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Editorial 

The Kingdom of God—Peace Immediately? 

The research that was undertaken for a recent presenta-

tion on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32) presented 

some startling biblical insight. The research showed that 

when Jesus (or Yeshua, if you prefer) returns, the peace 

envisioned by many does not come to pass immediately. 

We all have a Kingdom vision of a lion laying down with 

a lamb, and a little child not being harmed by putting his 

or her hand into a snake’s den. We have a vision of a 

time when there will be no more sorrow, no sickness and 

no death—and for those changed at the Second Coming 

that will be true. But, we know that there will be many 

flesh and blood people who live past His return. In this 

article we will bring forward some startling truths found 

in scripture that may awaken us to some stark realities. 

We all know one thing that happens early on is that Satan 

is bound and cast into the bottomless pit, shut off to pre-

vent his influencing human beings with his attitudes of 

hatred, violence and rebellion (Rev. 14:1-2, 20:1-3). 

We also see that Babylon, wherever that place is today, 

falls. We can probably spot that nation if we pay atten-

tion to the clues: she is a fornicator and has caused all 

nations to drink from the same cup of fornication. In-

stead, she and those like her end up drinking of the wine 

of the wrath of God.  

Something very interesting jumps out at us from Rev 

14:13,  And I heard a voice from Heaven saying to me, 

Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 

now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they shall rest from their 

labors, and their works follow them. 

Does the reader pick up the shocking truth there? Note 

that the context is AFTER Satan is put away, and after 

the harlot Babylon falls. These occur after Jesus returns! 

Read closely for the shocking truth there: Blessed are the 

dead who die in the Lord from now on.  

The simple truth from the scripture is that of mankind 

who live over past the return of Jesus to establish the 

Kingdom of God, there will be some who DIE in the 

Lord! Nowhere in scripture does your author find out 

when those are raised up and given their body of Spirit 

like those who are changed in a moment, in a twinkling 

of an eye, at the Last Trump when Jesus returns. They 

died in Christ so there would be no need to resurrect them 

with bones, flesh, and muscles as is shown in Ezek 37.  

We had to have known that with the repentant spirit that 

some will exhibit during the Kingdom there surely would 

be some converted to followers of the Christ on His 

Throne in Jerusalem. But what God does for their resur-

rection does not appear to be stated in scripture, except 

for one hint in the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, 

Matt 20:1-16. In that parable those who had labored earli-

er received a reward but those who had only labored late 

received the same reward. Otherwise, there does not ap-

pear to be anywhere these who have died in Christ after 

His return are dealt with. 

Another interesting point, although not surprising since 

this event is mentioned in many scriptures, is that Jesus 

will gather all of the descendants of Israel and bring them 

to the Holy Land. We find this, for one, in Eze 20:33-36:  

As I live, says the Lord Jehovah, surely with a mighty 

hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured 

out, I will reign over you.  

And I will bring you out from the people, and I will gath-

er you out of the lands in which you are scattered among 

them, with a mighty hand and with a stretched out arm 

and with fury poured out.  

And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, 

and there I will enter into judgment with you face to face.  

Just as I entered into judgment with your fathers in the 

wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judg-

ment with you, says the Lord Jehovah. 

In other places we read that Israel is in captivity at that 

time when Jesus finds them and removes them to the Ho-

ly Land. We also read in one scripture that those who had 

made the Israelites into slaves are instead made into the 

slaves of the Israelites in the Land of Israel, serving those 

who once served them.  

Another event that might surprise some is that right be-

fore Jesus returns Jerusalem is invaded by armies. In one 

scripture it is said that Jerusalem is divided into thirds. 
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But, notice what happens in Jerusalem at that time. We 

read this in Zec 14:1-2,  Behold, the day of Jehovah 

comes, and your spoil shall be divided in your midst.  

For I will gather all nations to battle against Jerusalem; 

and the city shall be taken, and the houses plundered, 

and the women raped. And half of the city shall go into 

exile, and the rest of the people shall not be cut off from 

the city. 

The city is split into three jurisdictions resulting in the 

people living there being subjected to robbery. Those 

occupying will use the women inhabitants for their own 

ungodly pleasure. Half of the people will be taken away 

into exile, possibly slavery. As a result of this, Jesus will 

stand on the Mount of Olives and cause His armies to do 

battle against the evil armies. Why would Jesus do this 

when He could simply command that all in rebellion are 

to die? One need merely understand what Jesus is about 

to know the answer to that question; Jesus is all about 

repentance and mercy for mankind. He will give those in 

rebellion every opportunity to stop sinning before un-

leashing His armies to end the rebellion. Sadly, other 

scriptures indicate that most will not stop their evil.  

So many refuse that scripture discusses blood being up to 

the depth of a horse’s bridle in the aftermath of that war. 

Notice what was inspired to be written in Zec 14:12: And 

this shall be the plague with which Jehovah will strike all 

the peoples who have fought against Jerusalem. Their 

flesh shall rot while they stand on their feet, and their 

eyes shall rot in their sockets. And their tongue shall rot 

in their mouth. Is this how Christ ends the war around 

Jerusalem? Is this how the blood gets so deep? An army 

of 200 million men, crammed into the area around Jeru-

salem, suddenly and instantly meeting this grisly fate 

might very well result in such a huge amount of blood. 

People will be hungry as part of the aftermath of war. 

Their gold and silver will have no value if there is no 

food to purchase. This will result in people abandoning 

their wealth as seen in Isa 2:20-21,  In that day a man 

shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which 

they made for him to worship, to the moles and to the 

bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of 

the ragged rocks, for fear of Jehovah and for the glory of 

His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth terribly. 

People will be hiding out of fear of what they don’t know 

or understand, just as they do today. They don’t know 

Christ even though they’ve been attending “church” for a 

long time. They were not taught the Christ of the Bible 

but, instead, a Christ who came to do away with His Fa-

ther’s Commandments, even though Christ told them that 

such was not His purpose! 

What happens with all of that gold and silver? Could the 

answer be found in Zec 14:13-14? What follows is what 

is written about that day:  And it shall be in that day a 

great panic of Jehovah shall be among them And they 

shall each one lay hold of his neighbor, and his hand 

shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor.  

And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth 

of all the nations all around shall be gathered, gold, and 

silver, and clothing in great abundance. 

We notice that men are in a panic, fighting amongst 

themselves, hiding in caves. Meanwhile, all of that gold 

and silver, and apparently abandoned clothing, is gath-

ered up and taken to the area known as Judah. Is that be-

cause all of Israel being rescued and brought to the Holy 

Land will need to be clothed? Or, could it be that people 

who see the blessings being poured out on Israel, who 

have no food, drink, or even clothes, will try to go there 

for relief? That’s all worth consideration. 

We know that Jesus is going to have the whole earth 

keeping the Feast of Tabernacles during that time, and 

even punishing nations who refuse to come up with no 

rain and even plagues. Zec 14:16 states: And it shall be, 

everyone who is left of all the nations which came up 

against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to wor-

ship the King, Jehovah of Hosts, and to keep the Feast of 

Tabernacles.  

And it shall be, whoever will not come up from all the 

families of the earth to Jerusalem to worship the King, 

Jehovah of Hosts, even on them shall be no rain.  

And if the family of Egypt does not go up, nor come in, 

they shall have no rain, but the plague with which Jeho-

vah shall strike the nations who do not come up to keep 

the Feast of Tabernacles.  

But, we also can see that there will be plenty of free food 

there, so much so that there will not be anyone selling it! 

We read about this in Zec 14:21:  Y ea, every pot in Jeru-

salem and in Judah shall be holy to Jehovah of Hosts. 

And all those who sacrifice shall come and take of them, 

and boil in them. And in that day there shall no longer be 

a trader in the house of Jehovah of Hosts.  

Another strange event happens, one that people today can 

probably not believe. We read this in Isa 4:1:  And in that 
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day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, we 

will eat our own bread and wear our own clothing; only 

let us be called by your name, to take away our shame.  

Is this an exaggeration? There we have the example 

shown to us of seven women asking a man to accept them 

as wives.  What is their shame? Have they had children 

out of wedlock and now recognize that God wants the 

family to be the place where children are raised? We no-

tice that these women are saying that they will feed them-

selves and handle their own clothing needs if the man 

will just give them his name. 

How could this come to pass? Could the answer be found 

in Isa 13:12: I will make a man more precious than fine 

gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.  

Would so many women be willing to share a man be-

cause there ARE few men to be had?  

Jesus is going to end sin by the nations. Effectively, Jesus 

is going to have to force mankind to live in a way that 

brings to themselves peace, happiness and all of the 

blessings that we have come to know as a result of walk-

ing in the Way of God!  

Notice what we read in Mic 5:10-15:  And it shall be in 

that day, says Jehovah, I will cut off your horses out of 

your midst, and I will destroy your chariots.  

And I will cut off the cities of your land, and throw down 

all your strongholds. And I will cut off sorceries out of 

your hand, and there shall not be fortune-tellers among 

you.  

I will also cut off your graven images, and your pillars 

out of the midst of you; and you shall never again wor-

ship the work of your hands. And I will pluck your 

shrines out of the midst of you; so I will destroy your cit-

ies.  

And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury on the 

nations, such as they have not heard. 

Jesus is going to end the production of vehicles of war. 

We already know that in those days that men will not 

learn war anymore. But notice that Jesus says that He will 

“throw down all your strongholds.” This would have the 

effect of making those nations defenseless. Why would 

Jesus do this unless it is for the purpose of causing them 

to be reliant upon God for their protection, just as we 

who are called by His Name do today?  

Jesus is going to end their “sorceries,” He says. There 

won’t be any more those implements of sorcery in any 

form.  There will be no more graven images! Jesus will 

make sure that they understand that only God who is the 

Father will be worshipped. This includes tearing down 

the “shrines” where these idols can be found. Of course, 

the largest collection of locations of those shrines is 

found within the Catholic Church where idols abound in 

even the smallest of churches. HOW will Christ accom-

plish all of this? I leave that to the reader to research. 

Finally, something else popped up related to the after-

math of the war against man’s evil that will take place 

after Jesus’ return. We can read that in Jer 50:19-20:  

And I will again bring Israel to his home, and he shall 

feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satis-

fied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead.  

In those days, and at that time, says Jehovah, the iniquity 

of Israel shall be sought for, and it shall not be found; 

and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found; for I 

will pardon those whom I leave as a remnant. 

We know from the many scriptures on this subject that 

Israel is brought back home to the land given to Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob. They will be in a place where they 

no longer have to worry about where their next meal is 

coming from, about evil men kicking in doors to take 

them captive—or worse.  

In addition to placing Israel in this joyous situation, God 

promises that He will forgive their sins, even the ones 

that caused Israel and Judah to be cast away—their adul-

terous worship of false gods. God says that if He allows 

them to survive the great evil that happens at the end then 

He will also pardon them.  

There is much more that will happen during those days 

that we can read about in the scriptures. This short article 

can’t possibly do the topic justice. However, in order to 

disabuse ourselves of the idea that the day Jesus lands 

everything will become great then we should take the 

time to study about those days. There are 10 days be-

tween the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement, 

and 4 more to the Feast of Tabernacles. Using the “day 

for a year” scriptural principle, might it be that all of this 

warfare and getting the nations to submit lasts 10-14 

years? We shall surely see—IF we stay on the path illu-

minated by the Word of God! 
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The President’s Corner 

Why Consider Supporting the BSA? 



Are you enjoying the encouragement that 

the Bible Sabbath Association is bringing 

through its efforts? You can support the ef-

fort at no cost to you! 

You can help support the cause, and help 

us continue to provide our magazine and 

services without charge. Simply sign up 

your Amazon Smile account with the BI-

BLE SABBATH ASSOCIATION named as 

your charity of choice. 

Prices for products remain exactly the 

same, but Amazon will contribute 0.5% of 

the sale to your named charity: BIBLE 

SABBATH ASSOCIATION. 

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, log into 

your account and choose us as your chari-

ty. Then, whenever you shop at Amazon, 

enter the site by going to 

smile.amazon.com, being sure that we are 

listed as the charity. Again, there is NO 

ADDITIONAL COST TO YOU! If you are 

going to purchase products on Ama-

zon.com anyway, why not support this 

great work! 
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Your BSA Work of Love, 

proclaiming the Love of God 

and of His Son, continues to 

seek the Godly goal of recon-

ciliation! Please help us with 

a donation! 

 

Your BSA Work of Love, pro-

claiming the Love of God and of 

His Son, continues to seek the 

Godly goal of reconciliation! 

Please help us with a donation! 

It’s TAX DEDUCTIBLE! 
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The Kusch Family Testimony 
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Do You Want to Learn More About the 

Sabbath? 

Are You or is Someone You Know New To 

the Sabbath? 

 

The BSA now offers some free resources to 

help you learn about the Sabbath.  

We have short, 1 or 2 minute audio clips on 

topics such as: 

“What is the Sabbath?” and  

“When is the Sabbath and How Can 

We Know?” 

Free booklet download  “A Beginner’s 

Guide to the Sabbath.” 

1. Go to our website: 

www.biblesabbath.org 

2. Click on the Products Menu 

3. Click on the “Free Resources” Link 

Do You Want to Learn More 

About the Sabbath? 

Are You or is Someone You 

Know New To the Sabbath? 
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What Are We Offering Our 

Families? 
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Prophecy and the Future 
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You can aid the BSA effort to pro-

mote the Sabbath and a Spirit of 

brother-hood among all who keep 

God’s Sabbath by becoming a 

BRIDGE BUILDER or a PILLAR 

with the BSA? Besides the month-

ly or annual membership dues 

which you can find inside the 

front cover, you can also help with 

various functions designed to help 

bring a fellowship of brethren 

across denominational lines. Some 

of the opportunities are: Advise 

and/or consult with the BSA Board 

of Directors; visiting and interact-

ing with other Sabbatarian fellow-

ships; speaking on behalf of the 

BSA; Promotion and/or distribu-

tion of BSA materials and services; 

and assisting with this magazine, 

the BSA  

Facebook page, Twitter and other 

social media on projects defined 

by the Board of Directors.   
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Making an Online Sabbath Class for You! 
Prof. Dusti Howell 

In 2010, the Bible Sabbath Association’s ‘Vision 

Committee’ looked for a special way to promote the 

Sabbath. The motivation for this committee was to 

honor the generous donations given to us by our 

members looking for ways to prudently promote the 

Sabbath. 

In 2020, a new vision committee submitted a list of 

promotional ideas to the BSA board. The board vot-

ed to build an online Sabbath class. Since I had 

built online classes for over 20 years, this was 

something that I could help fulfill. I began by look-

ing at BSA’s online resources and focused on two 

full decades of The Sabbath Sentinel (TSS) articles 

on our BSA website (see https://biblesabbath.org/

media/sabbath-sentinel/sabbath-sentinel-archives/). 

From a cache of thousands of TSS articles from 138 

issues, 20 articles were chosen that neatly fit into a 

thread of seven modules or lessons. My wife and I 

learned new software that we used to visualize 

these materials. We received training and help from 

experts on how to build templates and interactive 

content to make this class unique and professional.  

 

The Pilot Class 

Over two dozen students signed up for the pilot 

class that ran for seven weeks in August and Sep-

tember of 2022. At the end of the class, a dozen stu-

dents were still actively engaged. Several students 

said they had become too busy but wanted to finish 

the class over the next few weeks. The purpose of 

running a pilot class is to find errors and problems 

with the course before converting it into a self-

playing course. This course can now be taken by 

anyone with internet access anywhere in the world 

at any time. Interestingly, as we were finishing the 

pilot class, two interested individuals requested ac-

cess to the course from Kenya and Thailand. 

We received positive comments from students 

from both ends of the Sabbath spectrum. Some stu-

dents had kept the Sabbath for over 50 years while 

others were new Sabbath keepers. One student felt 

this course would be great for her Sunday church 

friends. Another effective way to use this resource 

is for a minister, bible study facilitator, or Sabbath 

school teacher to use it in giving a series of teach-

ings on the Sabbath. They can spend a week on 

each topic as a facilitator or invite their congrega-

tion to all take the class together and discuss their 

findings at church on Sabbath. Another idea is to 

select the topics that are most beneficial to your 

church or yourself. The seven major themes and 

topics that are covered in the class are as follows. 

1) Looking deeper into the Sabbath Com-

mandment 

2) What happened on the first Sabbath and in 

Garden of Eden? 

3) Difficult Sabbath Scriptures 

4) How Important and Weighty is the Sabbath 

Command? 

5) Man’s Laws versus God’s Laws 

6) Preparing for the Sabbath 

7) Favorite Sabbath commands and WHY we 

want to keep the Sabbath Holy 

Please Pray for the Success of the Online Sab-

bath Class 

It is easy to see God’s hand in helping my wife and 

me build this class. Even though hundreds of hours 

of development and design have gone into building 

this class, it still needs to be shared. That means we 

are not done. We need your prayers and your help 

promoting this class. Just like any great book, if no 
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TESTIMONIALS AFTER TAKING THE 

‘REMEMBER THE SABBATH…’ COURSE. 

• For me it was a renewed view of how to cel-

ebrate the Sabbath. (Audie M. in Texas) 

• It reinforced and refreshed the importance of 

the Sabbath and why I keep the Sabbath. It just was 

a great reminder. (Sherry J. in Georgia) 

• I really enjoyed the course and will keep all 

the documents and review and use parts of them in 

some of my own future messages. (Elder Daniel C. 

in Michigan) 

• Yes, I would recommend this course to oth-

ers… which refreshes my own zeal and sometimes 

gives fresh ideas for how I want to "do Sabbath" in 

our home. …Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

(Jenna C. in Michigan) 

• I enjoyed reading about all of the modules. 

They all had something that I learned a little more to 

think about. (Marti R. in Texas) 

• I am new to the Sabbath… Your class helped 

me to reflect on how I see the Sabbath and gave me 

insight to celebrate it better.  (Rachel T. in Missouri) 

one talks about it or recommends it, it just sits on a 

bookshelf without benefiting anyone. We ask for 

your help in sharing this resource with others. Even 

more, we ask for your prayers for this course to be a 

success and go viral. We know of one online happi-

ness course that has been shared publicly by a fa-

mous university and four million people have taken 

it over the past three years. God can use our 

‘Remember the Sabbath’ course in a way that helps 

even greater numbers find eternal happiness.  

 

Directions for taking the Sabbath Class 

If you are an existing student just log in and scroll to 

the Sabbath course. For new students go to http://

www.CommonFaithAcademy.org and click on ‘Log 

in’ at the top right corner. Click on the "CREATE 

NEW ACCOUNT" button and fill out the registra-

tion form. When finished click on the "CREATE 

MY NEW ACCOUNT" button at the bottom of the 

screen.  

 The system will send you an email. Open that email 

and click on the link provided for verification pur-

poses. Now you can simply 'Log in' and scroll down 

and click on the ‘Remember the Sabbath …’ course. 

(You are welcome to take other courses in the list if 

you wish.) 

The Bible Sabbath Association’s “Remember 

the Sabbath…” course will help you grow in 

knowledge to gain spiritual wisdom to enhance 

your walk with God. Even if you have kept the 

Sabbath for many years, you’ll find something 

unique from the dozen-plus featured authors. If 

you are new to the Sabbath this resource will be 

a blessing to you.  

To sign up go to http://

www.CommonFaithAcademy.org and click on 

‘Log in’ at the top right corner. Click on the 

"CREATE NEW ACCOUNT" button and fill 

out the registration form. When finished click 

on the "CREATE MY NEW ACCOUNT" but-

ton at the bottom of the screen.  

“Remember the Sabbath…” 

A FREE course for the novice and the 

long-time Christian! 
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Daniel Botkin 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy 

God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh His name in vain” (Ex. 

20:7). 

What does it mean to take the name of the 

LORD in vain? 

Many Sacred Name believers think this com-

mandment forbids saying “the LORD” instead 

of “Yahweh,” or “Yahveh,” or “Yehovah,” or 

whichever one of the few dozen possible pro-

nunciations they believe is the correct one.  

While it is true that God has a four-letter He-

brew name, the proper pronunciation of God’s 

nomenclature is not what this commandment is 

about. 

Many Christians think it just means to not say 

“God” or “Jesus Christ” as swear words. While 

it is certainly wrong to say “God” or “Jesus 

Christ” as swear words, that is not the primary 

thing that this particular commandment for-

bids. 

Christians who think this commandment just 

forbids saying “God” or “Jesus Christ” as 

swear words, and Sacred Name believers who 

think this commandment forbids saying “the 

LORD” instead of some Hebrew or pseudo-

Hebrew/quasi-Hebrew pronunciation, are both 

mistaken. 

Why can I make such a bold statement? Be-

cause of the Hebrew word nasa, translated 

“take” in this verse. A look at this verb nasa 

shows that this commandment is primarily 

about not misrepresenting God by our behavior 

rather than about saying or not saying His 

name. 

You do not even need to know Hebrew to see 

this; you just need to know how to look up the 

Hebrew word in a lexicon. When I was a young 

disciple, I often looked up Hebrew and Greek 

words in the lexicon of Strong’s Exhaustive 

Concordance. I had been following the Lord 

only about two or three years when I looked up 

the Hebrew word for “take” in Exodus 20:7. I 

discovered that taking God’s name in vain is 

far more than saying “God” or “Jesus Christ” 

as swear words. 

 According to Strong’s, the general meaning of 

nasa, the word transla ted “take” in this verse, 

is “to lift in a great variety of applications.” 

The word is translated with many different 

English words in the KJV. As you look 

through this list, you will see that nasa is never 

once translated as “speak” or “say” or “utter.” 

That fact alone tells us that this commandment 

is not just about saying or not saying God’s 

name. 

Here are just a few ways that nasa is translated 

in the KJV: bear, exalt, extol, lift up, magnify, 

receive, take, wear. 

Let’s consider some implications of these as-

pects of “taking” God’s name in vain. 

BEAR & WEAR 

If you believe in the God of the Bible, you are 

bearing and wearing His name. In other words, 

you are labeled as a person who belongs to 

God. If you behave contrary to God’s will, you 

misrepresent God, and bring shame upon His 

name, that is, on His reputation. You are bear-

ing and wearing His name in vain. Your claim 

of faith in God counts for nothing, because you 

are taking His name in vain.                         

TAKING THE NAME OF THE LORD IN VAIN 
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I have enjoyed the article in the July/August issue of ‘TSS’ by Tom-

my Willis on ‘war and peace’ as this article was a good reminder for 

everyone.  I believe that is what the Apostle Paul was telling us in 1 

Corinthians 13 that the lack of love gives way to human nature. 

When you think of all the splinter groups that were formed after 

‘Worldwide’ was taken down the faithful are all still our brethren, 

friends and/or family with the same goal for the kingdom, even if  

they may see things a little differently to some degree. 

Most of these groups that I know still have love, mercy and compas-

sion for one another as we serve the same God the same way with few 

exceptions.  People continue to visit one another’s services from time 

to time and come together during feast times. 

The identifying sign for me is baptized Sabbatarian’s observing Pass-

over and God’s sanctioned Holy Days as that person is my brother or 

sister in Christ.  Being perfect, no one is but Jesus the Christ, however 

we have the same goal in mind, Philippians  3:14 NKJ  I press toward 

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  It is 

written in Matthew 7:18 NKJ – (Jesus said) 18 A good tree cannot 

bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  

Thus far God has not raised up an evangelist who can reunite us un-

der one roof so to speak and may not, so we have Christ the Good 

Shepherd to lead us with the written word to give all of us guidance.  

Suffice it is to say that is a very good leadership. 

Quite a number of believers have learned justice, mercy and faith 

and have shown acceptance to other Christian groups; this is broth-

erly love. 

Darl Arbogast 

We each can be, and ARE, an Evangelist ourselves—whether for 

good or bad! We can stiffly refuse to understand that God has each of 

us at our own level of understanding and thereby claim to have the 

sole truth with everyone worshipping a “different Jesus,” or we can 

accept that God can fix all misunderstanding in His own time and 

then accept  and love those with the same basic understanding as 

brethren. As in all things, God tells us what HE  wants and bids us 

CHOOSE how we will respond. I suspect God allows us to understand 

differently just to see how much we love one another. Thatnks for 

your insight. 

We hope that everyone likes the story of the Kusch Family this edition. 

Please tell us YOUR story of conversion and walk with Christ, too! 

Ed. 

EXALT, EXTOL, LIFT UP & MAGNIFY  

If you exalt and extol and lift up and magnify 

God’s name in your singing, in your praise, 

and in your testimony, but live contrary to 

God’s will, you are taking His name in vain. 

Your worship and praise of God counts for 

nothing. 

TAKE & RECEIVE 

If you receive God’s name and take it upon 

yourself, you become an ambassador. You rep-

resent God to the world. If you live contrary to 

God’s will, you are misrepresenting Him to 

others. You are thereby taking God’s name in 

vain. Your role as an ambassador counts for 

nothing. 

From these few examples we can see that tak-

ing God’s name in vain is not just about saying 

“God” or “Jesus Christ” as swear words, nor is 

it about knowing the correct Hebrew pronunci-

ation of God’s nomenclature. Although it is 

wrong to say “God” or “Jesus Christ” as swear 

words, and although God does have a four-

letter Hebrew name, this commandment is pri-

marily about God’s people not misrepresenting 

God by engaging in behavior that is contrary 

to God’s will. 

In other words, if you claim to be a follower 

of the Lord, live the way a follower of the 

Lord is supposed to live. 

If you have a Strong’s Exhaustive Concord-

ance, look up nasa and see all the other ways 

this word is translated in the KJV. Go through 

the list of words (there are about 50 of them) 

and consider how some of these words might 

pertain to “taking” God’s name in vain. And if 

you discover you have been taking His name 

in vain by some of your behavior, stop taking 

His name in vain, “for the LORD will not hold 

him guiltless that taketh His name in vain .”       
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