the problems that
haven't been solved by previous administrations
and that won't be soived by his opponents. For
many citizens it's all such a turnoff that they want
no part in the process. The majorily of eligible
N voters do not vote.

To be sure, political races always boil down to a choice between two or more
human beings who are imperfect—by anybody’s standard. And no one candi-
date, if elected, is going to change the basic course of the nation; the best he
can do is nudge it a little in one direction or the other, Hence the practical
question for the electorate is this: In which direction is a given candidate going
to nudge our ship of state?

Some of the issues of this year's campaign {undoubtedly history by the time
you read this) are of particular concern to Christians: abortion, pornography,
the nation debt, separation of church and state, national child care, to narme a
few. In many of these, candidates hold opposing views; and during theirterms
of office those elected will move our country (however slightly ) in the direction
of their convictions. In particular, the next president will very possibly appoint
three new justices to the Supreme Courl. His views will influence hig choice of
justices; their views will influence the outcome of court decisions for many
years to come. Those decisions will affect Christians for decades.

While all Christians are aifected by (and complain about) government, they
do not agree about how involved they should be in selecting it. While many
evangelicals, including many Sabbathkeepers, have become very aclive in
recent years, others insist the Bible condemns worldly politics. Some believe
that if they vote for a candidate, they are responsible for everything that
candidate does in olfice. Others believe that il they don't vole against a
candidate and he gets into office as a result, they are responsible for every-
thing he does. Some insist that it's all for naught because God sets up kings.
Others counler that God could bless us with good rulers, bul if we don’t care
who they are, why should He.

In allthis, | lind reasons for great thanksgiving. Unlike the totalitarian, pagan
Roman regime of New Testament times, unlike most governments on earth
today and during previous cenlturies, our political system allows us to speak
our minds freely and to participate or not as we choose. Whatever our individ-
ualviews, we can be thanklful that we are free to indulge them and that noone is
trying to force us 1o do otherwise. What a great blessing we are given! Let us
thank the Creator for his grace and goodness.

—Richard A. Wiedenheft
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Baptists Convene at Historic Site

Last Augustover 650 Seventh Day
Baptists from across North America
gathered at Salem College, Salem,
West Viginia, a town rich with Sab-
batarian history. The conference
coincided with the centennial year
of the college, which was established
in 1888. Under the leadership of
President Herbert E. Saunders, the
176th session drew delegates repre-
senting 60 congregations from 26
states as well as Canada, Finland,
and Germany. Offical business con-
ducted during the week included the
acceptance into the conference of
four new churches (Santa Barbara,
Calif., Lake Elsinore, Calif., Cha-
rleston, S.C., and Jefferson City,
Mo.) According to Executive Secre-
tary Dale D. Thorngate, “Histori-
cally Seventh Day Baptists have
been largely a rural people. But the
majority of churches established in
the last 20 years have been in met-
ropolitan areas. Our major growth
areas are in cities, in the south and
west, and in Africa and Asia.”

Delegates affirmed previous reso-
lutions on world peace and urged
members to boycott the movie “The
Last Temptation of Christ” along
with other products of its producer,
Universal Studios. David and Bettie
Pearson, missionaries in Malawi,
Central Africa, since 1954, were
honored by the conference. Mrs.
Pearsonisa 1953 graduate of Salem
College.

Dr. Thomas McElwain, an anthro-
poligist and native West Virginian
whose wife is Finnish, reported on
evangelistic outreach activities in
Sweden and Russia as well as in
Finland, where he serves as a mis-
gionary. On Frniday afternoon he
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President Herbert Saunders,
pastor of the Milton, Wisc. SDB
congregation, presides over the
176th session in the gymnasium
of Salem College. Behind him is
the banner stating his chosen
theme: Enter the Joy.

was ordained.

On Saturday morning, August 13,
General Conference officals pre-
sented Salem College with two
bronze plagques which commemorate
theinvolvementof Seventh Day Bap-
tists in the founding of the institu-
tion; both plagues are gifts of the
Daytona Beach, Fla,. SDB church.
In companion ceremonies, as partof
the college’s centennial celebrations,
President Ronald E. Othl conferred
an honorary Doctor of Divinity
degree on General Conference Pres-
ident Herbert E. Saunders, a 1962
graduate of the college.
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Assuming the presidency of the
300-year-old denomination for the
1988-89 year is Luan S. Ellis, a high
school mathematics teacher from
Alfred, N.Y. She will represent the
church at various church and ecu-
menical functions and preside over
the next general conference, which
will be held during August 6-12,
1989, 1in Portland, Oregon. Her theme
for the year: Share the Joy.

Chosen as president-elect (to serve
the 1988-89 term)is Joseph Samuels,
a native of Jamaica who now pas-
tor; the SDB church in Plainfield,
N.J.

The community of Salem was set-
tled by Seventh Day Baptists in
1792, In 1888 they took theinitiative
in establishing a college in central
West Virginia. Samuel Huffman,
pastor of the congregation in nearby
Lost Creek at that time, resigned his
pastorate to ride on horseback
through the hills and valleys pro-
moting the idea of a college, recruit-
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Seventh Day Baptists and guests
from the local community filled
the Salem College gymnasium
on Tuesdany evening for a spe-
cial concert by blind composer-
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Executive Secretary Dale D. Thorn-
gate addresses the conference.

ing students, and raising funds.
Although most of the founders were
SDBs, the college wag founded as an
independent, nonsectarian insti-
tution supported by private funds.

pianist-singer Ken Medema,
considered by many to be the
highlight of the week. He also
conducted a choral ministry
workshop.
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The honorable Jennings Ran-
dolph, retired senator from West
Virginia,chats with the editor’s

Among the founders was Jesse Ran-
dolph, grandfather of Jennings
Randolph, retired senator from West
Virginia and and a current trustee.

Salem was also a historic cenler
for the Church of God (Seventh Day).
In 1933 a general meeting was
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Posing in front of the Church of
God Publishing House on Water

Street in Salem are (1. to r.)
Virginia and Chris Royer, editor
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wifeinthe Salem College dining
hall.

called there (o reorganize the
Church of God Publishing House
was established and continues to
the present under the leadership of
Chris Royer (a graduate of Salem
College), assisted by his wife, Virgi-
nia, and Carlo Rasmussen.

of Advocate of Truth, Carlo
Rasmussen, associate editor,

and Richard Weidenheft, TSS
editor.
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Remember the Sabbath

by Burt L. Emrick

3 Editor’s note: The following article is excerpted from a 108-page manu-
script completed earlier this year. Intended primarily forindividuals not yet
convicted about the Sabbath, the material is presented in question and
answer format. The authorattends the Chicago congregationof the Church
of God, International,

Didn’t Christ set us free from
the bondage of having to observe
the Sabbath?

This question seems to assume
that Sabbathkeeping is some sort of
bondage. But just the opposite is
true! The Sabbath commandment
sets us free from bondage — at least
during thatoneday each week which
God has designated as the Sabbath.
That one day of the week offers us
joyful rest — not slave labor!

If the fourth commandment places
us in any sort of bondage, it is the
“other segment” of that command-
ment that does it; namely the part
that says, *. . .s8ix days shalt thou
labour, and do all thy work. . .”
(Exodus 20:9). That part of the com-
mandment enjoins us to labor for
most of the week (in order to become
economically productive). So, in a
gsense we are under a sort of “bond-
age” or compulsion during all of the
week except for the Sabbath day!

But on the Sabbath we are free to

| rest, free to worship for as many
hours of that day as we may wish,
and free to fellowship with our Sab-
bathkeeping, Christian friends, and
free to enjoy “Oneg Shabbat” {(an
Old Testament, Hebrew expression
meaning “the Delight of the Sab-
bath”). Those wonderful liberties,
given to us as gifts from God, should
never be viewed as bondage! With
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these great liberties in mind it is no
wonder Christ said that the Sab-
bath was made for man and not
man for the Sabbath,

If some people view Sabbathkeep-
ing ns bondage, they are missing the
whole point of the Sabbath. Their
views, however, may be a carry over
from the mistaken idea that the
Bible requires us to comply with
scores of tedious rules concerning
Sabbath observance. But the scores
of rules they envision simply are not
found anywhere in the Bible.

What answers do most Sunday-
keeping ministers give when
asked about the need to observe
the Sabbath?

Quite often when Sundaykeeping
ministers are asked about the Sab-
bath, they merely say that people
who insist on observing the “Jewish
Sabbath’ are all “hung up” on one
aspect of the Bible; that they are
“legalistic Judaizers;” and that they
are depending on their own works
for salvation rather than trusting
on the grace of God. Some will add
that the law of God has been
abolished.

Often those responses from minis-
“ters are sufficient to silence the
questioner. Few questioners will ever
check out those responses or allega-
tions to see whether they contain
even the tiniest, barest shred of
truth. And in most cases the minis-
ter really doesn’t know much about
it himself; he's only repeating what
he’s heard from someone else,

Strangely enough, however, if
those same ministers are asked what
they believe about obedience to any
one of the other of the Ten Com-
mandments, such as the one con-
cerning murder or theft or idolatry,
they will not give the same kind of
reckless response as they do con-
cerning the Sabbath, They will not
say that those who insist on not
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murdering others are all “hung up”
cn that one “Jewish law,” or that
they are “legalistic Judaizers,” or
that they are depending on their
own works of obedience for their
salvation, Nor will they likely
respond by saying that those old
“Jewish" laws have been abolished.

We ask: “Why is it so wrong to
obey God's Sabbath commandment,
but so right to obey the other nine
commandments??2” If the law (e.g.
the Ten Commandments) has been
done away, as 80 many ministers
teach, why then isit considered to be
“right” to obey any of those Ten
Commandments? On the other hand
ifthe Ten Commandments have not
been abolished, why is it then consi-
dered wrong to faithfully obey all
ten of them, including the Sabbath
commandment?

Should the civil laws of the land
enforce Sabbathkeeping?

Roger Williams, the founder of
Rhode Island, was America’s grea-
test proponent of religious freedom.
He suggested that thecivil law should
never try to legislate or enforce any
of the first four of the Ten Com-
mandments, but that the govern-
ment probably should passlawsthat
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would enforce the final six of the
Ten Commandments. Thisis surely
excellent advice for any system of
government,

By the way, we might mention
that Roger Willhams is considered
by historians to have been one of
America’s finest colonial states-
men. And he was a statesman who
fully realized that the seventh day of
the week is the true biblical Sabbath
and he valiantly defended the obser-
vance of the Sabbath.

Most Sabbathkeepers in the Uni-
ted States take a strong stand that
the government should not make
any laws which would tend to enforce
or favor the keeping of the Sabbath
or of any other day. Under a demo-
cratic system of government, it is
best for the civil law to constrain
itself to protecting everyone’s legit-
imate religious liberties. The govern-
ment should not make laws which
tend to favor one religion above
another, including the “religion” of
secular humanism.

We strongly support the civil rights
of Sundaykeepers to observe Sun-
day, and of other religious groups to
observe their special days in com-
plete freedom of conscience. We only
ask for that same right. Butany law
which enforces or unduly favors the
observance of Sunday is a beastly
thing and a mark to be avoided.

If the Sabbath is still to be kept
why didn’t Jesus plainly and
emphatically say something very
specific such as, “My followers
must always continue to faith-
fully observe the Sabbath for-
ever?”

The most obvious answer to that
question is that there was no need
for Him to make any such state-
ment. No disciple of Jesus nor any
other religious Jew of His genera-
tion needed to be told to observe the
Sabbath. Thev all knew that Sab-
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bath observance was commanded
by God as part of His eternal law. No
oneeven questioned that! In fact the
Sabbath commandment was prob-
ably the most strictly observed of all
the commandments of God during
the lifetime of Jesus. Religious Jews
kept the Sabbath rigidly and scrup-
ulously, even to the point of making
it into a burdensome task, replete
with numerous rules not found in
the Scriptures!

All the various sects of the Jews
agreed that the Sabbath must be
faithfully observed. Jesus, therefore,
spent His efforts not in telling the
people to do what they were already
doing to the extreme, but rather He
spent His time trying to get them to
better understand how the Sabbath
should be observed. Jesus taught
that the Sabbath should be kept
with love, mercy and good works as
some of the chief elements, and not
merely with harsh or petty rabbini-
cal regulations.

It is interesting that while the
New Testament mentions Jews who
broke various other commandments:
stealing, commiting adultery, covet-
ing, dishonoring parents, etc., there
18 no record of any Jews (whether
Christian convert or otherwise) who
did not keep the Sabbath during
New Testament times. There was
just no need to teach anyone which
day was God’s Sabbath or that the
Sabbath ought to be observed by
God’s people.

No New Testament writer, nor
anyone who was apoken of in the
New Testament, ever raised the ques-
tion of whether the Sabbath should
still be observed; and no one ever
questioned which day of the week
was the true Sabbath. Likewise,
Christians today should need no
special reminder or new command-
ment from Christ in order to con-
vince us to keep the Sabbath, We
already have both the Qld and the
New Testaments as our teachers.
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We could not hope for more excellent
teachers than these! Their pages
continually remind us in one way or
another to “Remember the Sab-
bath....”

Does New Testament terminol-
ogy relating to the Sabbath and
to Sunday tell us anything of
significance about those days?

All of the New Testament was
written well after the resurrection of
Christ and it was written by several
different authors. With those facts
in mind it is most enlightening to
realize that in all of the New Testa-
ment writings the Sabbath was still
always referred to as “the Sabbath.”
It was never merely referred to as
“the seventh day of the week™ nor as
“the former Sabbath” nor by any
other such down-graded designation!
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Ontheotherhand Sundayisalways,
merely designated as “the first day
of the week.” It is never called “the
new Sabbath” or “the Christian holy
day” or “the day of worship” or by
any other elevated title whatsoever!
In fact the day is not given any sort
of a name or title at all!

Was there some kind of a mass
conspiracy on the part of all of the
writers of the New Testament to try
to hide “the fact” that the Sabbath
had been changed? Or could it be
that the Sabbath was not changed
after all?

It is interesting to note that after
Christ's resurrection the apostles dis-
puted with unconverted Jews about
a number of things, but nowhere do
we ever read thalt any Jews ever
charged them with not keeping the
Sabbath commandment!

T SASBATHSENTINGL
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Circumstances
Complainers are usually ]USt&SUbSCI‘ibEI‘?
looking at circumstances as the
basis for their complaining. But we
need to continually remember that
our greatest problem is not our
circumstances, but rather our
reaction to our circumstances. We
can view our circumstances as an
opposttion, or as an opportunity.
Learn to “make a pulpit” of every
situation in which you find yourself,
for “in all these things we are more
than conquerors . . . ."

Allen Bond, The Vision

Being a subscriber to THE
SABBATHSENTINEL is ablessing,
but there's more. You can also
be a full voting member of THE
BIBLE SABBATH ASSOCIA-
TION and have an active part in
this important ministry. Annual
membership: $20. For more infor-
mation write to us.

Order now! Great for sharing with friends!

BSA Sabbath Calendars for 1989
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Special features: Sabbaths in red, information about moon phases,
Biblical months, dates for festivals and holidays, bible verses. The 1989
calendar 1s being published as a part of the December issue of THE
SABBATH SENTINEL, so all subscribers will automatically receive one.

Orderextra calendars for $1.75each; $1.50 each for 10 or more. Please add $1
to order for postage and handling.

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1, Box 222, Fairview, OK 73737
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EDWARD BARRAR—
NEW ZEALAND PIONEER

Attheapgeof 84, Edward Barraris
stiil acitve as the pastor of the
Seventh Day Baptistchurch in Christ-
church New Zealand, and as editor
of the SDB prophetic monthly mag-
azine The Gospel Messenger, which
he beean publishing in 1942,

Born in 1803 at Timaru, New Zea-
land, to a raiiway emplovee and
godly, powerful mother, he left school
and by age twelve wentto workina
fitting and turning shop. At 16 he
knew enough about “horseless car-
riages” to be trusted driving the
town's first fire engine.

At 18, Edward went to sea on the
gailing ship Lotty Bennett and later
on the cable-layving schooner HMS
Iris. He recalls an incident aboard
the first ship, “When at sea I drop-
ped my Bible, (which my Mother
had wrapped Inmy pajamas.} When
if fell out | became a laughing stock
for the 14 men at sea.”

He marned lvy Burson at age 20
and became father of Ron, Dorothy,
and Daniel. After leaving the sea,
Edward turned to his old hobby,
boxing, and became an instructor;
jater he began manufacturing rac-
ingg bikes. However, the lLord had
other plans for voung Edward. Iii-
ness forced him to sell the prosper-
ing business and move back toTimaru
with his voung familv. [t wasat this
point of his life that by reading a
novel, The Fternal City, given by an
aunt, he became interested in quota-
tions from the Scripture. Further
Bible study led to his conversion,
and soon thereafter, to the truth of
the Sabbath. His wife, who had been
brought up as a fHirst-day Baptist
gaid, “No one keeps Sabbath on
Saturday”! Edward replied, “I don't
care if 1 am the only person in the
world keeping Sabbath on Satur-
day, l am going to do so because that
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is what the Bible tells me.” Even a
visit from the Baptist ministercouldn’t
dissuade him.

To support his voung family Ed.
ward turned to whatever work was
availlable: mail run, taxa service, trap-
ping rabbits, etc, Later the family
moved to Chnistchurch, where they
grew and sold flowers and vegeta-
bles. It was there that Edward felt
called to the ministry and by corres-
pondence gained a degree in theol-
oy, The firat meeting place of the
voung SDB church was a rented
room over a shoe shop, corner of
Worster and Manchester. In 1944
the present property at 16 laving-
stone St. was purchased and after
rebuilding became the SDB chapel.
The original wooden building, dam-
aged by fire, has since been replaced
by the present masonry structure,

During World War 11, Pastor Bar-
rar was able to hitch a passageon a
troop ship {(with 5,000 mannes on
board) to Australian Sabbatanan
brethern. These early contacts were
renewed in the mid-1970's and led in
time to the founding of the SDB
work in Australia. In 1978, Barrar
represented the New Zealand churches
at the 1978 SDB World Federation
meefing in the U.S,
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At present Pastor Barrarlivesina
new 2-bedroom cotltage overlooking
the Pacific Ocean; it’s on an un-
named peak the locals call “Reve-
rend s Roost,” The water supply comes
from a rainwater storage tank,
while electricity is generated by
wind power. Besides serving his
church and editaing The Gospel Mes-
senger, Barrariscollecting material
for a book on early Chrnistian doc-
trines as related fo present SDB
beliefs, His son Ronald, a former
missionary to Malawi, just ended o
term as president of the Australa-

How Do Youth
See Us?

Fditor’s Note: The following items
were written by young people regard-
ing what they see in the chureh.
What do vour voung people see in
vou? and in yvour church? Perhaps
vou should ask.

You, the older generation, inspire
us. You also turn us away. It may
startle vou to know this, but vou
serve as our guides. We watch vou
and decide if what vou have is what
we want. Mavbe we don’t do it con-
sciously, but wedo decide our actions,
in part, on vours. We go to Christian
schools to become more like the Christ
vou have shown us. We run away in
an attempt to fee the Christ vou
have shown us. It’'s not all up to vou,
but yvou do help (or hurt) a lot more
than vou might think., Where are
you taking us?

Lawrence Todd Kromann, 17, of
California; Adventist Review,
September 3, 1987.

It really concerns me that ['ve
needed to stop geing to [Sabbath]
gervices, 1 know that time 1s short.

NOVEMBER 1088

stan DB Conference. Daniel is a
sheep farmer and lay leader in the
Christchurch congregation: and =is-
ter Dorthyisa homemakerand form-
er Bible School teacher and orga-
nist. There are ten grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.

Hecognizing his many vears of
service, Link, the Australasian SDR
Conference paper, honored Pastor
Edward Barrar as Senior Pastor in
1987.

Adapted from Link.the
SDB newspaper in Australasia.

church where | wasn’t accepted, it
would spoil my relationship to God.
i guess thereal tough thing to admit
to myself 1s that the church 1 love
was keeping me away from Christ.
A YOUNg person serving in

the military, in a letter to

the editor of the Adventist

Review, September 17, 1987.
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NEWS FROM THE BSA

Second Annual BSA Sabbath
August 27 was the date of the
second annual BSA-sponsored Sab-
bath celebration in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. Hosted by Church of
the Eternal God, the morning and
afternoon services drew about 80
people from half a dozen different
Sabbathkeeping groups. The featured
speaker was Daniel Davila, director
of Summit School of Theology, Church
of God (Seventh Day), Denver; he
wasin Harrisburg to conduct a work-
shop on worship attwo local seventh-
day churches, Other speakersincluded
BSA President Eugene Lincoln, Exec-
utive Director Richard Wiedenheft,
Glenn Skinner from the host con-
gregation, Kent Martin, pastor of
the SDB congregation at Salemville,
and James Kirby of United Church
of God. Several of those attending
came as a result of ads in local
newspapers. If your congregation is
interested in hosting a similar meet-
ing, write to BSA for guidelines.

Directory Ad in SDA Paper

The October issue of Celebration
featured a 1/3-page ad for BSA’s
Directory of Sabbath-observing
Groups. Celebration goes to some
16,000 Adventist Sabbath school
officials. Via this ad, we hope to
introduce many new Advenlists to
our association—and to other Sab-
bathkeepers.

Date of Chicago Meeting Nears

Later this month will be the annual
meeting of the American Academy
of Religion/Society of Biblical
Literaturein Chicago. At the invita-

tion of BSA’s executive director,
several Sabbathkeeping members of
these organizations are planning an
informal gathering to discuss ways
in which Sabbatarian scholars might
communicate and cooperate, perhaps
in thecontextof AAR/SBL, to benefit
theentire Sabbathkeeping community.
The meeting is tentatively set for 9
pm, Sunday, Nov. 20. Location to be
announced. Anyone interested in
attending should call the editor
immediately at (717) 378-2056.

Subscription Price Goes Up

The subscription price of The
Sabbath Sentinel increases to $12
per year($14 outside U.S.)at theend
of 1988. You can still renew at the
current price ($10/yr.; $18 for 2 years).
BSA membership dues will remain
$20 per year.

Newspaper Ads

A number of BSA members have
run Sabbath ads in local news-
papers—with mixed response. One
subscriber from Ohio has used a less
direct approach with fairly good
results. Her ad simply reads “Free
Bible literature. Eternal life? Write
....' To those who respond she sends
a packet of material, including a
Sabbath article. For more informa-
tion, write to BSA for our fact sheet
entitled “Reaching Out Through
Local Advertising.”

Perhaps the greatest deception
of all is the deception of those who
g:ink everyone else 1s deceived, but

em.
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SIGNIFICANT STATEMENTS BY
OR ABOUT SABBATHKEEPERS

Let’s be seven day Christians, not just seventh-day Christians.
“The Man Upstairs”, Adam J. Windholz, Churchlight, Jul. '88

We are buta tiny part of the body of Christ, as numbers go; but we still have
amessage, as our forefathers had. They were called “mystics”, because they
believed that they were privy to a fellowship with their Father in Heaven
which surpassed human understanding. We still believe in that fellowship
today. We, as German Seventh Day Baptists, do not believe that we enjoy
some special favor |[that God] bestows on no one else. . .All differences
among denominations pale when compared with the all-powerful love of
God which is the legacy of every Christian believer.
Editorial by Helen C. Martin, Church News, Jul, 88, Snow Hill
Society of German Seventh Day Baptists

Nothing delights a self-righteous secular press more than to be given fair
cause to bait Christianity. . .It's the Gospel itself that's damaged most by
the spectacle. Christianity...is hurt every time one of us fails to live up to the
moral and ethical standard we so zealously preach. Our personal failure
may have escaped the press’s notice, but it probably caught the eye of your
neighbor or work associate. At a time when the Church is a house divided
a{minstitself. we cannot afford to hand the world cannon fodder on a silver
platler.
“The Enemy Is: Hypocrisy”, Brian W. Knowles, ACD Newsletter
May 88, Assoc. for Christian Development

How else can we be emptied of our foolish prejudices, except we distrust self,
and trust instead in God? We have all inherited prejudices.
“The Key to Every Door Worth Opening”, Desmond Ford, Good News
Unlimited, Apr. '87

Some people. . .seem to prefer smallness. They’re suspicious of reports of an
evangelistic effort that brings in hundreds of new members (“The evange-
list couldn’t have instructed them properly”), of large churches (“They let
down the standards™), or of the rapid growth of the church in other countries
(“Are they really Adventists?”). But our God thinks big. His dream encom-
passes the entire world—He gave his own son that whoever believes in him
might have everlasting life (John 3:16).
“Thinking Big"”, William C. Johnsson, Adventist Review
Mar. 31, '88, Seventh-day Adventists

These quotes don’t necessarily reflect the BSA’s views. If you read concise,
important statements by or about Sabbatarians, please send entire article
ora copy, with quotation(s)circled, to Howard M. Mesick, Box 299-1, Hartly,
DE 19953. Include publication’s name and date.
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FROM THE SEVENTH DAY COMMUNITY

Sabbathkeepers at White House

Watching as President Reagan
signed into law a bill that provides
reparations to Japanese-Americans
interned in work camps during WW
IT were six Seventh-day Adventists,
Susumu and Sumi Emori and their
fourchildren spenttimeatacampat
Rohr, Arkansas during the war.
Today the retired parents work at
Loma Linda University (LLU); their
daughter, Dr. Helen, is dean of the
Nursing School at LLU; Grace works
at the U.S. Public Health Service’s
Center for Disease Control; Walter
is a physician; and David is a com-
puter specialist. Each will receive
$20,000 tax free. The family plans to
give its $120,000 to LLU for nursing
scholarships. Grace said, “We don’t
want to benefit personally from the
new law, We're just so thankful for
our religious liberty and for the edu-
cational opportunities each of us
has had.”

Oppression in Nigeria

According to a report from Pastor
R. N. Attai of the Apostolic Church
of God (Seventh Day)in Nigeria, the
government of Cross River State
has banned public religious crusades.
As a result the church has turned to
house-to-house evangelism and tract
distribution,

Soviet Publishing Continues
Last vear Review and Herald Pub-
lishing Assn. (R & H) published in
Russian a full-color journal entitled
“Is There Faith in God in Russia?”
The publication was so well received

inthe U.S.S.R. that R & H is produc-
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ing a second edition. In response to
necds expressed by Soviet leaders,
the magazine will be directed to
youth and will stress family issues
and the need to stop smoking.

Meanwhile negotiations between
R & H and the Party’s Central Com-
mitiee continue regarding the joint
publishing plantin the Soviet Union.
Also, editorial offices for SDAs were
opened last year on the campus of
the new Soviet SDA seminary at
Tula.

During August, Review and Herald
shipped 14 tons of printed material
to the USSR. Sent mainly for pas-
tors were 450 sets of the Adventist
Commentary, 200 sets of Barclay’s
Commentary in Russian, 400
Ukrainian Bible Dictionaries, and a
great deal of other material. Valued
at $232,000, the shipment was paid
for by donations from Adventistsin
North America.

Release of Soviet Prisoners

Keston College news service con-
tinues to report the release of people
imprisoned in the Soviet Union for
religious activity. According touncon-
firmed reports the following Adven-
tists have been freed from labor
camps: Olga Barinova, 1. Kus, Pavel
Raksha, and Yladimir Shelkov, son
of the late leader of the True and
Free Adventist Church. However,
Keston points out that sometimes
Soviet authorities claim to have freed
prisoners who were merely trans-
ferred from labor camp to compul-
sory labor or to exile in a district far
from their homes.

THE SArRATH SENTINEL




Hispanic Pastor to Mexico

A leader among the Hispanic
brethren of the Church of God (Sev-
enth Day)in the U.S., Pastor Lorenzo
Arroyo has accepted a position as
instructor for the Seminary of the
Church of God (Seventh Day) in
Mexico. A graduate of Summit School
of Theology at the church’s Denver
headquarters, Arroyo has been pas-
tor of the San Jose congregation of
the Church of God since 1982, Born
in Washington D.C., Arroyo earned
a degree in psychology at San Jose
State University. The new pastor at
the San Jose church is Elder
William Umana.

Venezuelan Official Addresses
Adventist Leaders

Dr. Janes Caballero, minister of
justice and religion in Venezuela,
addressed approximately 200 min-
isters and administrators of the
Inter-American Division of the SDA
church in June. Caballero told the
delegates that Christians should con-
tribute to the development of a world
in which justice, peace and love
reigns. According to a report in
Aduventist Review, he also expressed
gn t;nlamt in the seventh-day Sab-

ath.

Adventist Prison Ministries
Currently SDA volunteers are
activein 200 of the 850 penal institu-
tions in North America. One confer-
ence reports that in its territory,
more than 300 prisoners have become
church members. The growth in pri-
gon ministries led to a national meet-
ing of Adventists involved in prison
work. The group recommended that
these ministries be brought under
the authority of local conferences
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and that an Association of Advent-
ist Prison Ministries be established.

LLU Student on AMA Board
Rebecca Patchin, member of the
Loma Linda University School of
Medicine's class of 1989 has been
selected as the student trustee to the
Amencan Medical Association Board
of Trustees. The second woman to
ever sit on the board, Patchin will
serve a one-year nonvoting term.

SDA Church Reaches Out to
Campuses

More than 40,000 Adventists world-
wide are students at non-Adventist
colleges. To reach them, the church
established the Ministry to College
and University Students Committee
(MICUS), which is to be a coopera-
tive effort of many departments.
MICUS will organize seminars and
develop resource materials for chap-
lains and ministers serving students
on non-Adventist campuses,

His simple, humble life of only
thirty-three years among men is an
established fact of history, more
universally known, receiving more
critical attention than any other
personality. The facts of His life and
death are better documented than
the conquests of empires or the dis-
covery of new territories. Through-
out history He has been the most
polarizing element of all things,
leaving none neutral once they are
confronted with His claims. Accord-
ing to His own declaration, an indif-
ff;rla_lzgee to Him constitutes a denial
of Him,
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THANKSGIVING ALL YEAR

RAYA MONTOURI

Thanksgiving comes but once a year—and that's too bad
For we have countless things all year Lo make us glad!
So much all vear to be thankful for:

The things we've had and the things in store,

The love of kin, and the friendship of others,

Our homes, our children, our fathers and mothers,
The love of God and salvation’s plan,

The endless blessings to the race of man,

The good earth and the bounty it gives,

A wonderful Savior who died, vet lives,

Our land of freedom and it's way of hie,

Our homes that are free from war and strfe,

The right to worship in each man’s way,

The right to leave and the right to stay.
Thanksgiving comes but once a year!

Why? Aren’t we thankful the rest of the year?
There isn’t a day when blessings don’t fall

From a loving God upon us all!

Let's keep Thanksgiving every day

For the good or the bad or come what may,

For even the woes we may suffer today

Can turn into blessings along life’s way!
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Resources Available From BSA
Books

History of the Sahbath & Sundey by John Kiesz (64 130.) o evvsvnnnas . & |
The Sabbath in the New Testament by Samuele Bacchiocehs (270 PR cevsrrrservsnssnnsreser 2R
From huhhurh to Sunday by Samuele Bacehioochy (3T PP crcvisssssssssnses . 4
Ihvine Hest for Human Bestlessness by Samuele Bacchioccht (320 pp.) civcinrsreas huens ever 29
The Forgoetten Day by Desmond Ford (218 pp.) ooviviiimmnrirsersirsrinns URRRTORIRRTRRRIRE. ..
The Law, the Gospel and the Sabbath by Frank M. Walker (¢ H ;m} e sEREE e rea s e ar e 23
(ol '8 Sabbath for Mankind by Hichard A. WiedenhefL (61 pp.} coiissess fEsees R - 1 .
Right Face: A Handbook for Sabbathkeepers by Bugene Laincoln (30 pp.) coviivensenass o f0r 3]
Directory of Sabbath-obscrving Groups (19806 Edifion) .c..vvervessrsssassrranse . 3
Back Iseues of THE SABBATHSENTINEL . ovvuvinsnsnssssssssnnasnsnsnsssns 1) for §4; ) for £5
Bookiets
Why the Sevonth-day Sabbath (12 PP vccnsionimisessonssrasnsasssssasssinssssasnss 200 each: $17/100
Homan Catholic and Profestant Confessions About Sundayv (12 pp.) crverrrese Mg pp 8177000
The Bible Sabbath: Seventh Dayvor First DayZ B DD, e eeeeiireeesirsnsssnes 14¢ each- 312/ X
Hitvle Truth About "Salvation by Grace Through Faith™ by F. Walker (32 pp. ) 50¢ ea; 8720
Guestions for Seventh Davists Answered by T LAttrell (18 PIn) cveriesnrssrsnsssssss 2008 e 35730
Has Sabbath Time Been Lost? by Joseph M, MeGuire (10 I ¥ cresssncnnensnnrsnnsnn 108 ea,: 35/60
Tracts
The Weekly Rest Day by George A, Main {4 DD oo risecssocscsssnsessssrenscsssmnnescs 38 0 357200
Sunday—The Lord s DayTid piL} vvreerresensrssssons T areraertesenesrsarsssensanennss 8 0@ 357200
THE Hest 6f YOur Lafe (] 0 s sceiscssmssssmmensonssessnnmsneensesannsssssesssacssssssssssnns 2% pnc 35/4%)
Search the Seriptures (1 P v s sesimseissioiimissomssssiesssssomsessssisssornssssss 22 en.; 85/400

Sample coptes of tracts are available free if vou enclose with your
reguent a sell-addressed 810 envelope with 46€ postage

Promotional Aids

mabbath Calendars for l"?'kh ..... esareessanrnsensrersasseessresase BL I eas 321,50 00, for 10 or more
Bali point pene with imprint: " The :--».. Vi ni‘; il Ly i tl Ul 1L 124 TH 1 A & R L5760
Bumper stickers with & Sabbatd message oo ... . ... .. .o et &1 e 87/ dozen
Sabbath seals . .viiiisirsrsmsnrsssnssssssns Ceanses . v g e e AR s a e Eas £1/dozen
Post cards with Sabbath IMCHERE T ON OnG 3:[1(‘,
apace for personal mensage and nddress on the other 8188 .. iiiiisiisiosersissoncnsss =1/ dozen
| fE1 = " o .
Cassette 18}3&5 ............... look for announcements in upcoming issues about

casseties with Snbbath-related messages—to be made available at low ¢cost

Please add 31 to all orders
for shipping and handling.

Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1 Box 222 o Fairview, OK 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200

Members of BSA may take a 20% discount off the single quantity prices of all items.,
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ON THE LEGAL FRONT

The following are adapted from the
Summer issue of Court Report,
published by the SDA church.

In EEOC v. Ithaca Industries,
the US 4th Circuit Court of Appeals
reversed a gross misreading of Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act. Daniel
Dean was fired for refusing Sunday
work at [thaca Industries due to his
religion. When the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunities Commission
sued on his behalf, the lower court
said that to refuse all Sunday work
was so unreasonable thatit precluded
accommodation by theemployer. The
appeals court overruled on June 8th,
saying that the lower opinion effec-
tively removed Title VII protection
from those who keep religious days
of rest. The 4th Court also upheld
the constitutionality of Title VII.

EEOC v. Sterling Merchandise
Co. involved Kenneth Lesniak, a
store manager, fired for not working
on Sabbath, the chain’s busiestday.
The firm said the firing was for poor
performance; and Lesniak’s religious
claim was insincere. Noting that
company records proved those alle-
gations false, the US District Court
for Northern Ohio called Sterling's
claims “a classic case of post-hoc
rationalization.” In plainer words
the company lied. On April 24th,
1987, the judges found that Sterling
Merchandise could have accommo-
dated Lesniak by offering him an
assistant manager’s position, which
didn’t require Saturday work.

Eversly v. MBank, was settled in
the US 5th Circuit Court of Appeals
on June 8th. It established that a
Sabbath keeper cannot require his
employer to accommodate him by
forcing another employee to per-
manently change from day shift to
night shift involuntarily.

In Forest Hills Early Learning
Center v. Grace Baptist Church,
acommercinlday care-center claimed
that Virginia’'s exemption of church
groups from day-care regulations
placed secular organizations at a
competitive disadvantage. The US
4th Court of Appeals ruled on May
6th that the exemption was consist-
ent with the Constitution’s desire to
keep religion free from government
interference. It recognized day care
as a religious mission of the church.

Gen. Conference Corp.of SDA’s
v. SDA Congregational Church,
and John Marik confirmed that
the General Conference of SDA's is
exclusive owner of Trademark
N 1,177,185 for the name Seventh-
day Adventist. The US District Court
for Hawaii ruled against an inde-
pendent congregation using that
name, even thoughit claimsits beliefs
are Adventist as described in the
Bible and the writings of Ellen G.
White. On May 8th, the court ordered
the arrest of pastor John Marik for
disregarding the court’s finding.

Send clippings to Howard M.
Mesick, Box 299-1, Harly, DE 19953.
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LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Theanks for Polish Contact

Thank you for your kindness in
sending me the letter from the new
group of Sabbathkeepers in Poland.
My wife and I planto stopin Poland,
the Lord willing, on our way to
Africa early in 1989, and we hope to
make personal contact with the Pol-
ish believers,

I appreciate the ministry of BSA,
for it has been the means of reach-
ing many people with the Sabbath
truth. May the Lord bless those who
bestow their labour of love in this

We are still hoping that we can
have a general meeting for all those
whobelievein and promote the truths
concerning the baptism in the Holy
Spirit in the Body of Christ today,
especially among the Sabbatarian
community.
Pastor E. L. Saunders
Apostolic Church of God 7th Day

Langley, British Columbia

Wants to Reprint Article

The article in the June and July
issues entitled “Keep the Sabbath
Holy” by Ronald Dart was excel-
lent, It answers much of the nit-
picking done by Sundaykeepers rel-
ative to Sabbathkeeping. I would
like permission to make copies of

that article and to distributie it.
Eonald E. Mote
Riverside, California

Editor’s note: permission granted.
However, since thearticle wasreprinted
from Twentieth Century Watch,
permission from that periodical must
also be obtained,
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Response to Johnsson Interview

I was happy to acquire two or
three copies of TSS while visiting in
the United States in August. In the
March 1988 issue, Dr. William
Johnsson is reported as saying of
Seventh-day Adventists: “Very, very
early we settle that we would not try
to freeze ourselves in time like the
Amish.”

As a sabbatarian Anabaptist I
resent that attitude. The Amish have
theological and practical reasons
for their practices. They donot try to
freeze themselves in time. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Amish refusal to use
electricity comes from a sensitivity
to the observation of the day of rest
{for them Sunday). Since the pro-
duction of electricity requires Sun-

~day labor, they do not useit. Thereis

a good deal of change and diversity
going on among Amish people, and
there always has been. They are dif-
ferent because they live by their
Anabaptist principles rather than
by whatever happenstobein fashion.
It is a saddening note that people
representing powerful ecclesiastical
institutions are often insensitive to
the spirituality of others. TSS is a
unique magazine that can have an
impact in making us aware of the
faith of others.
Dr. Thomas McElwain
Finland

We welcome your letters, preferably short

and concise. We reserve the right to con-
dense and excerpt. Names can be with-
held if requested. Address to The Sab-
bath Sentinel, RD 1 Box 222, Fairview,
OK 73737.
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Now auvailable from BSA!

Dr. Samuele Bacchiocchi, Prof. of Theology, Andrews Univ.
My Search for the Lord’s Day at Vatican University ('84)
Divine Rest for Human Restlessness ('84)

The Sabbath as a Day of Service ('84)
Sabbath, Holyday or Holiday? {('84)
Good News of the Sabbath ('84)

Dr. Desmond Ford, Founder, Good News Unlimited
The Sabbath {("86)

Richard A. Wiedenheft, BSA Executive Director
How the Sabbath Was Changed to Sunday, Part 1 ('80)

- How the Sabbath Was Changed to Sunday, Part 2 {'§1)
My Sabbath Shall Be . . . "

The Sabbath Was Made For Man ('75)
Putting the Sabbath in Perspective

Sabbath, Day of Freedom ('83)

The Sabbath in the New Covenant ('74)
Why the Sabbath is Vital For Christians ('83)
The Sabbath & Col. 2:16 ('84)

Media Outreach, Church of God {Seventh Day)
A Profile On the Sabbath
How Jesus Changed the Law

Daniel Porter, Pastor, Baltimore Church of God
How the Sabbath Was Changed

Tapes are available for a donation of §3 per tape, $2.50 each for three

or more; please add $1 to yourorder to cover postageand handling. Order
by speaker and title from:

The Bible Sabbath Association ;

RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737

The views expreased on these cassettos are those of the spenkers, not necessarily of The
Bible Sabbath Association. We are interested in adding to our library Sabbath-related

messages by other speakers—to provide greater variety nnd balance. If you know of such,
piease send us copies for considerstion. Thank you.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

A Search for Truth now available
in hardback or cassettes. Send $10
dontation to Family of God, 8018
Pine Forest, San Antonio, TX '?8239i
(11

Good Samaritan Christian Home
provides nutritious health food,
meaningful group activities, and
Christian fellowship for retired min-
isters, professional people, and senior
citizens. Therate for room and board
is very reasonable. All other servi-
ces such as pastoral care, nursing
advice, geriatric counselling, psycho-
logical consultation, etc,, are offered
freein the spirit of Jesus Christ. Call
(309) 343-0515 or write Rt. 3, Box 98,
Galesburg, IL 61401. (11)

The International Sanctuary
Research Center is well equipped
to exchange ideas relating to the
sound interpretation of Bible pro-
phecy concerning the lastday events,
such as Communism, Catholicism,
conflict between Jews and Arabs,
U.S. in prophecy, 666, seal of God,
signsof the times, Sunday law, cancer,
AIDS, meditation, ete. Your ques-
tions may be directed to Dr. James
D. Wang, Knoxville, IL 61448. (11)

The Big Picture—a lengthy, very
plainly presented study of the pro-
phecies of Daniel and Revelation.
Shows thelove of the hand of God in
human affairs. $5 per copy; $20for 5
copies. Order from the author, Elder
K. C. Walker, Rt. 1 Box 1798, Men-
tone, AL 35984, (9,10,11)

Good News Unlimited Meetings
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featuring Dr. Desmond Ford: Ran-

cho California, CA, Feb. 17-18; local
contact: Margaret N. (619) 749-0471.
For full schedule, Write GNU, 11710
Education St., Auburn, CA 9?6(1}3.2)
i1,1

Free home Bible study booklets.
Learn what the Bible has to say
about different topics for yourself.
Write Bible Church of God 7th Day,
c¢/0 Adam Windholz, 1216 Oregon
St., Hiawatha, KS 66434,  (10,11)

Halleluyah, the most widely known
word. Learn why the word halle-
luyah is significantin relation to the
Heavenly Father’s name. Send self-
addressed, stamped envelope to The
Master Key, P. O. Box 578, Colum-
bia, MO 65205, (10,11)

Are these the last days? For free
article write Focus On Truth, Box
45A, Lake Winola, PA 18625,

(11,12,1)

Free subscription to The Prophetic
Word Magazine! Learn the prophe-
cies now being fulfilled! Learn the
prophecies for our future! Write Box

2442, Abilene, TX 79604. (1-12)

Classified ads are available at the
rate of 30¢ per word (including each word
and each group of numbersin the address).
Copy for classified ads should be sent,
along with payment, to The Bible Sab-
bath Association, Fairview, OK 73737.
Deadlineis the 15th of the month for the
issue of the second subsequent month
{e.g., April 15 for June issue).

BSA reserves the right to reject any

~ copy; publication does not n

ecessanly
imply endorsement by The Bible Sab-
bath Association. _
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IS YOUR
NUMBER
UP?

Your renewal notice comes with every issue!

The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month
that your subscription expires. For example, if 8806 appears below your
address, June, 1988 is the month of expiration.

Please renecw automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

Annual Subseription ....ciciiirererrrreenenseninrreaasaaisess 310 ($12 outside U.S.)
Membership in BSA (including subscriplion) ......ccoiiiimmmmrsninsininnn $20

If you really want to receive THE SABBATH SENTINEL but cannotafford
a subscription, let us know your need. The generosity of others enables us to
send out a limited number of “love” subscriptions.

== e

Gift Subscription Opportunity

We all like to receive gifts, so think howniceit would be to make
someone else happy with a gift—once every month for a whole
year! You can do just that by means of a gift subscription to THE
SABBATH SENTINEL.

Say “I LOVE YOU”

—to a Sabbathkeeping family that has moved
away

—to an older person who lives alone
—toafriendwhoisisolated from other brethren

—to a pastor, or anyone else who could be
inspired and informed through the pages of
the SENTINEL.

For just $10, you can refresh someone every month for a year,
and introduce them to the ministry of The Bible Sabbath Associa-
tion. Send name, address, and $10 ($12 outside U.S.) for each gift
subscription to:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1 Box 222, Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
Phone: (405) 227-3200



