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EDITORIAL
Small is Beautiful

Lured by the apparent status and impact of televangelists and large churches,
many congregations dream of growing big—so they can do something really great
“for the Lord.” But a closer look at large churches reveals several important facts.
First, there are very, very few of them; second, they are frequently led by a very
gifted preacher or dynamic leader—something not easily duplicated, and third,
most of them have a very effective small group program—somethingthat is easily
duplicated by any congregation of any size.

The idea of small groups isn't new. Jesus worked intimately with just 12
disciples, more intimately still with 3—Peter, James, and John. He could preach to
the multitudes, he could feed the thousands, he could heal and do miracles in
public: but when it came to effectively teaching and training others, he did it with a
small group.

Large groups may be great for sermons and corporate worship—but they
cannot provide the social, emotional, and spiritual contact that most (but not all)
people crave. Even Sabbath school classes of 25 or 30 can be much too large. If
you attend such a class, take notes sometime on the number of people who
actively participate. See if the 80/20 rule holds true for your class: 80% of the talking
is done by 20% of the people. How many of the others have ideas they'd like to
share, questions they’'d like to ask, experiences they'd like to tell? But they just
aren't willing to compete with the vocal 20%.

But take those silent 80% and put them in small groups of 5 to 12 and watch the
transformation. They become actively involved, they can ask questions, relate
experiences, and make comments. They can begin to really get to know the other
members of the group. Personal rapport and trust grows. The members begin to
feel a sense of responsibility to the group and to one another. if one suffers, all will
suffer; if onerejoices, all with rejoice. If one is absent, he will truly be missed—and
hopefully, one or more members of the group will communicate their love and
concern to him. In a small group, visitors can feel at home within minutes—in a
large congregation, it may takes weeks or months.

Small groups don't require a lot of preparation or strong leadership—just
someone to serve as a facilitator. If he can't attend, another member can easily fill
in. The focus isn’t getting through a prescribed lesson or a predetermined number
of verses, the focus is the spiritual needs of the members.

Sabbath school time provides one of the best opportunities for developing small
groups. While people sometimes resist breaking up the one big adult class,
experience shows that overall attendance increases when there are a variety of
smaller classes to choose from. Small groups can also meet during the week—in
homes or offices as well as at church. Small groups, whether they are used for
evangelism, for discipling, for teaching and training, or just for fellowship, are a
powerful tool that, in my opinion, is very much under utilized among Sabbath-
keeping churches.

Human beings crave intimacy—and the church is where they should be able to
find it. But they won't be able to find it with 100 people at once. Twelve is a much
better number.

—Richard A. Wiedenheft
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Remember the Sabbath To
Keep it Holy
or
Forget the Sabbath and Call
it Common?

Part 2
by Daniel Botkin

Concern #6:
The New Covenant

Hundreds of years before Christ,
God promised that He would some-
day make a new covenant with his
people (Jer. 31:31-34). The New Cov-
enant was instituted by Jesus at the
Last Supper (Mt. 26:28). The dif-
ference between the New Covenant
and the covenant made at Sinai is
this: Under the Old Covenant, the
law was written on stone. Under the
New Covenant, God says, “I will put
my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts” (Jer. 31:33).
Many Christians mistakenly inter-
pret this to mean that we need noth-
ing more than an inward law of
‘personal conscience’ or ‘personal
convictions’ for moral guidance.
This belief results in the same kind
of moral anarchy we read about in
the book of Judges, when “every
man did that which was right in his
own eyes” (Jdg. 17:6).

The important question is this:
When God says, “I will write My law
on their hearts,” what law is He
referring to? The answer is found in 2
Corinthians 3, where Paul speaks of
the contrast between the “tables of
stone” and the “fleshly tables of
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the heart.” It is significant that Paul
refers to the tables of the heart. If
God says that the laws written on
the tables of our heart are to be His
laws, and if He wrote His laws on
stone tables at Sinai, does it not
make sense that He would write the
same ten laws on the fleshly tables
of our heart? The fact that so many
Christians do attempt to give a spe-
cial place to one day in seven by
Sunday church attendance is an
indication that the Sabbath law is
written on the fleshly table of the
heart. Though written on the
heart, it is either misread and misun-
derstood by most believers, partly be-
cause they are unaware of the origins
of Sunday observance.

It is unsafe to depend on nothing
more than a subjective law of ‘per-
sonal conviction’ for moral guid-
ance. We still need God’s laws. The
good news of the New Covenent is
that God writes His laws in our in-
ward part, on our hearts. This means
that we are motivated by an inward
desire to obey rather than by outward
compulsion. It is the dif-
ference between ‘“‘the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” and “the
law of sin and death’” (Rom.
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8:2). This change of motivation causes
the old system to fade away (2 Cor.
3:11). Under the Old Covenant (“the
oldness of the letter”), we felt forced to
obey, as slaves. Under the New Cove-
nant (“the newness of the spirit”), we
want to obey, assons. Itisnolonger “I
have to obey,” but “I want to obey.”

Augustine wrote, “The same law
which was given Moses becomes
through Jesus-Christ grace and truth”
(Enarr.in Ps. 32 Sermo 2:6). Under the
New Covenant, the Ten Command-
ments are transformed into ten prom-
ises to be believed and embraced. This
is especially clear in the Hebrew text.
The words, lo tinaf, for example, can
be understood as either a command
(‘Don’t commit adultery’) or a future
tense promise (‘You won’t commit adul-
tery’). Because the law is written on
your heart, you will not want to dis-
obey. To do so would go against your
nature as a son of the New Covenant.

The ten laws that were written on
stone at Sinai are now written on our
hearts. New Covenant people need
God’s laws as much as Old Covenant
people did. A tamed horse needs the
bridle as much as a wild stallion does.
The wild, rebellious horse will resist
the Master’s bridle. Even after the
bridleis on, he will fight againstitand
resistits guidance. The horse who has
been tamed and broken will joyfully
accept the bridle and humbly submit
to its guidance.

Concern #7:
Shadow and Substance

Some people resist Sabbath ob-
servance by viewing the Sabbath as
an Old Testament type, or prophetic
shadow, or the inward rest we experi-
ence in our souls as a result of having
our sins forgiven through the death of
Jesus. “Because the fulfillment has
come,” they say, “we can ignore the
type. Why embrace the shadow (a
weekly sabbath) when you already
have the substance (daily rest in the
soul)?” The main weakness of this
argument lies in the fact that the
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inward rest of our souls is only a
partial fulfillment of the prophetic
shadow. The Sabbath prefigures not
only our present inward rest; it also
speaks of the future rest and restora-
tion of the entire earth in the age to
come. Jews and early Christians un-
derstood this, and often referred to the
Sabbath as a foretaste of the age to
come.” As pointed out earlier, the
Sabbath will still be observed in the
new earth (Isa. 66:22f). The inward
rest which Jesus gives (Mt. 11:28f)isa
wonderful thing, butitisonly a meas-
ure of the final, complete rest He will
one day bring to the world when He
returns.

Even if we assume that our present
inward rest is the complete and final
substance of the Sabbath (which it is
not), would that be a reason to discard
the shadow? There are other acts of
worship and obedience that we prac-
tice which are shadows of an inward,
spiritual reality. The most obvious of
these are baptism and the Lord’s Sup-
per.* These are both outward rituals
(shadows) which serve as visibledemon-
strations and reminders of inward
realities that the believer experiences
(substance). By baptism, we demon-
strate our identification with the
death, burial, and resurrection of the
Lord (Rom. 6:3-5). By partaking of the
Lord’s Supper, we “show the Lord’s
death till he comes” (1 Cor. 11:26).
Very few Christians suggest that we
discard baptism and communion just
because we inwardly experience the
realities that they symbolize.

We must be careful not to overlook
thefactthat ourinward restis,indeed,
a partial fulfillment of the Sabbath. It
is a precious measure of the substance,
and we do not want to minimize it or
lose it. Nor do we want to lose sight of
thefact that the Sabbathisnotanend
in itself, but a means to remind us
each week that a complete and final
rest awaits us in God’s Kingdom.
Aesop’s fable of the dog with a bone
has a lesson for us. The dog, seeing his
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reflection in the water, thought it was
another dog with a bigger bone. When
he barked to try and frighten the
‘other dog,” his bone fell into the water
and was lost. We must beware that we
not lose the substance by grasping at
the shadow. We don’t want to worship
the Sabbath of the Lord instead of the
Lord of the Sabbath. Proper Sabbath
observance, however, need not result
in losing the substance. Rather, it can
serve to make us more aware of the
substance . The present, inward rest
and the future, global rest will be most
appreciated by those who now em-
brace the shadow of that substance.
Practical Implications
and Guidelines

Keeping the Sabbath holy natural-
ly raises questions about what kinds
of activities should and should not be
done on the Sabbath. The Scriptures
do not provide a long list of regula-
tions; therefore, there is a need for a
certain amount of liberty. The rab-
bis felt a need to compile a precise list
of Sabbath regulations that would
deal with every situation imaginable.
Sabbath-breaking was one of the ma-
jor sins that led to the Babylonian
captivity (Jer. 17:21-27; Ezk. 20:13, 16,
21, 24), so this reactionary move was
understandable. Unfortunately, this
resulted in countless man-made restric-
tions that made the Sabbath seem
more of a burden than a blessing. The
Essenes, one of the most extreme
groups, went so far as to forbid defecat-
ing on the Sabbath.’s

The Pharisees obscured God’s Sab-
bath by attaching man-made restric-
tions in the name of legality. We do
not want to make the same mistake,
nor do we want to go to the opposite
extreme and strip the Sabbath of all
restrictions in the name of liberty. If
we make the Sabbath nothing more
than a holiday of recreation instead of
a holy day of rest, we will obscure the
Sabbath as much as the Pharisees
did. We will be doing it in a different
way, but the result will be the same.
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The true meaning and purpose of the
Sabbath will be lost.

There are a few specific restrictions
in the Scriptures which we must heed.
Each person must determine to what
extent these Scriptural restrictions ap-
ply in different areas of his life. In
addition, we must remember the princi-
ples Jesus taught about the Sabbath
in Matthew 12: Genuine needs for the
health and wellbeing of a person over-
rule the Sabbath restrictions (v.3f).
The work of the ministry is to continue
on the Sabbath (v.5). Acts of mercy,
such as healing, are lawful on the
Sabbath (v.7,10,12). Unforeseen prob-
lems of an urgent nature overrule
Sabbath restrictions (v.11).

Keeping the Sabbath holy can be a
delight instead of an inconvenience if
we make the necessary preparations
ahead of time. By completing our
shopping, cooking, housework, etc on
Friday (‘the day of preparation’), we
are free to enjoy God’s Sabbath rest
from sunset Friday to sunset Satur-
day.

Loss of The Sabbath

The Church’s abandonment of the
seventh-day Sabbath is rooted in the
anti-Judaism of the post-apostolic
Church Fathers. During the early
years of the Church, both Jewish and
Gentile believers continued to worship
in the synagogues every Sabbath
(Acts 13:42ff; 18:4). As tensions in-
creased between Christians and non-
Christian Jews, the two communities
drifted further apart. After the death
of the apostles, the Church Fathers
wanted to distance, differentiate, and
divorce Christianity from Judaism as
much as possible. This led to the
abandonment of things that made
Christianity appear ‘Jewish,” includ-
ing the Sabbath.

The abandonment of the Sabbath
resulted in the need for a substitute
day of worship. One of the main
reasons Sunday was chosen as the
new day of worship was because the
pagan masses of Rome were already
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using the first day of the week to pay
homage to the sun. By making Sun-
day (‘the Venerable Day of the Sun’)
the day of worship, the Church lead-
ers altered Christian worship to make
it more appealing to the pagan popu-
lation.™®

Sunday was selected as an alterna-
tive day of worship early in the
Church’s history, but it was not re-
garded as a sabbath until later. In the
Fourth Century, Constantine made
Sunday worship official, and thereby
opened the way for the Catholic
Church to declare Sunday as ‘the New
Testament Sabbath.’'’

Catholic theologians and histori-
ans openly admit that the Catholic
Church was responsible for changing
the Sabbath day from Saturday to
Sunday. This presents a dilemma for
non-Catholic believers who observe
Sunday. One Catholic writer puts it
quite bluntly: “Protestantism, in dis-
carding the authority of the (Catholic)
Church, has no good reasons for its
Sunday theory, and oughtlogically to
keep Saturday as the Sabbath.”'® The
only other alternative is to reject the
authority of the Ten Commandments
as a moral guide for Christians. One
Protestant writer (a non-Sabbatarian)
admits this when he writes, “To be-
come a seventh-day Sabbatarian is
the only consistent course of action for
anyone who hold that the whole Deca-
logue is binding as moral law.”"

Restoration of the Sabbath

Martin Luther said, “Learn from
me how difficult a thing it is to throw
off errors which have been confirmed
by the example of all the world, and
which, through long habit, have be-
come second nature to us.” Luther
failed to throw off some very serious
errors in his own thinking, but his
message of justification by faith was
at least a beginning in God’s plan to
restore the Church to her former glory.

Since Luther’s time, God has con-
tinued to restore blessings to the
Church, blessings which were lost
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and buried under layers of man-made
traditions. I am persuaded that proper
Sabbath observance is among those
things which the Lord intends to re-
store to His Church. Scripture shows
that there is a definite link between
Sabbath observance and restoration
(See Isa. 58:12-14). Keeping the Sab-
bath holy may be animportantkey to
releasing the Church from its ‘Baby-
lonian captivity.’

While I am persuaded that God
would have all believers to embrace
the seventh-day Sabbath, I am also
persuaded that God is merciful, pa-
tient, and slow to anger. The measure
of a person’s accountability is deter-
mined by whathe knows, not by what
he does not know (Lk. 12:47f).

The Church Fathers’ desire to rid
Christianity of its ‘Jewish’ elements
was a mistake. It not only alienated
Jews who might otherwise have been
drawn to their Messiah, it also robbed
the Church of great blessings, the Sab-
bath being perhaps one the of great-
est. As the Lord continues to restore
lost blessings and truths to the
Church, let us be willing to recognize
the errors of our predecessors and
humbly make the necessary adjust-
ments in the practice of our faith.

“For examples, see A. J. Heschel, The
Sabbath, its Meaning for Modern Man
(New York: Farrar, Straus, and Young,
1951), p. 10; Theodore Friedman, “The
Sabbath: Anticipation of Redemption,” Juda-
ism 16 (1967): 445, The Epistle of Barna-
bas, 15.

“Some may object by saying that these
are New Testament rituals, whereas the
Sabbath is an Old Testament institution.
However, both baptism and communion
had their origins in Old Testament rituals.
Baptism was taken from the ritual immer-
sion of the Jews, and the Lord’s supper was
taken from the Jewish Passover.

*It may well be that Paul was referring
only to man-made restrictions when he
wrote, “Let no man therefore judge you...in
respect of...the sabbath days,” i.e., do not
let others condemn you if you do not
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observe the Sabbath according to man-
made rabbinical restrictions.

*Many people mistakenly believe that
the apostles changed the Sabbath to Sun-
day to commemorate the Resurrecuon of
Christon thatday. That simply is not true.
Bacchiocchi does an excellent job of trac-
ing the origin and rise of Sunday obser-
vance in his book, From Sabbath to Sun-
day.

7Constantine’s attitude to the Jews seem-
ed to be reiteration of the anti-Judaism of
the Church Fathers: “Let us then have
nothing in common with the detestable
Jewish crowd....All should unite..in avoid-
ing all participation in the perjured con-

duct of the Jews” (Eusebius, Life of Con-
stanune 3,1819 (Nicene and Post-Nicene
Fathers, 2nd Series. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1971 reprint, pp. 524-
425)).
8John Gilmary Shea, “The Observance
of Sunday and Civil Laws for its Enforce-
ment,” The American Catholic Quarterly
Review 8 (Jan. 1833): p. 152 (fn. 7).
®Carson, p. 392.
This article is reprinted from material the
author has asked The Bible Sabbath
Association to publish as a booklet. We are
favorably disposed to do so and would wel-
come any input our readers might care to
offer.

Ministering in Mexico

by Elmer Bolt

On June 8th near San Diego I met
with Ron and Cathy Burnham and
their team of 21 other enthusiastic
brothers and sisters from Idaho,
Washington, and California. We ar-
rived at the Mexican border on the
night of June 9th carrying approxi-
mately 3,000 Spanish Bibles, 3,000
Spanish New Testaments, and 40,000 ,
gospel booklets.

It was the easiest, quickest border
crossing ever. I took immigration
office officials only about 20 minutes
to issue our 24 individual visas and
two vehicle permits—with absolutely
no inspection of our vehicles or cargo.
And when we arrived at the customs
inspection station, they merely asked
if we had obtained our visas and
permits and waved us through. Whew!
I was relieved and grateful!

The team from the north was very
willing in their work and worship and
aggressive in their witnessing and
ministering in the homes, missions,
streets, and plazas (despite the heat,
the blowing dust, and bouts with the
unmentionable plague which often
troubles visitors from the north). We
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had a wonderful nine days of ministry
and worship in the Guaymas area
before my companions had to leave
for home in the USA. I miss them all!

I continued south on Hwy 15 to the
Yaqui Indian village of Vicam. This
town as well as the surrounding area
is home to many thousands of these
quiet, patient people who are native to
this western coastal area of the Mexi-
can state of Sonora; they speak their
own native language, and most speak
at least some Spanish.

I stopped here to visit a native
pastor who recently lost a leg to
gangrene. He is doing quite well,
ministering again among his people
with the help of an artificial limb and
a crutch—what courage!

Since I don’t understand Yaqui, I
had intended only a brief visit to en-
courage my brother and resupply his
literature stock. But as I rolled into
town, I heard some funny noises that
weren’t really funny coming from the
rear axle of my 37-year-old bus. Upon
checking the differential, I found that
the ring and pinion gears were de-
stroyed.

Disassembling the gears and bear-
ings, I went into the city of Obregon,
about 30 miles to the south to see if by
chance I could obtain the parts. No
chance! In fact, after making calls to
the major cities of Mexico, I learned
that there are, apparently, no known
parts available in Mexico. Since the
old GMC coach is now immobile, I
may have to leave it here in Vicam
while I return to the U.S. to look for a
used drive gear assembly.

I will be glad to have the smaller,
newer bus prepared for use in the work
down here (it is only 25 years old).
Maybe it will be ready for the next
trip.

Meanwhile, our all-wise Father, has
me here among some very poor and
precious Yaqui people who are hungry
for the Living Word. They keep me
busy nightly preaching and teaching
from the Word of God—and busy
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during the day trying to teach Yaqui
to me.

Many of the Yaqui people live in
simple huts made of carriso, a fast-
growing cane. Most wear huaraches

(sandals) and like bright clothing.
Most adults have not had the privilege
of learning to read. Their native lan-
guage had to be put into an alphabet
so that New Testaments could be
printed for them. As yet, very few
have any portion of the written Word
of God.

There is much that needs to be done
here. I do not yet know how long I
expect to be here. I'm daily seeking our
Lord’s direction and timing while
working here among the Yaqui peo-
ple.

The author receives mail at P.O. Box 404,
Gilroy, CA 95021.

New BSA Leaflet

Whatever Happened to the

Sahbath?

Just two pages long, this
tract challenges readers to
search the scriptures for sup-
port for Sunday observance.
Then it presents Biblical evi-
dencefor the seventh-day Sab-
bath. An inexpensive means
of sharing the Sabbath
truth; handy size for pocket,
purse, or correspondence (3
and 1/2” by 8and 1/27); very
attractive cover.

Copies are available for
10¢ each, $8 per hundred.
Please add $1 for shipping
and handling. Free sample
copy is available if you send
as.a.s.e. with postage for two
ounces. Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
Rt. 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737




BSA — 1945

The Bible Sabbath Association
was founded in the 1940s by George
A. Main and other Sabbathkeepers
who believed that by cooperating
together they could be more effective
in sharing the Sabbath and in oppos-
ing laws that hindered Sabbath-
keeping.

Given below are the names of BSA
members as of July 1, 1945. The list
was prepared by Ruby C. Babcock,
secretary of the association at the
time. Her note at the end of the list
reads as follows: This list of mem-
bers of The Bible Sabbath Associa-
tion arranged by states has been
prepared with the hope that it might
help those reasonably near together
to get acquainted and to cooperate
in furthering the work of the Asso-
ciation and growth of its member-
ship. We want members in every
state and a large increase in mem-
bership everywhere. In union there is
strength.

ALLABAMA

Butler, Mrs. Robert, R; Woodville
ARKANSAS

Beebe, Rev. Clifford A.; Fouke

Maxson, Mr. Darwin E.; Gentry
CALIFORNIA

Gill, Mr. T. A,; Los Angeles

Morlan, Elder C. C.; Bellflower
COLORADO

Kiesz, Mr. John; Canon City
CONNECTICUT

Baldwin, Mrs. Clarence A.;

Rockfall

Fletcher, Miss Naida; Middletown

Kimshel, Rev. Wm. J.; Durham

Lyman, Mr. & Mrs. Howard R;;

Middletown

Odette, Miss Alice; Cromwell

Odette, Miss Irene; Rock Hill

Odette, Mrs. Wm.; Rock Hill

Spencer, Mrs. Edna; Middlefield

Stocking, Miss Mae, Cromwell

Stocking, Mrs. Ethel; Cromwell
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FLORIDA
Acton, Mrs. Grace; Daytona Beach
Babcock, Mr. L. Emile; Pomona
Babcock, Mrs. Ruby C.; Pomona
Brugone, Rev. J. R.; Daytona
Beach
Brugone, Rev. Mary; Daytona
Beach
Chase, Elder Norman; Daytona
Beach
French, Dr. Bessie Sinclair; Miami
Lee, Mrs. Leslie; Pomona
Main, George A.; Pomona
Main, Mrs. Mabel D.; Pomona
Randolph, Rev. Elizabeth F.;
Palatka
Rogers, Dr. M. Josie; Daytona
Beach
Van Horn, Mrs. Harriet C.;
Daytona Beach
Van Horn, Rev. T. J.; Daytona
Beach
ILLINOIS
Armstrong, Mrs. M.E.J.; Kewanee
DeVard, Mrs. Carl J.; Marion
Flaskerud, Mr. Ole E.; Chicago
Green, Mrs. Milo D.; Stone Fort
Green, Mrs. Cora L.; Stone Fort
Lewis, Rev. Oliver; Stone Fort
Wiley, Mr. Mark; Chicago
Woods, Mr. Charles L.; Quincy
IOWA
Davis, Rev. Riley, G.; Des Moines
Juhl, Mr. Marvin; Des Moines
LOUISIANA
Campbell, Mrs. Edna B,;
Hammond
MARYLAND
Bethard, Mrs. Ethel; Stockton
Linton, Mrs. Virgie Mae; Stockton
Linton, Miss Rose Mae; Stockton
Linton, Miss Emma J.; Stockton

MASSACHUSETTS
Lamson, Mr. & Mrs. Clifford L;
East Taunton
MICHIGAN

Babcock, Mr. Verne; White Cloud
Biggs, Mr. Claude; Lansing
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How to Promote
the Sabbath in
Your Area

If you are interested in sponsoring
ads in your local newspaper that
will promote the Sabbath and the
aims of The Bible Sabbath Associa-
tion, we can help you. Write for our
information sheet entitled “Reach-
ing Out Through Local Advertis-
ing.”

The Bible Sabbath
Association
Fairview, OK 73737

Boss, Mr. Dan; White Cloud
Branch, Mr. Adelbert; White Cloud
Branch, Mr. Clifford; White Cloud
Branch, Mr. Nathan; White Cloud
Branch, Mrs. Rose; White Cloud
Clarke, Mrs. Ruby T.; Battle Creek
Clarke, Mr. Elvan H.; Battle Creek
Fowler, Mrs. Nettie; White Cloud
Reefman, Mr. Bert; Fremont
Reefman, Miss Minnie; Fremont
Siems, Miss Alberta; Fremont
Siems, Mrs. Dora; Fremont
Siems, Mr. Case E.; Fremont
Wing, Mrs. Minnie; White Cloud
Wing, Rev. Robert; White Cloud
MINNESOTA
Payne, Mrs. Eva L.; Claremont
MISSOURI
Bond, Mr. Ira E.; Kansas City
Bond, Mrs. Floreen; Kansas City
Lewis, Mr. Joe; Maplewood
NEBRASKA
Stillman, Miss Emerald Mae;
Union College, Lincoln
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Arlin, Mrs. Mabel E.; Lakeport
Arlin, Mr. Everett E.; Lakeport
NEW JERSEY
Davis, Mrs. Elizabeth F.;
Bridgeton

Mr. Luther S.; Bridgeton
Lewis, Mrs. Dollie J.; Shiloh
Lewis, Mr. Robert Ira; Shiloh
Probasco, Mr. John; Bridgeton
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NEW YORK
Bates, Mr. Sam F.; Watertown
Maxson, Mr. Carl R.; St. Albans
Stoodley, Mrs. Clark; Adams
Center
Van Den Heuvel, Rev. J.; Oneida
PENNSYLVANIA
Shue, Daisy I.; Hanover
RHODE ISLAND
Burdick, Rev. Paul; Rockville
SOUTH CAROLINA
Fillyaw, Mr. Walter J.; Columbia
TEXAS
French, Mr. A. L.; Houston
VIRGINIA
Davis, Ella Mae; Franklin City
Lawrence, Walter J. Jr.; Franklin
City
Lawrence, Mrs. Elizabeth R.;
Franklin City
Ward, Mrs. Grace Sheridan;
Greenbackville
WASHINGTON
Beattie, Mr. David G.; Puyallup
WISCONSIN
Boss, Mrs. George R.; Milton

Biblical ’
HolyDays Man’s
Holidays

Or

Biblical
Feast Days?

More and more people are realizing
the spiritual emptiness of today’s
secular holidays and the impor-
tance of the Bible’s Holy Days.

Learn about these commanded
observances from both Old and
New testaments.

For your free copy of the book,
Biblical Holy Days, write:

YNCA
POB 50, Kingdom City, MO 65262

(donations to help cover costs
gratefully appreciated)
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Sabbath in New Guinea
Predates Christian Era

by Lester N. Hawkes

Probably few Seventh-day Adventists
realize that the seventh-day Sabbath
was observed in the South Pacific
islands even before the coming of
Adventist missionaries.

In 1946 my wife and I were sentto a
small medical outpost on the sands of
Aroma beach in Papua, some 72 miles
(116 kilometers) east of Port Moresby.
One day I was discussing with the
mission staff some outreach plans
that involved letting the thousands of
village people know something spe-
cial was to happen on a certain Sab-
bath. Talking in Motu, I said the
meetings would be held on Laga-ani-
Dinana, the words for Sabbath.

But when I suggested that the ad-
herents of the London Missionary
Society (LMS) would surely think we
meant Sunday if we used the word for
Sabbath, Pastor Lui Oli, Pastor
Tauku, and others spoke up. “No.
They’ll know that we're speaking of
our Sabbath. They’ll know what day
we mean. Laga-ani Dinana is the
name of that day.”

Again I objected. “But the words
Laga-ani Dinana mean ‘day of rest’—
and for them, that’s Sunday.”

Again the pastors made it clear to
me that we weren’t using Adventist
terminology. We were simply using
the name in the Motu language for the
day know in English as Saturday.

That staggered me. So I asked a-
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bout the local Aroma language.
“What name does it give for Satur-
day?”

“In the Aroma language the name
for Saturday is Mara Vakula, which
also means ‘day of rest.”

“Allright,” I said, “if both the Motu
and Aroma languages call Saturday
‘the day of rest,” why do the people
around here worship on Sunday?
Why don’t they call Sunday ‘day of
rest’?”

The national pastors told me that
all along that part of the Papuan coast
the people traditionally had kept the
seventh day as a day of rest. Thus the
name ‘“day of rest” in all the local
languages. Intrigued, I asked to be
told the whole story.

They suggested that I'd get the best
account by talking with an Adventist
name Kualua. Thisis what he told me.

Kualua’s Story

Back in the early days of the Aus-
tralian administration of Papua, the
government divided the territory into
spheres of influence for the various
mission bodies wishing to work there.

The Anglicans were allocated one
area, the Methodists another area,
and the LMS yet another. The LMS
was granted responsibility for much
of the Papuan coast, including the
eastern section, where Kualua and his
family lived.

When the first LMS missionaries
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came to the Aroma coast, they were
amazed to find that the locals fol-
lowed a weekly cycle, and that the
seventh day of each week was set
aside as the Laga-ani-Dinana or Mara
Vakula.

The day wasn’t a worship day.
Rather, it was a day of no work. If
there was to be a village discussion,
this was the day. So while there were
often meetings on Saturdays, they
weren’t really religious meetings.

The LMS missionary told the peo-
ple that they were quite correct in
abstaining from work and meeting
together one day a week. But, he
pointed out, they held their Mara
Vakula one day too early. He sug-
gested that they change.

Kualua told me how he went home
from this meeting wondering about
all he had heard.

That night he had a dream that
remained etched in his memory.
“Someone in bright-white clothes
came to me and stood right there,”
Kualua said, pointing to a spot. “He
told me that I wasn’t to change with
therest of the village people. Instead, I
was to continue to keep our traditional
day until another White man came
who would teach the same day we had
always observed.

“I waited for some years. Then
when Pastor Ross James came to live
at Aroma, I and my family asked him
what day he kept—for we hadn’t for-
gotten the dream. He told us that he
kept the seventh day, not the first.

“We questioned him further. And
when we knew for certain that he did
keep Mara Vakula, we decided that
we’d attend his mission.”

About two years ago Pastor Ross
James visited Australia, and I met
him at the retired workers’ meetings
at the Waitara church in Sydney. I
asked him if he recalled the events I've
outlined.

Pastor James’ face lit up. “Certain-
ly. I remember that day well. I re-
member Kualua and his family, and
how the work in the Aroma district
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opened up when they discovered that I
worshipped on the day that tradition-
ally had been their day of rest.”

So I had confirmation of Kualua’s
story from the pastor involved. Un-
fortunately, it never occurred to me to
ask Pastor James just what year this
incident happened. However, accord-
ing to the Seventh-day Adventist En-
cyclopedia, page 957, he began his
work in Aroma in December of 1931—
a mere 15 years before my wife and I
took up work among the Aroma peo-
ple.

A Day To Do Nothing

Naturally, after talking with
Kualua I developed deep interest in
the matter of a traditional day of rest
among the Papuan people. As I mov-
ed around and met people in a position
to give further information, I found
for instance, that in the Domara dis-
trict, 18 miles (30 kilometers) or so east
of Aroma, the local people had also
observed the seventh day as a “day to
do nothing.”

In the Hula area the language in-
cluded the name Puka Omana, which
translates “day of rest” or “day to do
nothing.” The Papakaka language, in
the bush areas behind Hula, used the
word Koe Pogina, which again indi-
cates a “day to cease labor.”

But only once did I find a language
in which the word had a vestigial
meaning of worship. I was discussing
with Pastor Yori Hibo the languages
in the area behind Port Moresby.
There the traditional name for the
seventh day is translated, in the main,
as “day of rest”—but it does carry the
connotation of worship as well.

The last time I was in the Aroma
district, in 1980, I found that among
the younger generation there was no
knowledge at all of the old words.
They’ve now slipped from use. The
people have used the English names
for the days of the week (Sunday,
Monday, etc.) for so long that the
younger generation doesn’t know
what the older names were. But when
I spoke with the patriarchal group, it
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was different.

The older people were thrilled to
think that someone knew words from
their own language—even though
they had ceased to be used. And they
confirmed again that it was true: in
earlier times they had abstained from
normal garden work on the seventh
day.

They told me that it had been an
enjoyable rest day. Occasionally
they’d go fishing on the seventh day.
Orthey’d hold a village conference. Or
they’d do whatever struck their fancy
at the time. But I could detect no
suggestion at all that it was consider-
ed a day for worship.

Still, to find a group with knowledge
of a weekly cycle was amazing e-
nough, for there’s no natural phenom-
enon to indicate a week. The sun
indicates the year. The moon marks
outthe month. But nothing marks out
a week.

The week must have been handed
down to them from the distant past—
too far back for anyone to know when
and where. For their forebears to have
selected the idea of one day in that
week to be set aside for different activ-

ity was a further interesting point. But
the selection of the seventh day of the
week to be the day that was different
from the rest of the week has to be
more than coincidence.

I can only assume that the origin of
this Papuan rest day dated far back
into antiquity, back beyond the time
of Christ, maybe even back to the
dispersion of the nations at the time of
the Tower of Babel.

The concept of the seventh day of
the week as a “set-asideday” is found
in many languages. For example,
European languages refer to Satur-
day as Sabado or some variant of the
word Sabbath. But it came as a sur-
prise to me to find the same thought
reflected in the languages of one of the
world’s more isolated areas, an area
where it was obvious that the concept
of a week and a weekly day of rest
couldn’t have been introduced by
Christian missionaries.

The author was a missionary to Papua
New Guinea for many years before his re-

tirement. Reprinted by permission from

Adventist Review, June 8, 1989; © 1991,

Review and Herald Publ. Assn.

SABBATH BUMPER STICKER

Let others know about the wonderful blessing of the Sabbath by way of
this attractive bumper sticker—dimensions are 3” by 11”; blue ink on
white background. Suggested donation is $1 each, plus $1 per order for
shipping and handling. Order extras for sharing with friends.

| BREAK®SABBATH

The Bible Sabbath Assn. @ Fairview, OK73737

The Bible Sabbath Association
Rt. 1 Box 222, Fairview, OK 73737
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Resources Available From BSA
Books

The Sabbath in the New Testament by Semuele Bacchiocchi (275 DD.) --vv....oovoveeoeoeeoeee oo 310
From Sabbath to Sunday by Samuele Bacchiocchi (372 pp.) .................. .. 810
Divine Rest for Human Restlessness by Samuele Bacchiocchi (320 pp) .. 810
History of Sabbath and Sunday by John Kiesz (64 pp.) i S
God’s Sabbath for Mankind by Richard A. Wiedenheft (64 PP.) ..........ooooovoveeeeeeooosoeoeooooooeeroeeooeeeeeooooeooooeo 60¢

Directory of Sabbath-observing Groups
Sixth Edition, 1986, only ...
Supplement, 1989, only ..
Sixth Edition and Supplement .

Sabbath at Sommerhase Story and Lesson Book (128 pp.) ..
Activity Packet

.. 87 ea.; $5 ea. for 6 or more

.. 83 ea.; 82 ea. for 6 or more

(for bulk orders, add 10% of total for postage and handling)

Back Issues of The Sabbath Sentinel (when available) ... ... 10 for $3; 30 for $5
Booklets
Why the Seventh-day Sabbath? (12 DP.) .......ovoveeeeooeeeoeoeeeoeeeoeeoeeeoeeeeeoeeeee 20¢ ea.; $17/100
Roman Catholic and Protestant Confessions About Sunday (12 pp.) ceeeee 20€; $17/100
The Bible Sabbath: Seventh Day or First Day? (6 pp.) o..ovvvevve.... .. 14¢ ea.; $12/100
Bible Truth About “Salvation by Grace Through Faith” by F. Walker (32 pp.) .. 35¢ ea.; $6/20

Questions for Seventh Dayists Answered by T. Littrell (18 pp.)
Has Sabbath Time Been Lost? by Joseph M. McGuire (10 pp.)

... Out of stock
.. Out of stock

Tracts
The Rest of Your Life (2 p.) .
Whatever Happened to the Sabbath? (2p.) ..

... 10¢ ea.; $8/100
.. 10¢ ea.; $8/100

Sample Copies of tracts are available free if you enclose with your
request a self-addressed #10 Envelope with 45¢ postage

Promotional Aids
BSA Brochures No Charge
Sabbath Calendars .. 82.00 ea.; 81.75 ea. for 10 or more
Ballpoint pens with imprint: “The Seventh Day is the Sabbath” ... .. $5/dozen

Bumper Stickers: “I Break for the Sabbath” .

Sabbath Seals ............cc.ooooooiioii

Post cards with Sabbath message on one side,
space for personal message and address on the other side

................................................................... 81/dozen
Cassette Tapes ... Write for Complete List

Please add $1 to all orders for shipping and handling.
ORDER FROM:

The Bible Sabbath Association

Rt. 1, Box 222 e Fairview, OK 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200

Members of BSA may take a 20% discount off the single quantity prices of all items.
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BSA

Department Editor Suffers Stroke

Howard Mesick, BSA life member
and TSS department editor, suffered a
severe stroke latein November. At the
time of this writing a month later heis
still in a coma being sustained with
breathing and feeding tubes. Please
pray for a miracle for him, for his wife,
Cathy, and for their children,
Catherine and Howard.

In addition to his work for TSS,
Howard had been actively minister-
ing to brethrenin Delaware and East-
ern Pennsylvania during the summer
and fall. Ed Ozalas from Feasterville,
Penna., will be handling some of the
TSS columns that Howard did.

Bibles for Mexico

A number of BSA members have
contributed to the Bibles for Mexico
project sponsored by the Seventh Day
Church of God, Caldwell, Idaho. Paul
Woods reports the following: “This
past Friday (October 25), we sent a
check for $9,300 to the Bible League
for 6000 Bibles. We had formerly
thought we would have to purchase
the Bibles here in the States and take
them across the border (which is il-
legal according to Mexican law). God
had a different plan all along. At the
Bible League we were told we could
pickup the Bibles in Mexico City from
their office there. We are scheduled to
do this on November 12. Money is still
coming in for Bibles, so we are still
trusting God for the 10,000 Bibles He
originally laid on our hearts.”

Announcements for Summer
Meetings

It’s none too early to be planning
summer conferences and campmeet-
ings. It is our policy to publish an-
nouncements of such meetings—pro-
vided they are open to all Sabbath-
keepers and are conducted by in-
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dividuals or groups basically in har-
mony with the purpose of BSA. March
15 is the deadline for the May issue,
April 15 for the June issue.

Letter from Chosen People
Ministries

BSA Vice-president John Conrod
shares with us a letter he received
from Harold A. Sevener, President
Emeritus of Chosen People Minis-
tries, Inc. of Charlotte, N.C. (formerly
American Board of Missions to the
Jews). In response to an inquiry from
John Conrod about why Christians
refuse to worship on the Sabbath,
Sevener wrote, “We believe the Bible
teaches that as followers of Yeshua
(Jesus) we are free to worship the Lord
on any day of the week. This includes
the Sabbath and/or Sunday. Most
Christians feel they cannot worship
on Shabbat because it is the Jewish
Sabbath and that by doing so they
would be keeping the law, or be le-
galizers. This is not the case. Such
teaching is erroneous. I do trust you
will continue to pray for our ministry
as we seek to reach Jewish people with
the Gospel and as we establish Mes-
sianic congregations around the
world.”

Do You Read Seventh-day
Periodicals?

If so, perhaps you can help the editors.
We're always on the lookout for news
items for “News from the Seventh-day
Community” and “On the Legal
Front,” short quotations for “To Re-
peat,” and outstanding articles for
excerpting or reprinting. If, in your
reading, you come across material
that you’d like to see passed on to
other Sabbathkeepers, please send it
to the editor or to BSA at Rt 1 Box 222,
Fairview, OK 73737.
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NEWS

Live Longer

In their book, The Seventh-day
Diet, authors Chris Rucker and Jan
Hoffman claim that North American
strict vegetarians live 12 years longer
than non-vegetarians.

The book describes Seventh-day Ad-
ventists as America’s healthiest peo-
ple. In studying SDA statistics, the
writers have found that the Adventist
diet has lowered their fatality rates for
the 10 leading causes of death in
America.

The authors also claim that SDA’s
have more energy than others and
“feel and behave decades younger
than their years.”

Restrictions Requested

Three Adventist hospitals have
been asked to recognize certain guide-
lines when deciding to perform abor-
tions.

Last September, a special constitu-
ency session of the Potomac Con-
ference voted 190 to 58 to request that
abortions be performed only if the
pregnancy threatens the mother’s life,
if the fetus is gravely deformed, or if
the pregnancy resulted from rape or
incest. The subject of abortions at the
Potomac Conference hospitals has
been under study by an appointed
commission since 1987.

The request came after a three hour
polite, but emotional discussion.

Melting Pot Merger

Two South African SDA union con-
ferences voted to unite into one single
conference.

The two groups are the Southern
Union Mission, (comprised mostly of
Black members), and the South Afri-
can Union Conference, (made up Pri-
marily of White and Asian members).
The merger became complete at a
joint constituency session last Decem-
February 1992

ber.

Commenting on the agreement,
Chairman of the General Conference-
appointed Commission on the Church
in South Africa Jan Paulsen said
“The Spirit of God has been in contiol
throughout this whole process. The
Adventist family in South Africa has
embarked on a course that will bring
honor to God and his church.”

SDB Clean Up

Combining hard work and com-
munity service, the Nortonville, Kan-
sas, Seventh Day Baptist Church has
found a new way to advertise.

After the SDB Church decided to
adopt a highway to keep clean, the
Topeka Highway Department agreed
to install signs telling motorists who
was responsible for the clean up.
Church members picked up debris
and placed it in sacks provided by the
Highway Department. State trucks
later picked up the sacks.

In spite of high temperatures and a
local drought last summer, workers
said, “Itis not only good to have clean
highways, it’s a way to get plenty of
exercise!”

Church in Cambodia

Anew SDA church has been found-
ed in war-torn Cambodia. After the
Adventist Development and Relief A-
gency opened an office in Phnom
Penh, the church started with 16 mem-
bers.

Their ranks grew to 28 after only
four meetings. Pastor Thy San Sam, a
convert from Cambodian refugee
camps in Thailand, returned to his

native land from the United States to
help the church get started. The pas-
toris from the Lowell Cambodian Ad-
ventist Church in Lowell, Massachu-
setts.
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Methods of Tract Distribution

by Roy Garrison

Editor’s note: While tract distribution is not as popular among Christians as it
once was, many continue to practice and promote it as an effective method of
disseminating truth. The following is condensed and adapted from a long
article by the author, a strong advocate of tract distribution.

God says “My word shall not return
unto me void” (Isaiah 55:11) and that
“The word of God is quick and power-
ful” (Hebrews 4:12). History has prov-
en those words to be wonderfully true.
The world over, great results have
come from Bible tracts. They have
turned many people from murder, sui-
cide, stealing, and lying and have
saved marriages from divorce. They
have been the source of the start of
wonderful organizations to lead the
world’s people. And Bible tracts con-
tinually bring people to God’s eternal
and perfect kingdom.

No matter where you are you can
prayerfully distribute Bible tracts—
even from a wheel chair or a hospital
bed. But the most important factor in
tract distribution is keeping a good
supply on your person at all times.
Opportunities for distribution are eve-
rywhere. Here are some of the possi-
bilities:

(1) Pass out tracts at a busy loca-
tion; but before you leave the area, be
sure to gather up the discarded tracts.
Don’t be discouraged even if a person
throws away a tract or tears it in
pieces. God can use a discarded tract
or even a small piece of torn tract on
the ground or in the refuse dump to
bring people to His salvation in
Christ.

(2) Kindly and tactfully give them to
people you engage in conversation,
especially if you can maneuver the
conversation around to a topic that
relates to the tract.

(3) Place a tract on the seat when
you leave a bus, train or plane.

(4) Place tracts in religious litera-
ture racks (or even in non-religious
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racks)in various waiting rooms, (bus,
train, plane, doctor’s, etc.) They can
also be placed on magazine and writ-
ing tables in post offices, banks, em-
bassies, and consulates.

(5) Place tracts on the bulletin
boards found in supermarkets, post
offices, and many other places.

(6) Place tracts in library and other
circulating books, magazines and
newspapers.

(7) Include tracts in personal corre-
spondence. Tracts can also be sent to
individuals whose addresses are
found in obituary and other columns
in the newspapers. They can be mail-
ed to stores selling pornographic
magazines. All tracts have the po-
tential to turn people to eternal and
perfect life.

(8) Send gospel or Sabbath tracts or
letters about prophecy to world lead-
ers.

(9) Tracts can be placed by the
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for Lottie.

time). Call:

Contact BSA by Phone

If you have questions about BSA, its services or publications, just dial
(405) 227-3200 at any time between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. Central Time; ask

Save money by calling on weekends or before 8 a.m. or after 5 p.m. (local

(404) 227-3200

doorsteps or doorknobs of homes and
businesses.

(10) Tracts can be placed by the flag
arm outside of private mail boxes, but
itisillegal to place them inside private
or government mail boxes. It is legal
to place tracts in the mail slots many
businesses and offices have in their
front doors.

(11) Place tracts through the open
windows of parked cars. But be sure
no one is inside as you may frighten
them. Be cautiousifa dog isin the car.
Tracts placed under windshield wip-
ers (as is often done with commercial
literature) can cause resentment.
Tracts can be easily dropped into open
backs of parked trucks.

(12) Tracts can be placed in many

strategic places in telephone booths.

(13) Before leaving a hotel or motel
room, place a tractin front of the Bible
and all other books which may be
there. Leave one in the bureau’s cor-
respondence drawer, another on top of
the bureau (for the maid), and yet
another on the backs of any pictures
hanging on the wall.

(14) When giving money to the poor,
always give a tract too.

(15) Place tracts in well corked bot-
tles and throw them in the oceans
from ships or off piers or even from the
beach when the tide is going out. A
free chart of the world’s ocean cur-
rents can be obtained from the Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, 1100 L, St.
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20573. Tracts
in bottles can also be placed in rivers
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and lakes.

(16) Always place tractsin the pock-
ets of clothes and in other articles
given to the Salvation Army and
other charity organizations.

(17) Tracts can be laid in an open
spot on any supermarket shelf, espe-
cially among the liquor bottles in the
liquor department.

(18) A very light salvation tract tied
to a small, helium filled balloon can
travel high and far before coming
down. God can guide the tract to a
strategic place.

(19) A message of Bible verses about
salvation can be rubber stamped,
printed, typed or written on the back
of U.S. post cards; for 19 cents each
they can be sent anywhere in the
U.S.A.,including Hawaii and Alaska,
and such possessions as Guam, A-
merican Samoa, and the Virgin Is-
lands in the Caribbean. For a few
cents more, they can be sent to
Canada and to countries anywherein
the world. These cards can be sent to
kings, queens, presidents, statesmen,
millionaires, non-Christian religious
and occult leaders. God can cause
them to fall on fertile soil where the
seeds can bear fruit for the bettering of
this fallen world and for the increase

of the Kingdom of God.

(20) Whenever a person offers you a
tract, always accept it graciously and
then offer him one of your tracts. This
writer has never yet been refused. Do
the same with those who offer you
commercial circulars and flyers.
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(21) Permanent boxes for tracts can
be placed out of doors on private prop-
ty where people pass or congregate.
Permits can sometimes be obtained
for placing such boxes in city and
state partks where many people pass
by or congregate.

(22) In the places where gambling is
done, tracts can be placed beside slot
machines and on the gambling tables
not in use. But make sure to avoid all
appearance of gambling.

(23) Rubber stamps with salvation
or Sabbath messages can be made by
almost any local printing shop. These
can be aslarge as a post card or small
enough to fitin your pocket. Take the
rubber stamp with you wherever you
go—in the U.S. or overseas. You can
stamp out tracts on post cards in your
hotel room in a foreign country. You
can stamp them out—on letters and
magazines and alongside obscene
and blasphemous statements on
walks and other places. The following
is one of the messages the writer uses:
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of
man the things which God has pre-
pared for them that love HIM” (1 Cor.
2:9, Isa. 64:4). “Believe in the LORD
JESUS CHRIST” (Acts 16:31). “As ye
would that men should do to you, do
ye also to them likewise” (Luke 6:31).
“Pray for ME” (Jer. 29:31). “With

GOD all things are possible” Matt.
19:26, Ps. 62:11).

Using verses such as these and
many others, you can make tracts
that contain a powerful message of
God’s love, or a message about the
Sabbath, or about the importance of
helping the poor, or about repentance.

The Bible teaches that “Joy shall be
in heaven over one sinner that re-
penteth” (Luke 15:7). “He that win-
neth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:39).
“They that turn many to righteous-
ness shall shine as the stars forever
and ever” (Dan. 12:13).

God’s Word tells us to publish the
good news of His salvation: “When
thou art converted strengthen thy breth-
ren” (Luke 22:32). Tracts are a wonder-
ful tool we can use to communicate the
messages of God’s word so that other
people in this temporal, fallen world
can live in the eternal and perfect
paradise of the great Creator.

The author, an octogenarian from Santa
Monica, California, reports that he has
been distributing tracts since 1927—on

land and sea and in airplanes. His work

experience includes 8 years as a subway
conductor and 39 years in the U.S.
Merchant Marine, during which he sailed
through five wars. He has distributed
tracts in all 50 states, 9 provinces in
Canada, and in 100 other countries of the
world.

Who Gets It?

What becomes of your estate if you die without a will?

The state will decide according to a formula fixed by law. Your loved ones
will not necessarily be taken care of as you would want. So regardless of how
old you are, you owe it to those you care about to have a valid will. When you
make your will, remember that The Bible Sabbath Association deeply
appreciates bequests and puts them to careful use.

If you would like further information about making a will, please write:

The Bible Sabbath Association
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
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LAW

ON THE LEGAL FRONT

To Ordain or Not To Ordain

Chaplains serving the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs no long-
er need to be ordained, as a result of
Murphy v. Derwinski.

Mary Murphy wanted to become a
Catholic chaplain for a VA hospitalin
Denver, Colorado, but was turned a-
way because she was neither endors-
ed nor ordained by the Roman Catho-
lic Church. In addition to being re-
quired to have attended seminary
school and three years of pastoral
experience, all VA chaplains must be
ordained and endorsed by their
church.

After failing to prove discrimina-
tion on the basis of sex, Murphy
claimed violation of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964. A federal judge ruled that
the VA can require an applicant to be
endorsed but not ordained.
Murphy’s victory has turned sour
since the Catholic Church does not
endorse applicants who are not or-
dained, and they do not ordain
women.

Battle Won By Sabbatarian

Consolidated Freightways was
found guilty of religious discrimina-
tion and ordered to pay back wages
and benefits to Corine Proctor, a
Seventh-day Adventist.

Although Consolidated worked em-
ployees on Saturday, Proctor didn’t
have to because there were enough
people qualified to do her job on that
day. When she later bid for and receiv-
ed a promotion, she was asked, but
refused to sign a statement that said
she might be required to work on
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Saturdays.
When she refused to work on Satur-
days, she was fired.

A Rose By Any Other Name

The U.S. District Court of central
California has decided that the term
‘Seventh-day Adventist’ can refer to
either a member of the SDA Church or
to a person who agrees with a certain
body of doctrine.

The General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists unsuccessfully tried to
stop Seventh-day Adventist Kinship
International, Inc., from using the
SDA title. Kinship was formed in 1981
to provide support for SDA’s who are
gay or lesbian.

The court noted that the General
Conference has not opposed the use of
the SDA title by at least two break-
away groups, (the SDA Church Re-
form Movement and the Davidian
SDA Association).

When Not To Use The Bible

York County (Pennsylvania) Dis-
trict Attorney H. Stanley Rebert had
no idea of the repercussions that
would ensue from his using the Bible
when speaking to jurors.

Karl S. Chambers was convicted of
robbing and killing a 70 year-old wom-
an in 1988. In his closing remarks to
thejury at Chamber’s sentencing hear-
ing, Rebert said “Karl Chambers has
taken a life. As the Bible says, ‘And
the murderer shall be put to death.”
The jury handed down the death sen-
tence for Chambers.

In an appeal, the Pennsylvania
State Supreme Court threw out the
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sentence because prosecutors used re-
ligious works in support of the death
penalty. The case was then sent to
York County Common Pleas Court for
resentencing.

Calling the decision “outrageous,”
Rebert told the Associated Press, “I
don’t know of any God-fearing prose-
cutor that has not used some scrip-
tural or religious reference in arguing
to a jury. God’s law is the basis for
Pennsylvania law and all law.”

When Not To Pray

North Carolina District Judge H.
William Constangy opened each ses-
sion in his Mecklenburg County court-
room with a prayer.

When challenged by the state
branch of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union a federal appellate court
ruled that the practice violates the
separation of church and state. The
court said “For the judge to start each
day with a prayer is to inject religion
into the judicial process and destroy
the appearance of neutrality.”

Constangy, a Roman Catholic, com-
posed the prayer himself. Comment-
ing on the prayer, the 4th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals said “In particular,
the prayer that Judge Constangy re-
cited gave the appearance of seeking
divine intervention in the courtroom
proceedings.”

Constangy plans to appeal the deci-
sion to the U.S. Supreme Court where
he is ‘“‘very optimistic of (his)
chances.”

When Not To Preach
Tennessee evangelist Guy Aubrey
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was attending game two of last year’s
World Series, when security guards
tried to evict him from the game. He
was holding up a sign thatread “John
3:16.”

Aubrey has filed suit with the U.S.
District Court in Cincinnati claiming
that his freedom of speech had been
violated and that the stadium is a
public forum. A guard had told him
that the sign violated the rules of
Major League Baseball.

In 1989, a similar event took place
at a stadium in Washington, D.C.
which resulted in stadium officials
apologizing.

No Extra Days

Connecticut teacher Ronald
Philbrook has lost his chance to be
heard by the U.S. Supreme Court on
his attempt to increase the number of
paid leave days for religious obser-
vances.

A member of the Worldwide Church
of God, Philbrook tried to have three
days ‘personal leave’ converted for
religious use. School officials said that
it was against their policy and he
would have to take the time off with-
out pay.

A Federal District Court ruled in
favor of the school district and the
high court refused to hear an appeal.

Change of Address?

By all means notify us in advance if you
move. If we send a SENTINEL to your old
address, the post office charges us 30¢ to
retum it—and you risk missing that issue.

THE SABBATH SENTINEL
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Light Magazine brings unique un-
derstanding to Bible truth and proph-
ecy. Each issue is packed with fresh
insights into the real meat of the
Word. No charge. YNCA, POB 50,
Kingdom City, MO 65262. (12-11)

New Truth for this Age. Send offer-
ing or postage for quick reply to Rem-
nant, Box 6774-A, Spirit Lake, IA
51360. (12-2)

We need your spiritual and finan-
cial help in the rebuilding of the 3rd
temple in Jerusalem, Israel (Gen. 12:
3)! For information and/or to send
contribution, write: Temple Mount
Faithful International, ¢/o Saldana
Brothers, P.O. Box 1382, Odessa, TX,
USA. 79760-1382 Tel: (915) 332-1517;
fax: (915) 332-0902. (11-2)

Do you need extra income? Write
John Shirn, 7119 Western Tr., San
Antonio, TX 78244-1817. (2-7)

Sacred Name Believer, 39, seeking
correspondence with a man for friend-
ship and companionship. Please write
Bonnie Wills, 1884 Ambrosi Rd.,
Kelowna, BC, Canada V1Y 4R9. (2)

Sacred Name Bible Study Group
welcomes all Sabbathkeeping in-
dividuals to join us. We do not have a
rigid hierarchy on this earth. No big
egos, just the love of the Most High
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. KEEP THE
License Plate Frames

White on Black / Send $8.00 per pair to:

Ed Cexton 1576 N.W. Hawthorne
Grants Pass, OR 97526

AY HOLY

and good fellowship. We accept all
proof of the law within the Scriptures.
Listen to the Sacred Name Bible
Study of the Air on WWCR shortwave
radio, 15.690Mhz, 12.725Mhz, Tues-
days, 3:45 pm EST. Write for free
information, P.O. Box 532, Lewis-
burg, PA 17837. Call (717) 522-8292 or
Fax (717) 522-8293. (2)

Do you know teenagers who are
struggling with a poor environment
in public schools. Consider an alterna-
tive—a coed Sabbathkeeping, Chris-
tian boarding high school. Write
Spring Vale Academy, Dept TSS,
4150 S. M-52, Owosso, MI 48867 or call
(517) 725-2391. (1-3)

Classified ads are available at the
rate of 30 cents per word (including
each word and each group of numbers
in the address). Send copy for classi-
fied ads and payment to The Bible
Sabbath Assn., Fairview, OK 73737.
Ad copy without payment will be
returned. Deadline is the 15th of the
month for the issue of the second
subsequent month (e.g. August 15 for
the October issue). BSA reserves the
right to reject or edit any ad copy;
publication does not necessarily im-
ply endorsement by The Bible Sab-
bath Association. Information about
display advertising is available on re-
quest.
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Your renewal notice comes with every issue!
The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month
that your subscription expires. For example, if 9201 appears below your
address, January, 1992 is the month of expiration.
Please renew automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

Annual Subscription ........oooovviiiiiiiiii, $12 ($14 outside U.S.)
Membership in BSA (including subscription) ..........ccccevvviviiiniinnnnnn. $20
If you really want to receive THE SABBATH SENTINEL but cannot
afford a subscription, let us know your need. The generosity of others
enables us to send out a limited number of “love” subscriptions.

Roman Catholic and
Protestant Confessmns
about Sunday [j

The true origin of Sundaykeeping! Citing
eleven Catholic and seventeen Protestant
sources, this booklet provides direct quotations
that frankly admit there is no Biblical authority
for Sunday observance. It is a great resource for
opening the eyes of people who think the Sunday
tradition is based on Bible teaching.

e Twelve pages long.

e Handy size for pocket, purse, or correspondence
(3and 1/2” by 8 and 1/27)

e Very attractive cover

e Blank space on back cover for your own name
and address

e Great for congregational outreach

Copies are available for 20¢ each, $17 per hundred. Please add $1 to
order for shipping and handling. A free sample copy is available if you
send a self-addressed #10 envelope with postage for 2 ounces.

Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
Rt. 1 Box 222
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737






